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Indian Policy Emphasizes Move 
Toward Welfare State Economy 


The Government of India’s move toward a welfare state economy 
and the “socialistic pattern of society” were the leading subjects of 
public discussion during the quarter which ended in March. 

Government policy statements indicated that the public sector will 
expand in an attempt to cope with the serious problem of rising indus- 


trial unemployment and chronic un- 
deremployment. However, the private 
sector is to be counted upon to con- 
tribute substantially toward an ex- 
panding economy by. coordinating its 
private programs with the Govern- 
ment’s in the interest of social and 
economic equality for all. Fields still 
remain in which private enterprise 
can and does operate, but completely 
unregulated development will not be 
permitted. 


January-March in general was a 
period of fluctuating optimism and 
some uncertainty in commercial 
circles. It being the end of the fiscal 
year, business conditions and the 
money market reflected characteristic 
wariness. Wholesale and retail trade 
was inclined generally to be sluggish, 
unusual for that time of the year. 


Stock exchanges were extremely 
sensitive to the Government’s various 
policy announcements but reacted 
favorably to the proposed budget and 
appeared to take the long-term view 
that industrial expansion and greater 
developmental activity will bring in- 
creased prosperity during the 1955-56 
fiscal year. The money supply in- 
creased during the quarter, presum- 
ably because of new currency issued 
through deficit financing, which most 
unofficial estimates place at a fairly 
high level. 


Wholesale Prices Decline 


Wholesale prices continued down- 
ward, the index dropping from 367.8 
(August 1939=100) in December to 
349.3 by the end of March, the lowest 
figure in 7 years. Falling agricultural 
prices, the principal factor in the 
decline, were due in large part to the 
very considerable stocks of most of the 
important commodities. Wheat prices 
were depressed further because of the 
record crop expected on the market; 
they continued to decline even after 
the Government lifted the ban on 
interzonal movement of wheat, the 
last of its controls on food grains. 


The Government measures to arrest 
price declines included support prices 





for wheat and other food grains, freer 
licensing for export, export promotion 
of agricultural products, principally 
rice, and reduction of export taxes 
on several agricultural items. These 
measures had no real effect by the 
end of the quarter, which caused much 
concern to the Government. The Fi- 
nance Minister, however, took the view 
that falling prices were simply the 
result of temporary market conditions 
and that prices would become steady 
after the new budget took effect. 

India had an overall import balance 
of 96.8 million rupees (1 rupee=US$0.- 
21) in its foreign trade during Jan- 
uary-March 1955, according to pre- 
liminary figures. Imports by sea and 
air totaled 1,601.8 million rupees and 
exports, 1,505 million. The United 
Kingdom continued to be India’s most 
important export market and source 
of imports; the United States contin- 
ued in second place. 


Trade Control Act Extended 


The Imports and Exports Control 
Act of 1947, which was to have expired 
on March 31, was extended until 1960 
and its applicability extended to cover 
the foreign trade of Jammu and Kash- 
mir. New restrictions were imposed on 
exports to the Portuguese possessions 
in India, requiring special clearance 
certificates in all cases. 

The Government issued a press 
statement on revisions to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), expressing its support of the 
revisions designed to eliminate dis- 
crimination in international trade, 
provide fair trading rules, and reduce, 
as far as possible, the barriers to 
international trade. It mentioned the 
applicability of the economic develop- 
ment clause to underdeveloped econ- 
omies like India. 

The Government accepted the Tar- 
iff Commission’s recommendations to 
grant protection to the dyestuffs in- 
dustry until 1964, to the caustic soda 
and bleaching powder industries to 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Field Offices Give — 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. ; 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations — which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
sane” ~haaatad N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


g. 
Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8. 
Bidg 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bidg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif. 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bldg 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut 8t. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Courthouss. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S W. Temple St. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book 





Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Exports Still at Same Level 


Japanese Economy Shows Seasonal Decline 


Economic activities in Japan during January and February declined 
slightly from the level that prevailed during the last half of 1954. 

Exports continued at the same level as the 1954 monthly average, 
jron and steel being the major component, while imports were virtually 
unchanged from the December 1954 level and well below imports in Jan- 


uary and February 1954. Export and 
import price indexes moved slightly 
upward. Foreign-exchange receipts 
exceeded payments as they have since 
May 1954. 


Industrial production in January 
and February was well below the 1954 
year-end level and in some sectors be- 
low levels in the corresponding period 
of 1954. The mining and manufactur- 
ing index (1934-36=100) was at 154.2 
for January and 157.5 for February, 
compared with 169.3 in December 1954 
and 159 in February 1954. Electric- 
power production was at 219.5 in Jan- 
uary and 205.9 in February, compared 
with 237.4 in December 1954 and 199 
in February 1954. 


Production of manufactured goods 
during January was off about equally 
in durables and nondurables; a slight 
recovery in February was greater in 
durables. Iron and steel production 
continued strong in both months. 
Machinery production rose sharply in 
February after a January decline; 
all nondurables in January were be- 
low 1954 year-end levels, but in Feb- 
Tuary rose in all categories except 
printing and chemicals. 


Foreign Trade Levels Off 


The lower level of production in 
January and February was in part 
seasonal but was due also to such 
factors as lower value of purchasing 
power, continued monetary strin- 
gency, and perhaps political and 
economic uncertainty attendant upon 
the fall of the Government in De- 
tember and the general elections at 
the end of February. 


Export shipments in January and 
February exceeded those of the cor- 
responding periods of 1954 but were 
Well below the December 1954 record 
high. They totaled $119 million and 
$146 million, respectively, compared 
With $94 million and $112 million in 
the 1954 periods. The level for the 
first 2 months of the year compares 
favorably with the average monthly 
level of 1954 exports—$135.8 million— 
considering that this period is usually 
dull for exports. 

Metals and metal products have 

nm strong; iron and steel exports 
in January and February displaced 
cotton fabrics as the leading export 

and accounted for 12 and 14 
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percent, respectively, of January and 
February exports. Cotton fabrics were 
down sharply from the 1954 year-end 
level but recovered substantially in 
February compared with January. 
Rayon filament yarn exports in Feb- 
ruary were double those in January 
and 50 percent higher than in De- 
cember 1954. 


Imports in January and February 
were maintained at about the same 
level as in December 1954 but were 
well below the level in the correspond- 
ing period of the preceding year. They 
totaled $174 million in each month, 
compared with $243 million and $217 
million in January and February 1954. 
Soyabean imports increased sharply; 
barley imports were also higher. Raw 
cotton and coal imports declined 
slightly. Iron-ore imports declined, 
whereas scrap-iron and steel imports 
rose. 

The merchandise trade deficits on 
merchandise which cleared customs 
in January and February were $55 
million and $27.6 million, respectively. 
These compared unfavorably with the 
smaller deficits toward the end of 1954 
but were a notable improvement over 
January and February 1954 deficits of 
$149 million and $104 million, respec- 
tively. 


Trade terms, as measured by indexes 
based on July 1949-June 1950 equals 
100, continued substantially in Japan’s 
favor. The export index stood at 120.4 
in January and 122 in February. The 
import index stood at 108 in both 
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months. These levels reflect only ° 
slight changes from December when 
the export index was at 120.3 and that 
for imports at 107.5. 


Balance of Payments Favorable 


Japan continued to show a surplus 
in its international balance of pay- 
ments. Foreign-exchange receipts 
from merchandise exports in January 
amounted to $140.5 million and re- 
ceipts from invisibles such as earnings 
from shipping amounted to $51 million. 
Corresponding receipts for February 
were $133.2 million for merchandise 
exports and $43.4 million for invisibles. 
Foreign-exchange payments in Janu- 
ary amounted to $127.4 million for im- 
ports and $28.2 million for invisibles. 
Corresponding payments for February 
were $148.1 million for imports and 
$24 million for invisibles. Excess of re- 
ceipts over payments amounted to 
$35.9 million in January and $4.5 mil- 
lion in February. 


The money market, usually tight 
after the New Year, has remained rela- 
tively easy, although it was moderately 
nfore stringent in February. The easy 
conditions were attributed to the rela- 
tively low excess of Government re- 
ceipts over payments. As money 
tightened in February, Bank of Japan 
loans and discounts increased for the 
first time since August 1954 but still 
remained far below the February 1954 
level. 

The continued decrease during the 
period August 1954-January 1955 of 
loans and discounts of the Bank of 
Japan is illustrated by the instance in 
which one major bank retired all of its 
debt to the Bank of Japan. Funds with 
which this and other banks have both 
redeemed debt to the Central Bank 
and expanded their own credit exten- 
sion arose principally from the net ex- 
cess of receipts over payments in the 
international balance of payments. 
Concern has been expressed in some 
quarters that such continued expan- 
sion of commerical bank credit as 
this tends to defeat the Government’s 
deflationary measures. 

The stock market maintained its 
upward movement. The Tokyo Ex- 
change Dow-Jones average, which 
started from a November low of 332.9 
(yen) and reached 356.1 for December, 
continued upward to 378.7 for January 
and 380.5 for February. 


Prices and Employment Stable 


Despite a sharp and disturbing in- 
crease in iron and steel prices, the 


(Continued on Page 35) 
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‘of 1954. 
rose slightly in January. 

The number of protested bills rose 
in January from the preceding month 
and from the level of a year ago, but 
the opposite was true of bankruptcies. 
Though foreign exchange gained sub- 
stantially in January and February, 
the favorable trade balance was con- 
siderably less than for the correspond- 
ing months in 1954. 

Cotton exports were disappointingly 
small and the slack demand was es- 
pecially marked in Ashmouni. Exports 
for the first 7 months of the 1954-55 
crop year were some 1.2 million can- 
tars, or 27 percent less than for the 
like period of the 1953-54 crop year. 
These falling cotton sales resulted in 
difficulties in working the French- 
clearing account so that a special pay- 
ments arrangement has been made 
for 4 months. Crop conditions were 
good for both cotton and wheat. 

Two developments in foreign trade 
were of major significance: The ex- 
port account or “export pound” proce- 
dure for financing imports was termi- 
nated, and the import entitlement 
procedure was made available for fi- 
nancing all types of imports from the 
dollar area. 


Foreign Trade Rises 


Exports, including reexports, for 
the first 2 months of 1955 were valued 
at E£26.3 million, compared with 
E£24.9 million for January and Feb- 
ruary 1954. Imports were valued at 
E£25.5 million, compared with E£22 
million for the first 2 months of 1954. 
Consequently, there was a favorable 
trade balance for the first 2 months 
of 1955 of E£.8 million, compared with 
a favorable balance of E£2.9 million 
for the corresponding period in 1954. 

Cotton exports continue to be dis- 
appointingly low in quantity, and the 
Minister of Finance reportedly has at- 
tributed the greater export value in 
January and February 1955 over the 
like period last year almost entirely to 
recent rice exports. 

The most important development of 
the quarter for American trade with 
Egypt was the announcement by the 
Ministry of Finance on February 28 
that, henceforth, any kind of goods 
might be imported from the dollar 
area against payment in dollar im- 
port entitlement. Furthermore, non- 
essential imports on the special list 
need not pay dollar entitlement at 
the special rate of 150 percent of the 
value of the nonessential commodity. 

The Government’s motive for 
relaxation of controls on dollar trade 


4 


Both the wholesale price 


level and the cost-of-living index 





was reported to be the hope that 
the import entitlement premium 
would rise so that dollar-paying 
countries, particularly Japan, would 
buy more cotton. The dollar area is 
now on an equal basis with the ster- 
ling area insofar as trade controls 
are concerned, except for certain ma- 
chinery and equipment which may be 
imported from the latter area and 
certain Western European countries 
with payment in sterling at the of- 
ficial rate. For all practical purposes, 
the dollar area is currently the United 
States with a small value of imports— 
E£2,184,000 in 1954—from Canada, 
Brazil, and Venezuela. However, the 
area includes all of the American 
Republics (except Chile), Liberia, and 
the Philippines. 

The Ministry of Finance announced 
on January 19 that no more import 
licenses would be issued with payment 
in Egyptian pounds through export 
accounts (export pounds) but that 
outstanding permits would be honored. 
This announcement brought to an 
end the “export account” procedure 
for financing imports which was 
started in October 1949 and which, 
at its zenith, had financed around 10 
percent of Egyptian imports and pos- 
sibly as much as one-half of the 
imports from hard-currency areas. 


Trade Missions Negotiate 


A number of trade missions visited 
Egypt during the quarter. A 10-man 
British mission, composed entirely of 
private businessmen, was in Cairo and 
Alexandria from January 29 to Feb- 
ruary 11. It was exceedingly well 
received by businessmen and Govern- 
ment officials. In the first part of 
January an 8-man Indian trade mis- 
sion, including one Government offi- 
cial, was in Egypt for 5 days. 

A Czechoslovak trade delegation 
arrived in Cairo on February 10 for 
the purpose of general trade discus- 
sions and renegotiation of the trade 
and payments agreements. A 13-man 
Hungarian trade mission, headed by 
the Vice Minister for Mining and Me- 
chanical Industries was in Egypt in 
the last 2 weeks of March, and a 
9-man Polish trade mission spent the 
month negotiating a revised trade and 
payments agreements. 


A Czechoslovak trade exhibition 
opened in Cairo on March 24 and 
closed in mid-April. It included such 
features as a restaurant, small movie 
theater, and a fashion show. On 


February 12 a permanent Japan 
Center was opened in Cairo with of. 
fices, exhibition space, and a 

film hall. The staff of four is 
financed jointly by the Japanese Goy. 
ernment and private industry and is 
performing the functions of an em. 
bassy commercial section. The 

tian Government announced that 
would participate in the Milan, Brug. 
sels, Barcelona, Paris, Pari, and Addis 
Ababa trade exhibitions during 195 
but that its own Cairo International 
Fair probably would be postponed 
from the winter of 1955-56 until the 
latter part of 1957. 


Project Agreements Signed 


The final project proposal to allo 
the $40-million development assist. 
ance program for the fiscal year 19% 
was signed in January. It is for rail 
way rehabilitation through purchase 
of ties, diesel locomotives, third-clagg 
passenger cars, baggage cars, and ma- 
chine tools. The United States is to 
contribute $16,163,000 and the Egyp- 
tian Government, the equivalent of 
$10,641,000. The U. S. contribution 
approximately one-tenth of the e- 
penses of the program scheduled to be 
completed in 1963. Of this contribu. 
tion, one-half of the total amount to 
be devoted to rolling stock—approxi- 
mately $5.3 million—must be spent in 
the United States. 


On February 23, the final projec 
agreements were signed to implement 
that part of development assistance— 
$23,337,000—devoted to highway im- 
provement, potable water supply sys- 
tem, waterways improvements, and 
new equipment for the machine work- 
shops of the Ministry of Public Works, 
The Egyptian Government is contri 
uting the equivalent of $32,607,000 for 
these projects. 


In January, a project agreement 
was signed with the Ministry of Mu- 
nicipal and Rural Affairs for slaugh- 
terhouse design, and in February the 
health program was implemented 
further by the signature of project 
agreements on a study of vital and 
health statistics and on technical as- 
sistance in the field of sanitary en- 
gineering services.—Emb., Cairo. 








World production of centrifugal 
cane sugar for 1954-55 now is estl- 
mated at 24.7 million short tons, raw 
value, a new record output and am 
increase of 3.3 percent-over the 239 
million tons produced last season, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Increased output is noted for every 
continent except North America, 
where decreased output reflects al- 
most entirely the further restrictions © 
on Cuban production. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Egyptian Trading Quiet; Economy Stable| 


General business conditions in Egypt during the first quarter of 1955 
were relatively quiet. 
Retail trade in the cities was at the level of the like period a year 
earlier, and commercial activity in general was lower than in the fall 
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gram was instituted in April. 


ces and discounts, thus terminating 
discussions carried on intermittently 
during much of 1954. As the basis for 
computing profits the new agreement 

ides for posted prices and a 2-per- 
cent discount retroactive to January 
1, 1954, a cash settlement for 1954 to 
be paid in two installments. 

The Government announced also 
that an understanding had been 
reached on the diversion of the former 
Haifa pipeline from Mafrak, Jordan, 
to Sidon, Lebanon, and on an increase 
inthe pumping capacity of the north- 
em pipelines to Banias, Syria, both 
to increase exports. 

As a result of these measures it was 
estimated unofficially that oil revenues 
might be 76 million Iraqi dinars (1 di- 
nar = US$2.80) in 1956, compared with 
57,198,723 dinars in 1954, and eventu- 
ally might reach 100 million dinars 
annually. For the first quarter of 1955, 
oil revenues were reported as 17,618,- 
033 dinars, compared with 11,600,851 
dinars in the like quarter of 1954. 


Development Program Effected 


The new 304,306,000-dinar develop- 
ment board program submitted to 
Parliament in December 1954 was 
passed during the last week of March 
and became effective April 1. Major 
sections of the program, as before, 
are as follows: Flood control, irriga- 
tion, and drainage, 111,185,000 dinars; 
toads and bridges, 58,700,000 dinars; 
airports and railways, 20,500,000 di- 
hars; public buildings, 44,675,000 di- 
Nars; housing, 8,750,000; industries, 
Mining, and electric power, 43,571,000; 
agriculture, forestry, and land settle- 
ment, 6,475,000; and other projects and 
administration, 10,450,000. The pro- 
gfam’s general direction and em- 
phasis remained unchanged; the 
program is to continue primarily as 
along-term capital works plan. The 
Main reasons for terminating the 
first program were the need to revise 
cost estimates and the realization 
that plans did not have to be so 
closely tied to expenditures. 

The principal projects for which 
bids were invited during the first 
quarter of 1954 were: The Baghdad 
Museum of Antiquities; a 210-meter 
highway bridge over the Tigris River 
at Amara; 49 kilometers of highway 
between Faluja and Ramadi, part of 
the Baghdad-Mediterranean road; 164 
kilometers of highway between Basra 
and Amara, a section of the Basra- 
Baghdad road; the construction of 
&n airport at Bamirni near the resort 
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The Iraqi Government and the Iraq Petroleum Co. and associated 
companies signed an agreement on March 24, settling differences over 





site of Sersang in the north; and two 
diesel electric power plants for Gov- 
ernment cement factories being erect- 
ed in the north. 


British Firm Gets Contract 


A 451,000-dinar contract was award- 
ed in March by the Development 
Board to a British firm for the con- 
struction of a highway bridge over the 
Euphrates at Samawa. Bids for the 
construction of a Government lubri- 
cating-oil refinery to be built adjacent 
to the gasoline refinery nearing com- 
pletion at Baghdad were under review 
during much of the quarter, and in 
the first week of April a 3,356,000- 
dinar contract for this project was 
awarded to the British subsidiary of a 
U.S. firm. This 25,000-ton lubricating- 
oil refinery is to be completed in the 
spring of 1957. The asphalt refinery 
under construction at Quaiyara near 
Mosul by the Development Board for 
the Oil Refineries Administration was 
completed but not in operation by the 
end of the quarter. The Muftiya as- 
phalt refinery, a plant formerly at 
Quaiyara and moved to Basra, went 
into operation in mid-February. 

Negotiations between a U. S. sulfur 
company and the Iraqi Government 
which had been resumed in the fall 
of 1954, again were interrupted in 
mid-January over the inability to 
agree on terms. Shortly thereafter the 
Iraqi Government brought in an ex- 
pert recommended by the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development to study sulfur resources 
and recommend methods of exploita- 
tion. The important Federal Opera- 
tions Administration-Development 
Board industrial survey of Iraq by a 
U. S. engineering firm got under way 
during the first quarter. 


Domestic Trade Brisk 


Wholesale and retail trade was brisk 
during the quarter; some large Bagh- 
dad firms were reporting sales as much 
as 20 percent above the corresponding 
period of 1954. Especially good was the 
volume of construction machinery and 
equipment, hardware and building ma- 
terials, vehicles, household appliances, 
and preseason wholesale sales of elec- 
tric fans and air-conditioning equip- 
ment. Retailers reported a steady 
growth in installment buying of big 
ticket items, and banks an expansion 
in wholesale business done on credit, 
reflecting a shortage of cash among 
merchants and consumers relative to 


Oil Agreement Increases Iraq's Revenues 


A subsidiary oil agreement increasing the Iraqi Government’s reve- 
gues was concluded in March 1955, and a new 5-year development pro- 


the increased demand. Merchants re- 
ported that the 1954 liberal licensing 
policy still prevailed on imports from 
the dollar area. 

The agricultural outlook at the end 
of the quarter was normal except for 
wheat and the market for dates. Early 
in February, based on growing condi- 
tions at that time and a good 1954 
wheat harvest, the High Supply Com- 
mittee authorized a second export 
quota of 50,000 tons. However, because 
of drought in the north the situation 
had changed by the end of the quarter, 
and on April 10 the export authoriza- 
tion was canceled, resulting in possibly 
18,000 tons of the quota still unshipped. 
General rains shortly thereafter ended 
the drought but were considered too 
late to benefit the 1955 wheat harvest, 
which unofficially was estimated at 
about 500,000 tons, a 30-percent reduc- 
tion. The barley outlook remained un- 
changed. 

The 1954 crop of about 320,000 tons 
of marketable dates, about 9 percent 
less than in 1953, was satisfactory, but 
marketing difficulties appeared early 
in the quarter. By mid-February it be- 
came evident that the Iraq Date Trad- 
ing Co., which has a monopoly on 
marketing Basra dates and buys from 
growers at fixed support prices, was 
having financial difficulties because 
exports were lagging. The company 
sought financial support from the Gov- 
ernment. 

Money Supply Up 


In the central Euphrates area, where 
there was no effective marketing or- 
ganization, the situation was worse. 
Domestic prices slumped as dates from 
that area moved more slowly than 
usual into export markets. To remedy 
this situation it was decided early in 
April to increase the capital of the 
Central Area Date Trading Co. from 
250,000 dinars to 1 million dinars.and 
to reorganize it as a monopoly along 
the lines of the Iraq Date Trading Co. 
at Basra. It seemed unlikely, however, 
that the new monopoly would be ef- 
fective much before the 1955 harvest 
and might encounter the same diffi- 
culties experienced by the Basra com- 
pany. 

The 1954 financial pattern was also 
evident in early 1955. The money sup- 
ply continued to increase; net notes 
and coins in circulation at the end of 
February amounted to 42,541,522 di- 
nars, about 3 percent above December 
31, 1954, a rate approximating the 17- 
percent increase in 1954. Consolidated 
figures for commercial bank’s current 
and savings accounts were not yet 
available. The cost-of-living index for 
unskilled workers in Baghdad, the only 
cost-of-living index, averaged for the 
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Outlook Good for Portuguese Economic 
Expansion; Electric Power Increases 


Prospects remained favorable in 
March and April for another year of 
moderate expansion in Portugal’s eco- 
nomic activity. 

Measurable changes in economic 
conditions were few and in most cases 
insignificant. 


As electric-power production was 
about 11 percent higher than a year 
ago, it was apparent that production 
by manufacturing industries and other 
large consumers had expanded. Elec- 
tric-energy reserves in the form of 
water stored at hydroelectric reser- 
voirs continued upward and were about 
a third greater than a year ago. Higher 
power reserves gave some assurance 
that the chemical fertilizer plants 
would be able to operate through most 
of the year. 


The agricultural outlook in most 
respects was promising. Soaking rains 
and mild weather, which continued to 
the end of March, benefited most 
crops. Pastures were in fine condition. 
The winter wheat harvest, however, 
was expected to be about 22 percent 
below last year’s record of "50,000 
metric tons. Production of olive oil 
from the harvest ended last February 
probably will be more than average 
for an off year. 


Following the usual seasonal pat- 
tern, both imports and exports in 
January declined sharply in value from 
the December totals, but in both cases 
the figures were above those for Janu- 
ary a year ago. The import volume of 
iron and steel, phosphate rock, and 
cotton was well above that for Janu- 
ary 1954. Exports of canned fish and 
naval stores increased in quantity, 
while wine and cork shipments de- 
clined. 


Price Changes Small 

Changes were insignificant in prices 
for major commodities or in living 
costs. Prices for foodstuffs at Lisbon 
in January were slightly lower than a 
year ago but fractionally higher than 
in the last 4 months of 1954. Fresh- 
fish prices at Lisbon declined in Janu- 
ary from the level in previous months, 
offsetting rises in prices for various 
other foodstuffs. Wholesale prices for 
wheat and rice were slightly higher 
in January than in December but at 
about the level recorded a year ago. 

Financial indicators also showed few 
significant changes. Money rates re- 
mained easy. The capital market was 
active in the first quarter of 1955, but 
quotations for common stocks tended 
to sag below the new peak recorded 
in December 1954. Evidence that there 
are ample supplies of funds seeking in- 
vestment was provided by the over- 
subscription, by more than six times, 
of the initial offer to the public of 


6 


shares in a new company organized 
to construct an integrated steel plant. 


New business organized in the last 
quarter of 1954 involved the invest- 
ment of substantially more capital 
than in other quarters of the year. 
Building construction was active 
throughout 1954, and on the basis of 
figures for cement and brick produc- 
tion has remained active since then. 
Indications are, however, that some 
capital invested in real estate and the 
building industries has been diverted 
to industrial and other ventures, con- 
tributing to the vigorous rise in stock 
quotations last year. 


Air transportation set new records 
in 1954, and a further increase in air 
traffic is expected for 1955. Prospects 
for further expansion in tourism are 
good. Hotel accommodations are dif- 
ficult to find in the Lisbon area. Sev- 
eral hotels are under construction or 
are being expanded. Large-scale hotel 
projects include a new 300-room luxury 
hotel on which work began last month 
and rebuilding of the 280-room Tivoli 
Hotel.—Emb., Lisbon. 





Indian Policy .. . 


(Continued from Page 2) 
1958, and to the automotive spark plug 
and some other industries for shorter 
periods. In March, the export of rhesus 
monkeys was placed under strict ex- 
port licensing for medical research 
and polio vaccine production only, as 
a result of reports of inhumane treat- 
ment of the monkeys in transit. 


The Burmah-Shell petroleum-refin- 
ing installation was opened at Trom- 
bay, near Bombay. This refinery brings 
total output capacity of various pe- 
troleum products to 3.1 million tons 
a year, comparéd with India’s esti- 
mated requirements of 4 million tons. 
Aviation gasoline, solvent, lubricants, 
and other special oils will continue 
to be imported. 

Six industrial projects were licensed 
for the manufacture of approximately 
106,000 tons of ferromanganese yearly 
and 3 power stations in hydroelectric 
projects began operations. Industry 
was stimulated by the establishment 
of an Industrial Credit and Invest- 
ment Corp. for developing private in- 
dustry and the establishment of three 
more state finance corporations for 
assisting small-scale industries. 


At the quarter’s end the official 
draft of the second 5-year plan had 
not been released, but provisions were 
reported to have been made for a total 
expenditure of 65,000 million rupees, of 
which 22,000 million will be invested 
by the private sector. It will aim at 
raising national income by about 25 
percent over present levels, in con- 


——— 


France Seeks To Aid - 
Underdeveloped Areas 





The French Government 
adopted the policy of promoting the 
growth of the country’s underdeygl. 
oped regions, the Finance 
told the French Economic Geography 
Society. 

After pointing out the undesirability 
of the traditional heavy concentration 
of industry in the Paris regi 
percent of all new factories or f 
expansions have been built in the 
Paris region in recent years—he 
that it is necessary to assist the othe 
French regions to develop their egg. 
nomic advantages. 

It is not a question of imposing this 
policy of deconcentration by meang of 
authoritarian planning which would 
lead to the creation of irrational sit 
uations and new sources of waste, the 
Minister stated. It is instead a matter 
of stimulating local private initiative, 
which is the only one qualified 
judge regional economic possibilities 
The role of the Government is 
guide these voluntary efforts; in no 
case should it be substituted for vol 
untary efforts. The Government also 
will take care of social needs by con- 
structing housing, schools, and ho 
pitals. 

In addition, the Government wil 
encourage the popularization of new 
techniques for agriculture and te 
grouping, specialization agreements, 
mergers, and concentration in indus- 
try. The tax system should be used 
to facilitate these moves to reorganiz 
industry, the Minister stated. The 
Government also will try to lower 
transport and power costs so as @ 
bring about a reduction in the cost of 
industrial products.—Emb., Paris. 








trast to a rise of only 11 percent en- 
visaged in the current plan. A more 
ambitious plan was released by the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry; however, 
both the Government and the federa- 
tion appeared to be thinking in terms 
of greater emphasis on industriall- 
zation. 


Indian newspapers reported widely 
the visit of the Director of the Foreign 
Operations Administration and his re- 
mark that no political strings were 
attached to U. S. economic aid. De 
tails of the $60.5 million in develop- 
ment assistance to be received from 
the United States during the c 
fiscal year also received prominent 
coverage.—Emb., New Delhi. 





World beet sugar production in 1954- 
55 now is estimated at 15.6 million 
short tons, raw value, 4.4 percent less 
than the record 16.3 million tons of 
last season, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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id | Stock Trade Doubles New Uruguayan Government Plans 
reas} On Vienna Exchange 


Solution of Economic Problems 


it hag Trading on the Vienna stock ex- 














ing the | change in 1954 amounted to 811,680,000 The inauguration of Uruguay’s newly elected government, headed by 
rdeyel. | schillings, or US$32 million, more than a National Executive Council of nine men, was the focus of attention 
{inister } twice as much as in 1953. during March. 
graphy | stock prices advanced an average of In his inaugural address on March 1, the president of the council 
4) percent, and the total value of trade yeyiewed the economic difficulties facing the nation and the means by 
fe in age a hed 160 —, which they might be solved. He in- 
tra j e fac at no new issues gicated : 
ion—~y oad listed by the exchange. The  eHigh eagueten sean at ‘the live. Swmption requirements. Rough-rice 
factory § yalue of bond trade increased by 62 stock industry which must be reduced production 1 anes 36 at ae 
in the § percent from 1953 to 1954. through scientific methods backed by Sons, a6 COMPAID with eee ee ae 
: stated # The securities market was affected, Government aid. 1954, and that of sunflower seed at 
e other § in general, by Austria’s improved for- — eThe need for improved highways, 107000 tons, as compared = pn 
ir eco. § eign-trade balance, the growth of for- to be met by a broad plan of public Cond, Pay ee 
eign-exchange holdings, increased works. preg n ny sy a — png gy one 
ng this § pank deposits, and the high level of — eThe problem of industrial develop- octorate tel —— sa f milled ~. 
Cans of § industrial and commercial activityand ment, which has passed the stage of ns 10.000 a / f cana il 
employment, but of particular impor- producing solely for the domestic ted to- ~ : ail ble a ' see 
ial sit. § tance were the capital market laws market and now is facing the critical por od 1955 Pifeeron Pong ge 
ste, the f enacted in July 1954 (see Foreign point of entering the competitive in- pie wer ~ oon “that th pow 
matter | Commerce Weekly, Feb. 7, 1955, p. 13). ternational market. oe nin at 7 th . ee! ar 
tiative, The recently enacted Securities Val- The magnitude of the budgetary . more gen 2 6 poo rd ttt 
fied to dation Law clarified the status of and financial difficulties. pr oe . ped : 
bilities | the many securities with disputed The President promised that the weoi sales wore aotive early in 
' Is tf | titles resulting from the war and im- solution to these and other problems Ma — Raa a ined ore = fen” he 
in 00 § mediate postwar period. would have the most careful consid- me to 6 wre sae 4. 
or vol- The most important effect of the eration. ports taled 16,055 bales and were 
nt also Nationalized Enterprises Indemnifica- considerably above those of the pre- 
y con. tion Law on the securities market was Agricultural Prospects Improve ceding month. The Netherlands, the 
d hoe | the removal from the trading market _ Widespread rains, which began in United Kingdom, and the United 
of the securities of nationalized enter- February and continued into March, States were the principal buyers. Total 
nt will | prises. The annual report of the Vi- left pastures in excellent condition wool exports for the first half of the 
of new § enna Stock Exchange Chamber (Wie- nd stimulated producers of livestock current season — October 1954-March 
nd Te ner Boersekammer) for 1954 estimates to plan for an increase in cattle num- 1955—amounted to 56,355 bales, about 
ments, | that the result was a reduction of ers. Prices for breeding stock in- 3 percent below the like period of the 
indus § bout one-fifth in the number of creased by 25 percent, as compared Preceding season. Wool prices re- 
e used § stocks available for trading. with those in a few previous months, Mained steady at 21 pesos per 10 kilo- 
'ganize No new issues were listed by the ex- Sugar-beet and apple harvests were STrams 0 a 
. The change during 1954 as has been the under way, record-breaking yields ee ee 
lowet | case every year since the end of the img in prospect. Meat Situation Unchanged 
be war. The growing demand for se- Sugar production is expected to sup- The meat situation was unchanged, 
cost of § curities, therefore, was focused on a Ply nearly one-third of domestic con- the foreign-owned meat packers re- 
* smaller supply of paper, adding to the maining closed. The new administra- 
existing trend toward price increases. tion announced no decision regarding 
nt Dg exumtes May Tnereas Ireland Fosters Foreign | payment of 198 operating ses of 
more ' ; . , 
ny the SEE a cxnsieet 96 meee  pphmag Capital Investment promised by the former government. 
ers of increase in the number of securities Arrangements are being made oe a i ee 
WEVEE, on the market. The primary purpose to bring directly to the notice of tations were A con The amon for 
edera- of the Schilling Opening Balance manufacturing interests in the sheepskins strengthened on the other 
terms Sheet Law is to permit, and require, United States and in Europe the we and prices rose to 13 pesos per 
striall | a revaluation of assets reflecting advantage of investment in Ire- 10 bitiebatioe at the end of thn meet 
changes resulting from war and post- land, the Irish Minister for In- Uruguayan imports during 1954 were 
widely | war developments. Corporations are dustry and Commerce has an- announced tentatively as Beet to- 
‘oreign expected to issue new securities to nounced. taled $273.4 million in value ad ex- 
his re- | present stockholders representing the He stated that a delegation ports, $249 million, leaving a trade 
s were increased book value of property which from the Irish Industrial Devel- deficit of $24.4 million heave Decem- 
d. De § generally will result. opment Authority was visiting ber imports of $37.4 million, in contrast 
ver In addition, with the revaluation of Sweden and would also visit to exports of only $10.8 million, re- 
| from | corporations’ liabilities and assets Western Germany, and that a sulted in the elimination of the export 
a most firms will be in a better position delegation to the United States balance of $2.2 million at the end of 
¥ to use the capital market to increase was under consideration. The November. 
their working capital by issuing new | Minister felt that “subject to na- The money situation appeared to be 
stocks or bonds. Anticipation and tional safeguards, it was essential tighter during March, the require- 
a 1954- T passage of the Schilling Balance Sheet that the investment of foreign | ments for temporary financing of 
a Law increased interest in stocks, and capital and technical compe- plant expansions in various fields hav- 
onal the inactive trading which character- oo . .. Should be wan more ing absorbed any excess remaining 
sitaral ed the first months of the year ern a ee te. from import financing. Foreign collec- 
(Continued on Page 8) : (Continued on Page 8) 
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Spanish Industrial Output High; 
Prospects Good for Agriculture 


Production in Spain’s basic industries continued at high levels in 
March, and agricultural prospects were excellent although some sectors, 


notably Andalusia, felt the need of additional rains. 


serves were at high levels. 


Hydroelectric re- 


Partially offsetting the more favorable factors were the continued, 


though unmeasured, upward pressure 
of prices and freeze damage to almond 
trees. 


Favorable weather and moisture 
conditions, and consequent continued 
satisfactory development of pasture 
and winter wheat crops, led Govern- 
ment officials to make optimistic state- 
ments that no cereal-grain imports 
would be required in 1955. This was 
interpreted by some officials as mean- 
ing that Spain would not take up its 
International Wheat Agreement quota, 
which is mandatory on member coun- 
tries only when wheat is selling below 
minimum prices. 


Prospects for all crops, in addition 
to cereals, are reported generally to 
be good. The exception is the outlook 
for almonds—usually the source of 
some 4 percent of foreign-exchange 
earnings, which is reported unfavor- 
able because of notable damage from 
late freezes. Favorable conditions in 
the pastures and the relatively mild 
winter were beneficial to livestock 
owners. 


Power Reserves High 


Hydroelectric-power reserves were at 
the highest for the season in 4 years. 
Though demand for power is continu- 
ing to grow and late spring runoff 
from snow will be disappointing be- 
cause of thin snow cover, it seems 
likely: that power restrictions, if they 
became necessary in 1955, will be 
imposed later and will be less severe 
than in 1953 and 1954. Electric-power 
producers were given permission to 
raise their rates approximately 11 per- 
cent effective April 1. 


Crude-steel production totaled 206,- 
000 metric tons in January and Feb- 
ruary 1955, compared with 156,000 tons 
in the corresponding period of 1954. 
Cement production in January and 
February 1955 reached 542,000 tons, a 
sizeable gain over the 448,000 tons in 
January and February 1954. Coal pro- 
duction gained slightly. 


Retail trade appeared to be holding 
up very well in March. High inven- 
tories were not mentioned as placing 
excessive burdens on wholesale and 
retail distribution. Such complaints 
were heard in the closing months of 
last year, but many observers did not 
take them to mean well-filled pipe- 
lines in the ordinary sense. The 
Spanish merchant has lived so long 
from hand to mouth that even small 





stocks appear somewhat overwhelm- 
ing. 

March is the month of annual 
meetings and reports of the major 
banks. Almost without exception they 
showed pride in 1954 accomplishments, 
particularly with respect to the size 
of their participation in industry and 
Government financing. Dividends did 
not change noticeably, although many 
banks complained about rising costs. 
Refunding of a 2-billion-peseta Treas- 
ury bond issue was the most important 
event in the money market. 

No change of note occurred in offi- 
cial import and export exchange 
rates. In Tangier the peseta quota- 
tion ranged narrowly between 43.60 
and 44.35 pesetas to the dollar. The 
improvement to 43.60 reflected in- 
creasing tourist traffic. 

Foreign Trade Subnormal 

Trade with major European coun- 
tries was below normal for the season. 
Citrus exports to the historical mar- 
kets were blow average, because of 
poor quality and competition en- 
countered from other Mediterranean 
producers. Imports continued to be 
hampered by Spain’s failure to earn 
exchange normally; imports from 
Germany still were almost entirely 
prohibited. Optimism concerning an 
early solution of this situation with 
Germany increased at the end of 
the month as preliminary technical 
negotiations looking toward a new 
trade agreement were announced. 

After what newspapers called en- 
couraging statements from Argentine 
officials concerning the possibilities 
for settling the Franco-Peron debt, 
two important Spanish functionaries 
left for Buenos Aires in late March to 
seek to reestablish a basis for normal 
trading. It was alleged that Spain 
would pay its debt by constructing 
oceangoing vessels for Argentina and 
by shipping nonessential commodities. 

Arrivals of goods financed by the 
Foreign Operations Administration 
during March from the United States 
and other sources were valued at $3 
million, bringing the total of such 
goods received in, Spain to $34.5 mil- 
lion during the past 8 months.—Emb., 
Madrid. 





U. S. exports of sardines, including 
pilchards, totaled $3,062,000 in 1954, 
38-percent increase over the export 
value of $2,220,000 in 1953. 


Stock Trade... 

(Continued from Page 7) 
changed with the result that an 
ward price tendency continued 
the end of 1954. The last date 
could use for the new opening b 
sheet, computed in schillings, wy 
January 1, 1955. Statements, theref 
will be published by all corporation 
during the current year. 

The withdrawal of stocks for valida. 
tion and indemnification concentrateg 
demand on other types of securities 
and prices of existing bond 





rose during the year. Unlike the con 
porate stock situation, however, them 
were several bond issues during the 
year. About 610 million schillings, 
US$23 million, was issued in mort 
and municipal bonds, including th 
Housing Reconstruction Fund Loay 

The second issue of the Vienng 
Opera Loan was for 45 million sehi- 
lings, US$1.7 million, and the first half 
of the Philips G. m. b. H. Low 
amounted to 15 million  schillings 
US$600,000. The Philips loan, thobgh 
small, was the first corporate bond ig 
sue since 1952 and attracted consid 
erable investor interest. 


The Vienna stock exchange antic. 
pates the increased issuance of secur 
ties in the future, particularly ney 
stock issues. Although the Vienna 
stock exchange is small in comparison 
with the world’s major security mat 
kets and probably will remain of 
primarily internal significance, the 
developments in 1954 and the fimt 
months of 1955 suggest an increase 
in its importance to the Austrian 
economy and probably further growth 
in the future —Emb., Vienna. 





New Uruguayan... 
(Continued from Page 7) 
tions, nevertheless, were met promptly, 
although domestic collections, espetl 
ally in the interior, were slower. 


Retailers complained of decreased 
sales, especially of students’ apparel 
and school supplies, attributed to the 
postponed opening of schools because 
of the polio epidemic. Other measures 
designed to check the spread of the 
disease from one part of the country @ 
another had an adverse effect upon 
travel and tourist activities. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
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Spain and W. Germany 
Sign $130 Million Pact 


A new trade agreement between 

and Western Germany provid- 

ing for an exchange of goods to the 

yalue of about $65 million a year in 

each direction, was concluded in 
Bonn on April 22. 

An important revision of the quota 
lists requires the Spanish to take only 
20 percent of this amount in specified 
German products and allows complete 
freedom in the selection of the re- 
mainder. Germany will import the 
customary items in its trade with 
Spain. Quota lists, showing products 
and values, are to be released soon. 

The Spanish deficit in the clearing 
account with Germany was liquidated 
successfully in April, before the sign- 

of the new agreement. In the 
future there is to be no swing balance. 
In its place, the deutscher Laender 
Bank has extended a credit of 90 
million German marks or US$21,400, 
bearing interest at 2.5 to 3 percent and 
repayable in 5 years, to be used to 
pay overdue Spanish commercial 
obligations, outside previous clearing 
arrangements, now totaling about. 40 
million marks, or US$11,660, and to 
aid in financing future Spanish im- 
ports. 

The prospects are that German- 
Spanish trade will return to normal 
rapidly now that debt and credit 
problems have been resolved tem- 
porarily. The chronic Spanish deficit 
in its trade with Germany, however, 
will probably cause a rapid exhaustion 
of the uncompromised portions of the 
hew credit, and the difficulty in ex- 
panding Spanish exports again will 
become a limited factor in its trade. — 
Emb., Madrid. 





Ecuador Raises Import Duties 
On Lace and Elastic Fabrics 


Ecuadoran import duties on lace of 
various materials and on elastic fabrics 
have been increased heavily by a 
decree of March 14. This decree covers 
all shipments of goods on which im- 
port permits were granted after its 
date of publication, March 30. 


Tariff items affected and their new 
rates, in sucres per net kilogram, with 
former rates in parentheses, are as 
follows (1 sucre—US$0.0660) : 


486, Lace of artificial silk, of artificial silk 
Waste, and of synthetic textile fibers, mixed 
or not with other textile materials, except 
Silk, 600.00 (200.00). 

539, Lace, cotton, 250.00 (80.00). 

559, Lace, tulles and net fabrics, figured or 
not, of flax, hemp, ramie, or other vegetable 
textile materials: (a) Lace, 300.00 (100.00); 
(b) other, 50.00 (50.00). 

576, Elastic fibers, ribbons, and passemen- 
terie, 60.00 (30.00). 

No change is made in the import 


duty applicable to tariff item 456, lace 
May 23, 1955 


Jordan Enacts New Legislation 
To Promote Foreign Investment 


The Jordanian parliament passed two new laws on April 19 to encour- 
age investment of private foreign capital in industrial enterprises in that 
country. Royal decrees have just been issued directing their publication 
and entry into effect one month later. 


The first of these laws entitled, 
Foreign Capital Investment,” provides 
statutory assurance that profits from 
foreign investments may be remitted 
regularly in the currency in which the 
original investment is registered. No 
limit on such transfers is imposed 
except that the annual amount should 
be established by accepted accounting 
procedures. Foreign employees simi- 
larly may transfer their earnings over 
and above local expenditure require- 
ments. 


Repatriation of invested capital will 
be permitted after 1 year with trans- 
fer in the same foreign exchange as 
the original investment in 4 equal 
annual installments. The Government 
is authorized to approve even more 
liberal provisions upon application by 
interested parties. 

A special committee, the same one 
entrusted with the law for encourage- 
ment of industry, is to pass on indi- 
vidual investment proposals. To be 
eligible, proposed enterprises should 
be generally beneficial to the national 
economy of Jordan, should not com- 
pete unfairly with existing enterprises, 
or be contrary to public policy. 


No legislative limit is placed on the 
share in a given enterprise that may 
be held by foreign capital, but the 
committee shall establish a ratio to 
local capital for a given enterprise at 
the time the proposed project is ap- 
proved. Enterprises involving foreign 
capital will be accorded the facilities 
and exemptions specified in the law 
for the encouragement of industry if 
they qualify otherwise under its terms. 
In general, foreign investment enter- 
prises are allowed the same privileges 
and treatment as local businesses. 


The companion piece of legislation 
entitled, “A Law for the Encourage- 
ment and Guidance of Industry,” sup- 
plements the foreign capital invest- 
ment law. It affords incentives such 
as tax relief, and relief from customs 
duties to industries classified as essen- 
tial to Jordan development. Although 
a list of specific industries singled out 
for such treatment exists, others may 
be approved for inclusion, within the 
terms of the law, upon application to 





of silk, floss silk, or floss silk waste, 
pure or mixed with other textiles; the 
rate applicable to this item is 200.00 
sucres per net kilogram.—Registro 
Oficial, March 30, 1955. 


“A Law for the Encouragement of 





the Council of Ministers and recom- 
mendation by the committee. 


To benefit under the law, mechan- 
ization is required and the capital 
value of production equipment must 
not be, unless specifically approved, 
less than 2,000 dinars or. US$5,600. 
Existing industries may apply for ben- 
efits under the provisions of this law. 


Further information including copies 
of these laws is available from the 
Near Eastern and African Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C—Emb., Amman. 





West Germany Establishes 
Federal Aviation Office 


A new Federal aviation office (Luft- 
fahrt-Bundesamt) has been estab- 
lished by the Federal Republic of 
Germany to promote technical de- 
velopments in aviation, and to oversee 
the safety of air traffic and sport 
flying. 

Instead of establishing one Federal 
authority to supervise air traffic con- 
trol, testing and certification, and 
control and maintenance of air safety, 
the West German Government has 
decided to divide these functions 
among several Federal authorities and 
to charge the aviation department of 
the Ministry of Transport with re- 
sponsibility for their coordination. 

Accordingly, the Federal Institute 
for Flying Safety (Bundesanstalt fuer 
Flugsicherung) will continue to handle 
air-traffic-control functions, the newly 
established Federal aviation office will 
be responsible for the certification of 
aviation equipment, and testing will 
be carried out in the future by private 
test agencies recognized by the Fed- 
eral Government. 

Plans also exist to establish an ad- 
visory committee, to be appointed by 
the Federal Minister of Transport, 
similar to the German Aircraft In- 
dustry Committee (Deutschen Luft- 
fahrzeugausschuss) which existed 
before 1933. The advisory committee’s 
principal function would be the is- 
Suance of construction and testing 
regulations, on which the success of 
the future German aviation industry 
may largely depend.—HICOG, Bonn. 
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U.S. Exporters May Need To Get 
Advance German Tariff Rulings 


American exporters may find it advantageous to obtain advance rul- 
ings from Western Germany on duties to be assessed on individual prod- 
ucts, in view of the many quantitative restrictions on German imports 
from the dollar area, and the recent large-scale tariff reductions (see 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 9 and 16). 


German tariff regulations, currently 
in effect, covering procedures on ad- 
vance nonbinding rulings and also 
binding rulings are summarized as 
follows: 

German laws distinguish between 
binding and nonbinding tariff state- 
ments. Customhouses and main cus- 
toms offices will give nonbinding tariff 
advice, upon request, under paragraph 
89 of the General Customs Code. Such 
advice may be given orally or in writ- 
ing but is restricted to requests which 
can be determined readily under one 
of the categories defined in the tariff 
schedule. Where commodities require 
special examination, such as chemical 
analysis or an opinion by a commodity 
expert, nonbinding advice may not be 
given the applicant. 


The law does not prescribe a special 
form for nonbinding tariff statements, 
although they usually include a clause 
inviting attention to the nonbinding 
nature of the tariff statement. The 
absence of such a proviso, however, 
engenders no legal claim on the part 
of the inquirer. Nonbinding tariff 
statements merely speed up procedure. 

If goods are later assessed at a rate 
higher than was indicated in the non- 
binding statement, the inquirer has 
no right of appeal for a loss from 
such assessment. For this reason, im- 
porters and forwarders usually secure 
a binding tariff ruling on large ship- 
ments or high-priced merchandise. 

Businessmen may obtain binding 
tariff information from land (State) 
finance offices (Oberfinanzdirektion- 
en) as provided uncler paragraph 63 
of the customs law. The procedure is 
described. in detail in the General 
Customs Code (par. 80 ff.). 

Binding Rulings 

To secure a binding ruling, the 
inquirer submits, either by direct cor- 
respondence or through a customs 
broker, or the American consul, an 
application on a prescribed form 
(Form A-307) available, free of 
charge, from customhouses or land 
finance offices. Samples must be suffi- 
cient to permit any necessary chemi- 
cal, microscopic, or other technical 
tests. If for any reason it is not 
practicable to supply samples (e.g., 
machines and apparatus), illustra- 
tions or accurate descriptions must 
be attached in quadruplicate to the 
application. 

All applications are to be sent to 
the Land Finance Office in charge of 





the customhouse where the goods are 
to be cleared. Directors of land finance 
offices are the only officials authorized 
to issue binding tariff rulings. 

As a rule, the preparation of a bind- 
ing tariff statement requires special re- 
search and testing and may take con- 
siderable time. Such statement is al- 
ways supplied in writing. It is binding 
only within the area under the juris- 
diction of the respective Land Finance 
Office and confers on the applicant a 
legal right to a duty charge not higher 
than that mentioned in the statement. 

Binding tariff rulings are subject to 
audit and review by the Federal Minis- 
ter of Finance. Should the Minister 
decide that a ruling is not correct, the 
Land Finance Office may modify or 
annul! it, and so advise the inquirer. 
In this event, the original statement 
will continue in force for 3 months 
after the change, provided the appli- 
cant proves that contracts for the 
goods were made in good faith on the 
basis of the original advice. 

Binding tariff rulings lapse auto- 
matically in the event of a change in 
tariff rates, or other legislative action, 
affecting customs treatment of the 
goods in question. Binding tariff state- 
ments may include nonbinding sec- 
tions. These statements usually list 
the current rates of turnover equaliza- 
tion taxes, excise taxes, etc., as well as 
the respective commodity code num- 
bers of the foreign trade statistical 
schedule. 

Right of appeal from binding tariff 
decisions is granted inquirers in ac- 
cordance with paragraph 236 of the 
German Revenue Code (Reichsabga- 
benordnung). Such appeals will be 
considered by the respective Land Fi- 
nance Office. Its decision may be ap- 
pealed to the Federal Finance Court 
in Munich. 

Expenses incident to the examina- 
tion, analysis, packing, and transpor- 
tation of samples are borne by the ap- 
plicant. No other charges are made. 


* When wording of the tariff nomen- 


clature leaves a doubt, foreign traders 
usually consider this comparatively 
small outlay well‘ worth the eventual 
assurance of the customs charges on a 
proposed transaction. 





Netherlands exports of fats and oils 
amounted to 301,622 short tons, an in- 
crease of nearly one-half over 1953.— 
Emb., The Hague. 


a 


U. S. Firm To Develop 
Oil Field in Argenting 


A contract for petroleum e 
ration and development was sigr 
April 25, between the Argentine Gop 
ernment and Compania Californy 
Argentina de Petroleo, S. A., wholly. 
owned subsidiary of Standard Oi] ¢ 
California. 


The contract is to run for 40 
with an automatic extension for § 
years at the company’s option, § 
covers exploration and development 
by the company of a 50,000 squan 
kilometer tract in the southwed 
corner of Santa Cruz territory. 


The oil and gas produced, except 
as specified, is to be sold to YPF, th 
State-owned petroleum entity, for 4 
price equivalent to posted east Texgy 
field prices for similar gravity oil leg 
5 percent. The contract provides fo 
the company to export excess oil whey 
the nation’s demand is met. 

Net proceeds are to be divided 
equally with the Government. Upon 
termination of the contract, title to al] 
machinery, equipment, and installa 
tions in the contract area will revert 
to the State. 

The contract was signed by the 
Minister of Industry “ad referen- 
dum” for the executive power and & 
to become effective when ratified by 
Executive decree and approved by 
Congress.—Emb., Buenos Aires. 









New Zealand Exempts Certain 
Iron, Steel Items From Duty | 


All customs duties on certain types 
of iron and steel products have been 
suspended by New Zealand from April 
22 through December 31, as ai 
nounced by the Governor General. 

The imports affected are classified 
as follows: 

357, Metal: (4) Iron, galvanized or plaia 
black, viz., angle, tee, bar, bolt, channel, rod, 
and rolled girders; iron girders expanded, but 
otherwise unworked—except angles, tees, and 
zeds, over 4 united inches; channels over 3 
inch web; joists and girders 3 inch web and 
over; beams 6 inches by 6 inches and Ove 


rounds 2 inch and over; squares 3 inch 
over, hexagons 3 inches across flats and Over 


(5) Iron: (a) Sheet, plate including rolled 
chequered plates, or hoop—except hoop 6 
inches in width or over—plain, whether black, 
polished, galvanized, plated, tinned, or other 
wise coated with metal, n. e. s., except 
exceeding 1% inch in thickness and tin 4 
(b) corrugated sheet iron. 


The prevailing tariff for these items 
is free for the United Kingdom under 
the British preferential, and 20 pet 
cent ad valorem for most types from 
the United States and other most-fav- 
ored nations. The shortage of such 
iron and steel products which cannot 
be obtained in sufficient quantities 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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West German N 
LEGISLATIVE IWEWS 


Recent legislative developments in 
the Federal Republic of Germany of 
interest to traders and potential in- 
yestors are summarized as follows: 

Legislation Passed , 

Law of February 24, Ratifying the 
Yniversal Copyright Convention 
gigned on September 6, 1952.—The 
gonvention, signed by 40 States, pro- 
yides, among other things, that pub- 
lished works of nationals of any con- 
tracting State, and works first pub- 
lished in that State shall enjoy in 
every other contracting State the same 
protection as the latter accords to 
works of its nationals first published 
in its own territory. As to unpublished 
works, the author will enjoy national 
treatment for his works in all coun- 
tries which are a party to the conven- 
tion, if he is a citizen of one of the 
contracting States. 


Law Ratifying the Convention with 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, August 18, 1954, 
to Avoid Double Taxation, and to Pre- 
yent Fiscal Evasion of Taxes on In- 
come.—The double taxation agreement 
ratified by this law is the second such 
treaty concluded by the Federal Re- 
public. It was modeled after similar 
agreements concluded by the United 
Kingdom with a number of other 
countries and, in contrast with former 
German practice, applies to the tax- 
payers of both states and not only to 
their citizens. 

The key provision is Article XVI, 
which provides that in all cases in 
which income would, under the laws 
of the contracting parties and the 
present convention, still be subject to 
fax in both territories, relief from 
double taxation shall be given by al- 
lowing the German tax as a credit 
against the United Kingdom tax pay- 
able on income from sources within 
the Federal Republic or, by exempt- 
ing from Federal Republic tax income 
sources in the United Kingdom. The 
law has been passed by both houses 
but was not yet published as of April 7. 

Law Ratifying the International 
Convention of November 7, 1952, to 
Facilitate the Import of Commercial 
Samples and Advertising Material.— 
By this convention, the signatory 
states adoped uniform regulations on 
the import of commercial samples and 
advertising material to promote the 
expansion of international trade. 
These regulations provide in general 
for exemption from import duties, 
and for a temporary waiver of import 
Prohibitions and restrictions on com- 
Mercial samples of goods of all kinds, 
and advertising materials. In signing, 
the Federal Republic reserved the 
tight to exclude samples of roasted 
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U. K. Procedures Set To Import Surplus 
Fruits, Cooked Poultry From United States © 


The British Board of Trade has an- 
nounced the procedures under which 
certain fresh citrus fruits, canned 
fruits, and cooked poultry may be 
imported from the United States 
under section 402 of the Mutual Se- 
curity Act, 1954, which provides for 
the sale of surplus U. S. agricultural 
commodities. 

The quotas set up for canned fruits 
cover canned pears, and canned fruit 
cocktail. Import licenses issued under 
each will be valid until November 30. 

Licenses covering canned fruits will 
be granted on the following basis: A 
portion of each quota will be set aside 
for distribution among first-hand 
distributors who hold a unit-voucher 
entitlement under the Ministry of 
Food’s plan of distribution of canned 
fruits; the remaining portion of each 
quota will be available for distribu- 
tion among importers (whether first- 
hand distributors or not) who im- 
ported canned or bottled fruit in 
syrup from any source in 1954. 

The quotas set up for fresh citrus 
fruits cover oranges and/or lemons, 
and grapefruit. Applications for im- 
port licenses will be considered from 





coffee, coffee and tea extracts, and 
tobacco products including cigarette 
paper, from these provisions. The Law 
has been passed by both houses but 
was not yet published as of April 7. 


Legislation Pending 


Amendment of the Law Concerning 
Installment Sales Transactions — 
Under this amendment, down pay- 
ment of 25 percent would be required 
if the purchase price is over 500 Ger- 
man marks (500 German marks=US 
$120), and 20 percent if purchase price 
is 500 marks and under. Also 12 
months would be set as the maximum 
time for payment if the purchase price 
is not over 1,000 marks, and 24 months 
for higher sums. It would allow the 
buyer, under certain circumstantes, 
to cancel the purchase contract and 
get his money back upon return of the 
article purchased. 

Agreement between the United 
States of America and the Federal 
Republic of Germany of October 15, 
1954, Concerning Tax Relief to be Ac- 
corded by the Federal Republic to U.S. 
Expenditures in the Interest of the 
Common Defense—tThis so-called 
“Off-shore tax law,” is designed to 
ratify the agreement concluded on 
October 15, 1954, which provides for 
certain exemptions from Federal taxes 
and customs duties in the procurement 
of goods and services destined for the 
common defense and paid for by U. 8. 
funds. In addition to the ratification, 
the law contains a number of imple- 
menting regulations—HICOG, Bonn. 


first-hand salesmen of U. S. fresh 
citrus fruit on the basis of their trade 
as shown in the returns made in 1944 
to the Ministry of Food. Applications 
for licenses also will be considered 
from others interested in the trade, 
but no details are available yet on 
the issuance of these licenses. As 
quantities are limited, it may not be 
possible initially to issue licenses to 
such applicants for more than the 
value of one carload each of fresh 
oranges and/or lemons, and fresh 
grapefruit. 

Licenses issued for fresh citrus fruit 
will be valid for imports of fresh lem- 
ons and fresh grapefruit arriving not 
later than September 30, and for fresh 
—— arriving not later than Octo- 

er 31. 


Specific licenses for cooked poultry, 
including canned and open pack, will 
be issued within an overall quota of 
$250,000. Although the licenses will 
be valid for imports arriving in the 
United Kingdom not later than Sep- 
tember 30, contracts must be com- 
pleted by June 30 and shipments made 
not later than August 31. Since no 
imports of poultry from the United 
States have been made in recent 
years, licenses will be issued to traders 
on the basis of their imports from all 
sources in 1954 of fresh, cooked, 
chilled, or frozen poultry, and/or 
poultry in cans or open pack. 

The Foreign ‘Operations Adminis- 
tration has issued procurement au- 
thorizations of $6 million for fresh 
oranges, grapefruit, and lemons, $3 
million for canned pears and/or 
canned mixed fruit, and $250,000 for 
cooked poultry. See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, April 25, 1955. 





Lebanon Drops Prior Import Licenses 
on Cigarette Paper should have been 
used instead of “Lebanon Now Permits 
Free Import of Cigarette Paper,” pub- 
lished in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 2, page 10. 
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Liberia Revises Mining Code and Customs 


Sweeping legislation regulating do- 
mestic exploitation, and all internal 
and external trade in diamonds has 
been made operative in Liberia, effec- 
tive February 25. Also import and ex- 
port duties were revised on diamonds, 
precious stones, and precious metals, 
effective the same date. 

Important provisions of the new 
legislation revising Liberia’s mining 
code are as follows: 

Except for the supervision of exclu- 
sive mining claims, which remains 
under the jurisdiction of the mining 
board, control over the mining, im- 
port, export, purchase, and sale of 
diamonds, other precious stones, and 
precious metals is vested with the 
Director of Mines and Geology. The 
director is required to certify and ap- 
prove all mining claims whether 
granted to concessionaries on an ex- 
clusive basis, or to prospectors and in- 
dividual miners on a nonexclusive 
basis. 

Concessionaires are limited to claims 
not in excess of 2,000 acres, on which 
royalty fees of $1 per acre apply; acre- 
age for exclusive exploitation must be 
described in detail in the original ap- 
plication to the Director of Mines and 
Geology. Other prospectors and min- 
ers are limited to two claims of 100 
acres each on a none~clusive basis, 
for which no royalty fees apply, except 
for annual license fees of $50.25, also 
applicable to prospectors and miners 
of alluvial gold. 

Provisions of the statute enacted 
amending the customs tariff are as 
follows: 

eAll rough diamonds, other precious 
stones, and precious metals may be 
imported into Liberia duty free. 


eAn import duty of 10 percent ad 
valorem is applicable to cut or polished 
diamonds, precious stones, and pre- 
cious metals. 


eAn export royalty of 15 percent is 
chargeable on all rough diamonds, 
precious stones, and precious metals 
based upon valuations assessed by the 
Bureau of Mines and Geology. 


eAn export duty of 10 percent is 
chargeable on all exports of cut or 
polished diamonds, precious stones, 
and precious metals. 

eLicenses to purchase, sell, import, 
and export diamonds and precious 





New Zealand... 
(Continued from Page 10) 


from the United Kingdom accounts 
for the suspension of duty. 

Imports of these items from non- 
dollar sources continue to be free 
of licensing requirements, whereas 
imports from the dollar area are sub- 
ject to import licenses, applications 
for which are considered on indi- 
vidual merit—Emb., Wellington. 


12 


stones must be issued by the Bureau 
of Revenues, upon advice of the Direc- 
tor of Mines and Geology, after pay- 
ment of a 10-percent license fee to 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue, based 
upon the capitalization of the firm 
or group making the application. 

There is no reliable information on 
actual rough diamond production in 
Liberia, nor as to diamond leases, 
claims, prospectors, or native miners 
engaged in alluvial diamond workings. 
One group is understood to be operat- 
ing an exclusive diamond claim in 
the vicinity of Kolahun, Western 
Province, and is reported to have im- 
ported drilling and other equipment 
to expand its exploratory operations. 
Thus far no major diamond field has 
been located in Liberia, based on 
information available—Emb., Mon- 
rovia. 





Philippines, West Germany 
Seek $50-Million Trade Pact 


A signed protocol between repre- 
sentatives of the Philippines and the 
Federal Republic of Germany recom- 
mends that their respective govern- 
ments conclude a formal trade agree- 
ment to provide for annual trade in 
each direction of approximately $25 
million. 

The proposed agreement, embodied 
in the protocol, also provides for 
direct trade between the two coun- 
tries, as far as possible, instead of 
the present triangular arrangements 
involving third countries, principally 
the United Kingdom and the Nether- 
lands. 

The protocol specifically calls for 
the Philippines to import increased 
quantities of machinery, and finished 
and semimanufactured iron and steel 
products. 

Germany will, under the proposed 
terms, import larger quantities of 
copra and abaca, the main Philippine 
expqrts to that country. Germany re- 
portedly has agreed to import $20 
million worth of copra each year, 
one-fourth of that amount or $5 mil- 
lion worth, to be purchased imme- 
diately. 

German exports to the Philippines 
increased from $3.8 million in 1952 
to $19.9 million in 1954, while German 
imports from the Philippines in- 
creased from $3.6 million in 1952 to 
$9.2 million in 1954. 





Norwegian sealing operations in 
1954 resulted in a total catch of 259,- 
194 animals, from which about 5,760 
short tons of blubber was obtained. 

This is an increase of one-half over 
the 1953 output of 3,810 tons, but 
under 1952 and 1951 production of 
6,560 and 9,300 tons, respectively. — 
Emb., Oslo. 


—s, 


Egypt Organizes Federation 
Of Chambers of Commerce 


A Federation of Egyptian Chamber, 
of Commerce has been estab 
under an order issued by the E 


Council of Ministers, effective March 
24. 


The Federation shall consist of 
resentatives of all chambers of com. 
merce—except the Cairo and Alexan. 
dria chambers—as well as six mem. 
bers appointed by the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry. 

The Federation is to be concerneg 
with trade affairs in general, ang 
with the unification of the activities 
of the separate chambers. It also wij] 
represent the chambers, the public ay- 
thorities, and other organizations with 
respect to trade matters. It may arbi. 
trate disputes between the chambers 
or, when requested, between business- 
men when both parties to the dispute 
are not members of the same cham- 
ber. 


The assets of the Federation ar 
to be made up of levies on the indi- 
vidual chambers on the basis of per- 
centages to be determined by the Min- 
ister of Commerce and Industry, as 
well as other contributions, subsidies, 
and receipts approved by him. The 
Minister also will appoint personnel to 
oversee the implementation of exist- 
ing laws and regulations. 


Membership in individual Egyptian 
chambers of commerce is different 
from that in the United States as all 
business organizations or individuals 
engaged in commerce are required to 
be members of local Egyptian cham- 
bers of commerce.—Emb., Cairo. 





BRAZIL 


Permits Some Switch Deals 


Switch transactions in the import 
of hog bristles, gum arabic, shellac, 
gum tragacanth, and pita istle fiber 
into Brazil were authorized by com- 
munication No. 39, issued on April 2% 
by the foreign trade department 
(CACEX) of the bank of Brazil. 

Import license applications for these 
commodities should show the true 
origin of the product in the appropri- 
ate column of the application and be 
accompanied by an exchange com- 
mitment certificate for the currency of 
the country from which the material 
is being supplied. 

The departure from Brazil’s policy 
of strict bilateralism in its foreign 
trade amounts to official recognition 
of the existing practice of triangular 
trade in these products which, al- 
though of.other than European origi, 
are traditionally imported by Brazil 
from European countries.—Emb., Rie 
de Janeiro. 
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BURMA 


ee 
Permits Czechoslovak Imports 


The Burmese Ministry of Trade De- 
ylopment announced on April 12, 
that it was inviting registered import- 
ers to apply for import licenses for 
the following Czechoslovak goods: 

General hardware goods, including 
puilding materials, cement, textiles, 
machinery, motor vehicles—tractors, 
automobiles, trucks, buses, and motor- 
cycles—bicycles, sewing machines, 
woolen blankets, electrical equipment, 
radios and radiophonographs, leather 
poots and shoes, motor vehicle and 
bicycle tires, tubes and flaps, and 
household goods.—Emb., Rangoon. 


CHILE 
Establishes Special Export Rates 


The Chilean Government has es- 
tablished special “mixing” rates for 
the liquidation of foreign exchange 
from the export of certain agricultural 
and mineral products. The “mixing” 
rates consist of various percentages of 
aspecial premium exchange rate, and 
of the free banking rate—200 pesos for 
each U. S. dollar. 


The’exports subject to this system, 
with the percentage of returns to be 
liquidated at the special premium rate, 
are as follows: 

Lead ores, concentrates, and precip- 
itates, 50; fresh fruits, 50; melons, 25; 
dried fruit, 25; potato starch, 60; on- 
fons, 40; chili, 50; garlic, 25; 

Production by the small and medium 
mining industries of blister copper in 
bars, 50; copper concentrates and pre- 
cipitates, 50; copper ores, 50; silver 
ores and precipitates, 50; iron ores, 70. 

The special premium rate is a more 
depreciated exchange rate than the 
free banking rate-—Emb., Santiago; 
Diario Oficial, April 15, 1955. 


Places Controls on Raw Cotton 


The Chilean Government, by decree 
of the Ministry of Economy, has estab- 
lished an official monopoly on imports 
of raw cotton (algodon en rama). The 
Chilean state-trading agency, INACO, 
will administer the monopoly. In addi- 
tion, all raw cotton is declared subject 
to rationing.—Diario Oficial, April 20, 
1955. 


EGYPT 


Extends Import Entitlement 


The Egyptian Ministry of Finance 
has announced that 100 percent import 
entitlement has been extended for ex- 
port proceeds from payments for onion 
exports in dollars, sterling, or German 
marks.—Emb., Cairo. 
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Brazil Ups Cotton 


Export Bonus 


By shifting cotton from the 
second to the third category, 
Brazil increased the bonus paid 
on exports of cotton from 18.70 
to 24.70 cruzeiros per dollar or 
dollar equivalent for convertible 
currencies or pounds sterling, 
and from 17.19 to 22.95 per dollar 
equivalent for other currencies. 
This bonus paid to exporters is in 
addition to the official rate of 
18.36 cruzeiros to the dollar or 
its equivalent. 

The bonus increase, the Brazil- 
ian Government pointed out, was 
not made to promote exports, 
which have been moving satis- 
factorily, but was designed to 
raise cruzeiro prices to growers. 
Cruzeiro prices to growers had 
dropped seriously because of 
weakening foreign prices——Emb., 
Rio de Janeiro. 











IRAQ 


Abolishes Radio Tax 


The Iraqi tax of 0.500 dinar or 
US$1.40 a year on radio-receiving sets 
has been abolished, effective March 
31.—Emb., Baghdad. 





Rules on Metric System 


Use in Iraq of weights other than 
the metric system is prohibited after 
September 30, by official government 
regulation. 


The ruling is in answer to an appeal 
made to the Government by the 
Baghdad Chamber of Commerce to 
unify weights and measures in the 
country on the basis of the metric 
system, a recommendation made at 
the Fourth Congress of the Arab 
chambers of commerce, industry and 
agriculture, held at Baghdad on Oc- 
tober 23-26, 1954——-Emb., Baghdad. 


LEBANON 


Revises Tariffs on Rugs 


Oriental rug imports for Lebanon, as 
classified under tariff No. 511(a), now 
are subject to specific duties instead of 
ad valorem duties, as of April 6. This 
measure was taken to protect the 
Customs Arministration of Lebanon 
against false invoices and is not in- 
tended to result in any increase or de- 
crease of duty. 

Rugs, other than oriental, as classi- 
fied under tariff No. 511(c), continue 
to be assessed 25 percent ad valorem. 

The Lebanese tariff item affected 
and the specific duties, by the number 
of rows, with former rates shown in 





parentheses, are as follows (L£1= 
US$0.31, market value as of March): 
511, Rugs: (a) Oriental, with oute’s pile: 
With 350 rows and less, per meter, 
CS Coe tae eae lila a pe 
ad wala: ane than 450 


rows, uare 
meter, L£25.00 (25 slorem). vie 


percent ad valor 
—Emb., Beirut. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Set Duty on Trailers for Cane 


Trailers which the Comptroller of 
Customs and Excise is satisfied are 
imported solely for use in transporting 
cane, are now dutiable at the rate of 
5 percent under the general tariff, 
applicable to U. S. goods, while ac- 
corded free entry under the British 
preferential tariff, under Trinidad and 
Tobago Government notice No. 59, of 
March 4. A surtax of 15 percent also 
is collected on these imports. 


Free Farm Implements from Duty 


Agricultural implements and tools, 
including those driven by mechanical 
force, have been added as Item 1A 
to the table of exemptions from duty 
on goods imported in the Trinidad 
and Tobago customs tariff, according 
to notice No. 58 of March 4. 

Since May 26, 1954, these commod- 
ities were dutiable at 10-percent ad 
valorem under the general tariff rate, 
applicable to United States goods, plus 
a surtax of 15 percent of the duty, as 
compared with their free entry under 
the preferential tariff rate applicable 
to British Empire goods. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Frees Aluminum from Licensing 


Imports of unwrought aluminum, 
unwrought aluminum alloys, and 
aluminum scrap no longer require 
covering individual import licenses, 
but may be imported freely from any 
country without regard to licensing 
procedures, effective May 6, the British 
Board of Trade announced. 


Removes Tax on Certain Goods 


The Government has eliminated the 
purchase tax on certain nonwoolen 
textiles in an effort to bolster Lan- 
cashire’s faltering textile industry, 
the Prime Minister announced to the 
House of Commons on May 3. 


The goods now free of tax include all 
nonwoolen domestic textile articles 
and soft furnishings, and all non- 
woolen tissues and fabrics over 3 
inches wide. The tax had applied to 
imported as well as domestically-pro- 
duced goods. 

The announcement came on the 
heels of the 50-percent cut in tax 
made on the same goods in the 1955-56 
budget proposals announced on April 
19. 
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U. S. Exports to Latin America Rise; 
Imports Decline in 1954 


Grace A. Witherow 


International Economic Analysis Division 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


The value of U. S. exports to the American Republics rose moderately 
in 1954, while imports from the area decreased somewhat. 

These changes represented continuations of trends which had emerged 
in the second half of the preceding year. 

Exports to the American Republics, after the slump from mid-1952 


to mid-1953, had shown a noteworthy 
recovery in the second half of 1953. 
There followed a continued steady 
flow of exports to the area through 
the first half of 1954 and a further 
rise thereafter to the highest semi- 





Foreign trade figures cited in this 
article (including tables) have been 
prepared by the U. S. Trade Statistics 
Section, International Economic Anal- 
ysis Division, from basic data tabu- 
lated by the Bureau of the Census, 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 





annual value since the first half of 
1952. A total of $3,371 million was 
recorded for the year, representing an 
increase of 8 percent over the 1953 to- 
tal. Expansion in the volume of ship- 
ments acounted for the increase, as 
the export price level edged down- 
ward from the previous year’s average. 

Reduced U. S. demand for metals 
and other industrial materials low- 
ered imports from Latin America in 
the latter half of 1953 and brought a 
further decrease in 1954. Although 
the semiannual value of imports 
showed a temporary increase in the 
first half of 1954, reflecting the usual 
seasonal upswing and also sharply ris- 
ing coffee prices, it dropped sharply 
again after mid-year. 

In each half of 1954, the trade was 
lower than in the corresponding half 
of 1953, and for the year as a whole, 
imports decreased approximately 12 
percent in volume and 4 percent in 
value to $3,289 million. 


Export Surplus Reappears 


As exports rallied and imports fell 
off, the balance of U. S. trade with 
Latin America shifted to a surplus of 
exports, particularly in the second 
half of 1954. For the entire year, the 
excess of exports amounted to $82 mil- 
lion, as compared with an import sur- 
plus of $308 million in 1953. 

More than half of this shift stem- 
med from a sharp cut in the abnor- 
mally large import balance in trade 
with Brazil for 1953. This was re- 
duced by nearly $250 million to $228 
million in 1954, or to approximately 
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the level prevailing in 1951 and 1952. 

Other marked changes in 1954 in- 
cluded shifts from import to export 
balances in the trade with Argentina, 
Uruguay, and Cuba, as well as a 
doubling of the export surplus in trade 
with the Central American Republics. 
These and other smaller shifts in the 
same direction were only partly offset 
by continued shrinkages in export 
balances with Venezuela and Peru. 
The usual large import balances with 
Colombia and Chile and the large ex- 
port surplus with Mexico showed only 
moderate variation from levels of the 
2 preceding years. 


Country Trends Vary 
Mixed trends were apparent in im- 
ports from individual countries. Con- 
tributing to the decline in the area 
U. S. Trade With the 20 Latin 


American Republics 
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Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. 8S. Department of Commerce. 


total were reductions in imports from 





11 countries, including such important 
sources as Mexico, Cuba, Chile, 

tina, and Brazil. Trade with theg 
showed decreases ranging from $7 
million to $87 million. 

On the other hand, the value of 
merchandise coming from 9 Latin 
American countries rose in 1954—jm. 
ports from 8 of these reaching ney 
highs. Those attaining new records 
included Venezuela, Colombia, 
Ecuador, and the Dominican Republic 
—from which increases over 19% 
ranged from $9 million to $63 million 
—as well as Guatemala, Nicaragua, 
and Panama with smaller increases, 

In the export trade, 15 of the 
countries took larger amounts of U.§, 
goods than in 1953. Exports to Colom- 
bia, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Haiti 
rose to new high values. Shipments 
to Brazil increased 53 percent over the 
relatively low 1953 totals, but did not 
approach the high level of 1951 o 
1952. Exports to Argentina, Bolivia, 
and Uruguay, which had _ similarly 
slumped from 1951 or 1952 peaks, algo 
showed noteworthy recoveries last 
year. 

To some of the countries, partie- 
ularly Colombia, a number of Central 
American Republics, and Brazil, in- 
creases in shipments covered a broad 
range of commodities, while to others 
the increases were more concentrated 

The rise in exports to Venezuela was 
largely in automobiles, and that 
Argentina, centered mainly in equip- 
ment and materials necessary to the 
program of industrial expansion there. 
Mexico also took larger amounts of 
equipment and supplies for manufat- 
turing and transportation industries, 
although total exports to Mexico were 
moderately reduced as a result of 
lower requirements for U. S. grains 
and other foodstuffs. 


U. S. Holds Half L. A. Market 


The increase in U. S. exports 
Latin America last year was part of 
a general recovery in the area’s im- 
ports after a sharp dip in 1953. As@ 
group, the ‘Republics increased theif 
purchases not only from the United 
States, but also from other countries. 
The proportion of the Latin American 
market supplied by U. S. exporters, 
therefore, showed very little change. 


As in 1953, it approximated 50 per- 


cent — slightly below the 52 - percent 
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Table 1.—U. S. Trade With Latin American Republics, by Country exports of manufactured products are 
. [Millions of dollars] destined for Latin America (see table 
. Exports including reexports General imports 3). In 1954, 32 percent of all ma- 
Country “7951 1952 1953 1954 i951 1952 1953 i954 chinery exports, 40 percent of auto- 
Total, incl. “special Ry er ae motive exports, 35 percent of chemical 
0S gat OE ae OE ,740. 479.9 133. 3714 33478 3,411.1 3,442.0 3,289.4 products—49 percent for medicinal 
“category” exports  .. 36079 3.3409 2,921.6 3,188.1 ait} SG preparations alone—and 30 percent of 
Sc tain mgliiy aap oiniaien de s t . 0 10.0 354.5 3279 all textile manufactures exported 
America ........... 7 2544 2645 2985 2126 2158 235 231. ¢ 
cwntral Rica esses esses, 316 3410379 4002791 330 331 ‘from the United States, went to these . 
SEE cc xnotccceauas : : 72 644 644 633 655 countries. In addition, a large part of 
SEE vocccsvessceste 33.9 42.3 35.7 33.3 23.7 22.5 29.8 26.8 : 
ee I A Ak gem mg 
Sp ep naeS ~ . . . J : 4 an and other 
El ied ............. 42.0 37.0 37.2 41.3 63.7 61.1 65.2 61.2 ’ 
caribbean anon: goods, together with small portions of 
. (aa 5398 5159 4266 4282 4178 4398 431.1 #4013 ##=crude material exports, were included 
eo oe et oe oo 
0) Tee eee eee eee eee ee 2 | - - ° . ¥ 
south America: 

Argen- I «sa pecvaneekaie 233.1 148.0 1043 1224 2198 158.7 1819 1028 m rea idespread 

thee Baie 2S a: ft wf St ei i St tf “Ss. comule eau 

podereslovycdeuubor . . ; ’ 10. J 681.7 any comm es contribu 

m $27 i sankeceddviesbidin 165.9 129.9 97.8 73.9 2035 2861 2423 4 

aR es 2241 2309 2854 adil «362.2384 ©4661 «5085 -« St year’s increase in total U. 8. ex- 

Lue of Bousdor Shien kirciaiiervend 348 36.7 415 415 358 as “se 9 ports to the American Republics, the 

Latin Peru ......---sssssssseses UAT «1270 91s—iS SBS B)~©=— 869 ~©—Ss .g2-« Leading groups of machinery, automo- 

4— tens SEER Senn o<¥onseeaeoese 83.5 42.7 24.7 43.3 135.2 58.7 52.6 311 biles, and chemical products account- 

ig 0 DL. .ccssevesres sce 455.5 500.9 513.2 530.6 323.6 396.5 440.5 503.7 ing for a major part. These groups, 
, ew i“Special-category” exports are not reported by country. after declining in 1952 and 1953, 
, Pery, | share provided in 1952, when excep-  L, A. Takes One-Fourth showed annual increases of 7 percent, 
epublic | tional amounts of U. S. wheat went 20 percent, and 24 percent, respec- 
r 1953 | to the area; but closely in line with Purchases in United States by other tively, in 1954. 
million | the percentages recorded for the im- American Republics rose in 1954 after = within the machinery group, com- 
wragua, | mediately preceding years and still ae So in ae . ke rg prising 24 percent of total exports to 
ases, far above the 33-percent share ob- ee Bory: .T % be ote rte hon rts, ‘the area, shipments of tractors, agri- 
the 9 | tained before World War II—1936-38. yi mil xports, cultural equipment, and metalwork- 
of U.S The share of Western European ex- compared with 27 percent, 26 per- ing machine increased by 42, 38, and 
t, and 2 in th 8 ry 7. 
Colom- | porters in this trade has increased Cent, and 25 percent in the years 46° percent. In all three of these 
Haiti somewhat, from 26% percent in 1952- 1951-53, respectively. The latest pro- <lente.- chteamante: laak aaa teal lt 
9 aaih 4 portion, although not quite as large as ©85S€S, Snip: y ceed 
pments 53 to 28 percent in 1954. This re- th of 1952. Textile-machinery ex- 
that for 1951, remained far greater ose ‘ Ty 
ver the mains, however, a much smaller pro- t. but ined 
ion of t than the corresponding prewar share ports rose 39 percent, but rema 
lid not portion of the Latin American market levels 
951 or than was supplied by Western Europe of 16 percent for 1936-38. well ‘below Chatr: high. Se 
Bolivia, before World War II. The shares of Especially large proportions of U.S. Construction types and electrical ap- 
milarly Japan and Canada have amounted to Table 3.—Leading U. S. Exports to Latin American Republics 
cs, also about 3 percent each, both in 1953 and [Millions of dollars unless otherwise indicated] aucieiibodtus 
s last | 1954. U. S. to 
Estimated percentage distributions Commodity 1951 1952 1953 1954 861954 
partic- of the total imports of the 20 Ameri- Wotel. abarte *. cos ios icine neeees 3,717.6 3,460.2 3,113.6 3,357.2 222.5 
~ , Machi RD «nb andetdebinsieetcmmmiantbaers 893.2 851.0 767.2 821.1 318 
Sentral tan Republics by principal] areas of indusal maskineys.................. 460.5 470.8 4218 446.1 30.6 
zil, in- origin in recent years are summarized Construction and mining ............- 148.0 162.1 149.3 144.6 32.6 
- broad below: Engines, turbines, and parts .......... 55.2 49.8 46.0 49.6 34.4 
others 1952 1953 1954 ee a ae 25.7 29.8 38.3 18.4 
CRED © ov nndiar qievsccesentepuscaure ve d s < 
trated. EMO. ccccccccoceese 52 50 50 Textile, sewing, and shoe ............+. 58.2 36.5 22.7 31.5 29.1 
Western Europe ........... 27 26 28 Electrical machinery’ .........+eseeeees 236.8 229.8 216.6 204.3 34.4 
ela was American Republics (intra- PHOS DF /0:0.0.0 005007 see sevctecawnesus see 96.7 773 70.0 99.7 35.8 
hat to St MEO) ccccecacecesee 9 12 9 Agricultural machinery ...........+sese. 49.5 35.9 29.3 40.5 32.2 
call lagna Nae 13 13 13. AUNDERSRENS, paets, Scenarios, CR OHNE Lt 429.5 341.4 409.6 39.6 
GUUMIDEEES® . nn icccsocecveccnceseocseues J d ® 
to the Table 2.—Balance of U. S. Motor trucks, buses, and chassis, new a 3511 187 4 1383 170-7 = 
Le ousa Boses . 
1 there, Merchandise Trade With American Passenger cars and chassis, new* ....... 183.8 124.4 119.6 130.2 43.3 
nts of Republics Thousands. ... 115 72 67 73 42.2 
~—— GOUE PUORUEE occccccsacccvesses 286.7 390.2 ‘266.1 227.0 18.6 
nufae- (Millions of dollars] rains and preparations .........eceeees 209.1 296.9 157.8 140.6 188 
Count BOE, FUND cccccccccccvscenvsspueeesées 5 iy J J 
— =. on ae Mit. “ib:. 598 486 565 461 39.3 
wult of spec. cat.”. +393.1 +688 -—3084 +82.0 WHERE  ccccccccccccescccess eas tape cous bes — = = 4 
“grains “spec. can i +2592 —702 —5204 —1013 Chemicals and related products Poe 401.3 4 283.2 350.6 34.9 
eal —2108 —243.8 —471.7 —2283 Medicinal and pharmaceutical prep .... 141.7 112.4 105.7 119.8 49.1 
Colombia . —138.0 ~—153.2 —180.7 —165.4 Chemical specialties * ........ceseecenes 113.0 91.9 81.5 105.5 32.3 
sens —376 —1562 —1445 —1235 Industrial chemicals .........ssseeeees 69.7 44.2 40.2 51.5 34.5 
Bolivia ...... 114 -—261 —433 —164 Textile manufactures® ..........sssesesees 229.5 217.1 183.6 194.6 30.1 
|e +53.9 +65.2 4.32.2 +3 Cotton cloth, duck and tire fabric ...... 65.3 69.4 54.5 62.4 37.8 
rts to Druguay ||| 317 —160 279 4122 Synthetic fibers and manufactures ....  _74.7 74.4 64.5 66.2 30.4 
part of Argentina .... +133 —10.7 —77.6 +196 ‘ron and steel-mill products ............. 169.6 172.3 155.8 144.1 28.2 
a’s im- = a Metal manufactures pipettes: 1 te 135.7 1349 1382 1355 36.8 
is. .°° 1:536 ase, ak dae Fats, milk, meat, and other edibie animal aia ae oie oe 
121. y ; ; PERIOE iah03's 6 none tabne coneys coebarewedee ‘ “ r ‘ 

1 their peemuele - FISD +1004 +727 +269 petroleum and PrOducts * ........seeeeeeeee 107.8 101.9 100.7 119.1 27.7 
Be America ; $103 +38.6 +29.2 467.4 Other, incl. special COTOBOTY oc ccecccccsccs 785.7 731.6 T7108 658.4 9.5 
intries. fesieo seeeees +386.1 +2562 4291.0 +299.8 1 Exports of U. S. merchandise. Total includes “special-category” items which for security 
erican FOOT —3.7 —6.4 —24 —118 reasons are C5 Sreen: Comnmnedioy data. “Special-category” items consist of military 

1“ 3 equipmen supplies an ela goods. 

porters, | ny ppcclal-category” exports are not reported “"s Based on U. S. total, including military-aid shipments. It is estimated that the 20 Republics 
hange re untry; individual trade balances listed +,.+ 96 percent of total nonmilitary exports in i954. a 
: such —— on export totals exclusive of  “sTneludes, in addition to items shown, office appliances and printing machinery. 
0 per- ‘Excludes “special-category” items. 
yercent Note: ms as of U. S. exports (+) or im- i A aan semimanufactured textiles and a small amount of raw wool and unmanufactured 

ports (—). air 
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paratus showed small further de- 
creases in 1954, although there was 
some recovery in the former category 
in the latter half of the year. 
Exports of tractors and agricultural 
machinery increased, especially - to 
Brazil, where purchases of many com- 
modities had been cut in 1953, fol- 
lowing the exchange crisis in 1952. 
Argentina was the principal destina- 
tion for the expanding volume of 
metalworking machinery, but Mexico 
also took increased amounts. The rise 
in exports of textile machinery was 
widely distributed, as Colombia, 
Mexico, Cuba, Brazil, Argentina, and 
several other countries all shared in 
it. Shipments of air-conditioning 
equipment and office appliances were 
also larger than in 1953, with in- 
creases going mainly to Brazil. 


Exports of Trucks Increase 


For motor vehicles and parts, rep- 
resenting 12 percent of total exports 
to the area, the 20-percent increase 
in value last year was comprised of 
advances in shipments of both trucks 
and passenger automobiles above the 
somewhat depressed levels of 1953. 

With the number of trucks exported 
to the Republics rising from 69,000 to 
102,000, the bulk of the increase in 
sales went to Brazil, Colombia, and 
Venezuela. Mexico, with a smaller 


increase, was also among leading des- 
tinations. Shipments of passenger 
automobiles increased from 67,000 to 
73,000 units, with Venezuela, Mexico, 
Colombia, and Cuba the main des- 
tinations. 

Among chemicals and related prod- 
ucts, amounting to 10 percent of the 
total, all main components—medic- 
inals, specialties, industrial chemicals, 
and paints—contributed to the in- 
crease of 24 percent in value. Although 
sales to Brazil, rising from extremely 
low 1953 levels, topped the advance, 
those to practically every Latin Amer- 
ican market also increased. 

In addition to the foregoing, textile 
manufactures, particularly cotton 
goods, made some come-back in 1954. 
Exports of cotton cloth to the Cuban 
market rose to 63 million square yards, 
the largest amount for any year since 
1950. About 35 million square yards 
were destined to Venezuela and 19 
million square yards to Colombia. The 
latter figure represented an increase 
of three-fourths from the quantity 
shipped in 1953, and also exceeded 
that of any other postwar year. 

Petroleum products, raw cotton, and 
copper were among other industrial 
commodities exported to the Latin 
American area in expanded volume 
last year. Iron and steel exports were 
off to Mexico and Venezuela, but 


Table 4.—Leading U. S. Imports From Latin American Republics 
[Millions of dollars unless otherwise indicated] 


Percent of 
U.S. total 
Commodity 1951 1952 1953 1954 1954 
PN DRRRGROS o dcacwcsccesiccceccvcs 3,347.8 3,411.1 3,442.0 3,289.4 
Less: Excess of entries into customs 
warehouses over withdrawals ...... 38.6 —45.5 25.3 —.5 vor 
Imports for consumption: .......... 3,309.2 3,456.6 3,416.7 3,289.9 32.2 
CEE -Seccccetocqoovenasdeoscscesedtseoccece 1,298.7 1.297.2 1,371.4 1,359.3 91.5 
Mil. Ib.. 2,557 2,512 2.582 2,045 90.5 
Cee GRGIOES ccc cccweccccccvccesvccccce 655.6 687.7 665.4 666.9 50.2 
BD GUE cccbeedncdccccvccséccoecscoccs 315.2 324.9 320.8 298.4 72.9 
Mil. lb 5,911 5,973 5,793 5,556 74.2 
Cocoa and CACAO DEANS .......-cssseeees 75.4 68.2 75.6 132.4 52.5 
Mil. Ib 233 220 255 267 51.4 
PE “cn. epescededetsoccotechsetaneccce 54.3 55.3 67.0 65.2 99.8 
Mil. bDunches.... 49 50 50 48 100.0 
BHeRE PEOGUCTS 2ccccccccccccccccedccccces 763 724 478 37.5 20.8 
Fish including shellfish ...............:. 29.9 29.6 32.1 31.7 15.1 
Molasses not for human consumption . 35.0 38.3 29.1 25.7 77.6 
Metals and manufactures ...........+++.: 339.6 596.9 513.6 439.9 25.6 
Nonferrous metals and ferroalloys ...... 309.2 552.8 465.0 368.5 26.5 
COMBOP ccccccccccccceccccccccscccccccces 191.5 287.2 262.8 213.5 59.2 
MG. @.*.... 756 903 788 732 65.4 
OD ethic choc dededeed wocechasesssccere 33.1 101.8 56.9 38.1 31.3 
Mil. 1d.2.... 180 640 449 309 31.9 
ME dedevodedecechdunsseoceersestecctcace 35.8 31.2 38.7 21.0 11.4 
Thous. l. ton? 13 13 19 13 14.8 
nt ME? -  svcedhssbesbesecetaneceesoe 22.1 70.1 20.7 28.3 52.1 
Mil, Ib. ?.... 294 733 482 594 59.7 
FPerroalloys, ores and metals .......... 18.7 39.6 549 44.1 18.7 
DE Did, cnusee iGddabheoees Op eenccecee 21.8 39.2 45.6 68.2 57.2 
Thous. l. ton 4,614 4.939 6.135 9,654 61.2 
Petroleum and products ........-.sssseeeess 357.4 394.9 426.4 484.8 58.5 
Crude petroleum .....cccccccecscccsveees 304.9 333.7 341.0 373.2 68.6 
Mil. dbbdl..... 135 144 140 148 61.2 
Gas oil and residual fuel oil ........... 422 53.9 77.6 95.6 37.6 
il. bbl 25 33 46 53 38.7 
Textile fibers and manufactures .......... 333.0 211.6 194.8 116.7 14.7 
Wool, ummanufactured® ............+++. 217.5 99.7 124.7 65.7 29.5 
Mil. Ib.*.... 123 107 146 77 36.2 
Sisal and hemequen ..........scsecceeees 49.4 29.0 13.2 14.0 50.7 
Thous. l. ton.... 125 7 64 78 53.8 
Vegetable oils and oilseeds, inedible ...... 75.0 52.2 455 40.4 29.4 
Tobacco and productS ......ceecccsccecces 32.3 28.8 30.1 28.8 33.6 
Pt Dict ns cadebreeeeenseg ees b0keee > ccbece 217.6 187.3 169.2 153.1 ‘a 
1Commodity data are “imports for consumption” except as footnoted. 
* Metal content. 
* General imports were as follows: 
Pt UD ‘dens be Cedabeees cbecegeesescoovée 31.6 41.5 25.6 23.5 
Mil, Id. 387 542 570 570 
Wool, unmanufactured .............+.. 21.7 85.2 127.6 67.2 
Mil. Ib.*.... 117 100 146 77 


* Clean content. 
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showed gains to Brazil and Argentina 

The high demand of the prec 
year for U. S. wheat and corn jp 
Mexico and for rice in Cuba was not 
maintained. Consequently, total food. 
stuff exports to Latin America de. 
clined by approximately $30 million, 
Shipments of foodstuffs other thay 
grains, however, were somewhat higher 
in total value than in 1953, chiefly 
owing to larger purchases by Colombig 
of a variety of food products. The 
price rise in lard, together with an 
increase in the quantity taken by 
Cuba, also contributed to the higher 
total. 


U. S. Purchases Drop 


The United States, long the prinej- 
pal customer for the American Re. 
publics, accounted in 1954 for about 4 
percent of their export sales. This 
proportion was somewhat below the 
46-percent share bought by the United 
States in 1953, since purchases from 
the area declined last year, while 
those of Western Europe continued to 
expand. The latter area received 2% 
percent of all exports from the 2% 
Republics in 1954, as compared with 
only 25 percent the previous year, 
These and related summary estimates 
of the percentage distribution of La- 
tin American export sales by princi- 
pal areas.of destination are recapitu- 
lated below: 


1952 1953 1954 

ee re 49 46 44 

Western Europe ........... 25 238 
American Republics (intra- 

ST * eer 9 9 7 

SY ddbiannwnetece etanasks 20 20 21 


Despite the decline in U. S. imports 
from Latin America last year, the area 
furnished a slightly larger proportion 
of total imports, since those from 
other sources were reduced more 
sharply. Supplies from the 20 Repub- 
lics, consisting chiefly of tropical food- 
stuffs and industrial raw materials, 
amounted to just over 32 percent of all 
U. S. imports in 1954, as compared 
with a little under 32 percent in 1952 
and 1953, less than 31 percent in 1951, 
and about 22 percent prewar. 


In 1954, about 90 percent of the 
leading import, coffee, along with 7 
percent of sugar imports and 50 per- 
cent of cocoa, came from this area. 
So did over half of the copper, zine, 
and iron ore imported, as well as 
about one-third of U. S. imports of 
lead and raw wool. The area also 
provided the entire supply of a few 
commodities, including quartz crystal 
and quebracho, together with large 
proportions of fluorspar and hene- 
quen imports. 


Metals Decline Most 


U. S. imports of nonferrous metals 
from Latin America have declined 
sharply in each of the last 2 years. 
In 1954, they amounted to $369 mil- 
lion, as compared with $465 million 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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Statement on Proposed Revision of the 
U. S.-Philippine Trade Agreement 


Samuel W. Anderson 


Assistant Secretary of Commerce for International Affairs 


Iam privileged to have the pleasant duty of expressing the views of 
the Department of Commerce concerning the proposed revision of the 
U. S.-Philippine Trade Agreement of 1946. 

This duty is pleasant because my Department sincerely believes that 


the final act of negotiations, signed b 


delegations on December 15, 1954, rep- 
resents a Significant step forward in 
further improving good relations with 
one of our most important trading 
partners in the Far East. 

As Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State Sebald has already indicated, the 
Philippines occupies a key position in 
our Far Eastern foreign policy. These 
days, as we all know, political and eco- 
nomic relations are intimately con- 





~_— 


This is the text of Mr. Anderson’s 
prepared statement concerning H.R. 
6059 given before the House Committee 
on Ways and Means at public hearings 
on May 16. 

Other Government witnesses in- 
cluded representatives of the Depart- 
ments of State and of Agriculture. 
Testimony also was heard from repre- 
sentatives of the following organiza- 
tions: National Paint, Varnish, and 
Lacquer Association, National Foreign 
Trade Council, Philippine American 
Chamber of Commerce, and Tobacco 
Associates, Inc. 





nected, and this is particularly true 
with respect to the Philippines. 

Our commercial ties with the Philip- 
pines are close. About two-thirds of 
Philippine total exports are shipped to 
the United States, while between two- 
thirds and three-fourths of her im- 
ports are purchased from the United 
States. 

From our side, the Philippines is the 
second best customer in the Far East 
for American products, and is the sec- 
ond largest supplier from that area of 
imports into this country. In terms of 
American foreign investment the sig- 
nificance is equally striking—the Phil- 
ippines ranks first as an outlet for 
private American capital in the Far 
East. 


Proposed Revision Intended 
To Help U. S. Trade 

The Department of Commerce is 
vitally interested in the promotion 
of both U. S. trade and U. S. foreign 
investment. We feel that the proposed 


revised agreement will assist both of 
these. 


My department was, of course, rep- 
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y the United States and Philippine 





resented on the U. S. delegation, and 
our representative had the benefit of 
the views of an informal advisory 
committee of American businessmen, 
who have trading and/or investment 
interests in the Philippines. The dele- 
gation itself held extensive public 
hearings at which American business 
groups were well represented. 

The document, which resulted from 
the negotiations of the two delega- 
tions, therefore, did not merely reflect 
the individual judgment of these two 
small official groups but instead re- 
flected, to a large degree, I believe, the 
desires of these segments of the Amer- 
ican business community which would 
be most affected. 

From public reaction I have seen 
and heard, it appears that the final 
act of negotiations, now before you 
gentlemen as H. R. 6059, has been 
well received generally by American 
business. . 

Mr. Sebald has referred to the 
strengthening of friendly relations be- 
tween the Philippines and the United 
States that will follow the elimination 
of those provisions of the 1946 Agree- 
ment, which the Filipinos regarded as 
inconsistent with their sovereignty. 
This is surely a most important bene- 
fit to be derived from the recent nego- 
tiations. 

On the concrete investment and 
trade side, much also has been ac- 
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conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


: . A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce . . 


$1 


S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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complished. The recommended aboli- 
tion of the 17-percent tax on the sale 
of foreign exchange will be of imme- 
diate benefit to American investors in 
the Philippines and to others who 
have been forced to pay this tax on 
their dollar remittance of earnings. 
And gradually all trade transactions 
will be benefitted as the special im- 
port tax, which is proposed to replace 
the foreign exchange tax, is dimin- 
ished progressively over the next 10 
years until it is completely eliminated 
at the beginning of 1966. 


National Treatment for 
U. S. Business Retained 


We have retained in the proposed 
revision national treatment for U. S. 
citizens and business’ enterprises, 
owned or controlled by U. S. citizens, 
on the “disposition, exploitation, de- 
velopment, and _ utilization” of natural 
resources and the operation of public 
utilities, known as the “parity” fields. 

It also is provided in the revision 
that the United States will extend 
similar treatment to Philippine citi- 
zens and business enterprises. This is 
in line with our Government’s general 
policy of seeking reciprocity in inter- 
national commercial relationships. 

Particularly significant is the pro- 
posed extension of this national treat- 
ment for Americans to include all busi- 
ness activities, not merely the so- 
called “parity” fields just mentioned. 
The current agreement does not carry 
a specific article on this subject, al- 
though there is a general statement 
that the President of the United States 
could suspend all or part of the agree- 
ment, if it is determined that discrim- 
ination is being practiced against 
Americans by the Philippines. 

What we have gained for ourselves, 
then, is the assurance that for the dur- 
ation of the trade agreement, Ameri- 
cans and American-controlled firms 
will be able to engage in business ac- 
tivities in the Philippines on the same 
terms as Philippine citizens. This, to- 
gether with the elimination of the ex- 
change tax, which especially effected 
remittances of profits, should act as a 
stimulus to American investment in 
the Philippines. 


Trade Concession on 
Quantity Obtained 


With respect to trade as contrasted 
with investment, we have obtained a 
concession regarding the imposition 
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of discriminatory quantitative restric- 
tions on the importation or exporta- 
tion of goods. The 1946 agreement 
contained no specific prohibition 
against the imposition of such restric- 
tions by the Philippines. The proposed 
revision remedies this defect by stipu- 
lating that neither country may insti- 
tute discriminatory quantitative re- 
strictions, except in cases involving 
import quotas to protect foreign-ex- 
change reserves or to protect domestic 
industry. 


In the latter case, however, a dis- 
criminatory quota, imposed on the 
importation of a commodity to protect 
domestic industry, must not be less 
than the actual imports of the com- 
modity in question in the immediately 
preceding period, corresponding to the 
length of time during which the quota 
is to remain in effect; except that a 
deduction in the quota may be made 
by the President of the importing 
country, corresponding to the amount 
by which he finds domestic production 
can be increased during the period of 
the quota. 


Americans engaged in trade or in 
investment will benefit substantially 
from the new provision whereby the 
Phillippine Government undertakes to 
enact legislation to complement that 
passed in the last session of the U. S. 
Congress to facilitate the reciprocal 
entry of traders and investors. This 
measure is much more important to 
us than to the Filipinos, since most 
of the movement of traders and inves- 
tors is from this country to the Philip- 
pines. 


Beneficial Concessions 
Gained by Both Sides 


So far it would appear that the con- 
cession have been all in our favor. 
This of course, is not the case. Negoti- 
ations between two friendly and sov- 
ereign nations must entail some equal- 
ity of concessions. However, in this 
particular instance I should like to 
think that concessions as such have 
not been involved. Concessions imply 
losses, and I believe the result here is 
not that any side has “lost,” but that 
each side has gained. 


In the matter of tariff preferences, 
because we recognize that the Philip- 
pines is still in a period of readjust- 
ment, we intend in the proposed re- 
vision to assist in this readjustment 
by agreeing to a less rapid imposition 
of U. S. duties on imports from the 
Phillipines. 

Thus, instead of increasing our du- 
ties on Phillipine products by 5 per- 
cent each year, as provided for in the 
1946 agreement, we will hold the rate 
constant at 5 percent for the 3 years, 
1956-1958, and then gradually raise 
the duties each 3-year period there- 
after, until July 1974 when full U. S. 
duties will apply. 


The Phillipines, faced with a serious 
18 


unemployment problem, is undertak- 
ing an industrialization program as a 
partial solution, and we hope that 
American investment will play a sig- 
nificant part in this program. 


By diminishing our tariff prefer- 
ences for Phillipine products—which 
now are mostly agricultural—at a 
more gradual rate, the Filipinos will 
be given valuable time in which to 
complete a readjustment of their 
economy. I should mention also that 
some of the Phillipine products, which 
will be most adversely affected by the 
imposition of U. S. import duties, such 
as desiccated coconut, pineapples and 
pineapple juice, and embroideries, rep- 
resent substantial American invest- 
ment. 


Similar considerations apply to the 
proposed changes in the quota pro- 
visions for certain imports from the 
Philippines, which Assistant Secre- 
tary of Agriculture Butz has discussed. 


Philippine Duties on U. S. 
Imports To Be Accelerated 


On the other hand, the proposed re- 
vision provides for the acceleration of 
the application of Philippine duties on 
imports from the United States. Duties 
on U. S. products would be applied at 
25 percent of regular Philippine tariff 





to 75 percent in 1962, and to 90 perg 
in 1965, where they would remain yy. 
til 1974. This schedule is intends 


partly to offset some of the revens | 
which the Philippine Government wil | 
lose because of the elimination of the} 


foreign exchange tax. 

While this preference will be less 
over the next two decades than eqn 
rently called for in the 1946 agree 
it should be remembered that, untij 
1974, U. S. products still will enjoyg 


measure of tariff preference in th: : 


Philippine market, as compared with 
products of other countries. Moreover, 
this country has been well able to com. 
pete effectively in foreign markets 
where no tariff preference was ip 
volved, and I am confident that thi 
will continue to be true in the future, © 

The proposed revision of the U. §- 
Philippine Trade Agreement is a strik- 
ing example of what can be done jy 
trade negotiations, when good will and 
understanding exists on both side 
The Department of Commerce whole 
heartedly recommends passage of 
H. R. 6059. 





Kenya tea production in 1954 seta 
new record of 17,489,000 pounds, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports, 





WHEREAS the American Mer- 
chant Marine is today carrying on 
a long and honorable tradition of 
serving the trade and commerce of 
the world upon the high seas; and 

WHEREAS American merchant 
ships and American seamen stand 
ready at all times to serve our Na- 
tion in the cause of freedom and 
justice; and 

WHEREAS we have added to the 
United States Program for Peace- 
ful Uses of Atomic Energy a pro- 
posal to build an atomic-powered 
merchant ship that will visit the 
ports of the world to demonstrate 
to people everywhere atomic energy 
harnessed to peacetime uses for the 
benefit of mankind; and 

WHEREAS the Congress by a 
joint resolution approved May 20, 
1933 (48 Stat. 73), designated May 
22 as National Maritime Day, thus 
honoring the Merchant Marine by 
commemorating the departure from 
Savannah, Georgia, on May 22, 
1819, of the SAVANNAH on the first 
transoceanic voyage by any steam- 
ship, and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation annually 
calling for the observance of that 
day; and 





National Maritime Day, May 22 


By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 


WHEREAS since May 22 falls on 
Sunday this year, it is appropriate 
that National Maritime Day be ob- 
served on the following Monday: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby 
urge the people of the United 
States to honor our Merchant Ma- 
rine on Monday, May 23, 1955, by 
displaying the flag of the United 
States at their homes or other suit- 
able places; and I direct the ap- 
propriate officials of the Govern- 
ment to arrange for the display of 
the flag on all Government build- 
ings on that day. I also request 
that all ships sailing under the 
American flag dress ship on Mon- 
day, May 23, in tribute to our Mer- 
chant Marine. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused 
the Seal of the United States of 
America to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington 
this tenth day of May in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
fifty-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the 
one hundred and seventy-ninth. 


DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 


| 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





1umber Kiln Wanted 
1 In El Salvador 


The Esperanza Valley Administra- 
tion, 2 semiautonomous government 
jpstitution in El Salvador, is inviting 
pids until June 30 for a kiln for drying 
jumber of all types and of all commer- 
tial dimensions up to 20 feet in length. 
The kiln should have a capacity of 

board-feet per drying cycle. 

The Inter-American Productivity 
Center, a joint United States-Salva- 
doran organization for promoting in- 
dustrial development and aiding in- 
dustries in the improvement of their 
gperations, is assisting the Esperanza 
Valley Administration in setting up 
and operating the kiln. 

A copy in Spanish, and an English 
translation, of the invitation for bids 
js available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S&S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Proveeduria de la Administracion del 
Valle de la Esperanza, Planta Baja 
del Edificio de la Proveeduria General 
dela Republica, San Salvador, El Sal- 
yador. 





Greece Plans To Purchase 
Radio Transmitter Station 


The Greek Government is planning 
to purchase a complete medium-wave 
tadio transmitter station with the fol- 
lowing specifications: Power, 5 to 50 
Kiowatts; frequency range, 550 to 1,- 
650 kilocycles. 

Proposals should include complete 
description of the equipment offered, 
delivery dates, weights and volume of 
equipment packed for export, and 
prices f. 0. b. vessel port of loading as 
well as c. i. f. Piraeus, Greece. The 
Greek Government requests that pro- 
posals be submitted as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Interested suppliers in the United 
States may submit their proposals to 
the office of the Military Attache of the 
Royal Greek Embassy, 2211 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 


DVC Bid Deadline Extended 


The Damodar Valley Corporation in 
Calcutta has extended the bid dead- 
line from June 1 to July 1 for three 
20-mv.-a. synchronous condensers, 
starting switchgear, and control panels 
for the Howrah Substation. 

The invitation to bid on this pro- 
cturement was published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 9, 1955, page 
18. That item should have read 20- 
My.-a. synchronous condensers, in- 
stead of 30-mv.-a. synchronous con- 
densers. 


May 23, 1955 








NATO To Build Headquarters in 
France; Other Projects Planned 


Construction of permanent headquarters in France for the@North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), at an estimated cost of $5,- 
714,285, and projects in the Netherlands and Italy have been opened to 
U. 8. bidders under the international competitive bidding procedure of 
NATO, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has reported. 


The project in France calls for con- 
struction of a permanent NATO head- 
quarters building, 6 stories in height, 
to contain 900 offices, restaurant and 
cafeteria, and underground parking 
space for 400 vehicles. Excavation 
work and construction of foundations 
will not be included as a part of the 
project for which bids are invited: 
Construction is scheduled to begin 
February 1, 1956, and is expected to 
require 2 years to complete. 

Firms wanting to bid on this project 
should report their interest before July 
1 to NATO Headquarters Office, Palais 
de Chaillot, Paris, and should indicate 
whether or not they have been accred- 
ited to bid under the NATO infra- 
structure program. 

The Netherlands projects, totaling 
approximately $259,450, involve: 

eCoating and laying approximately 
15 kilometers of 10-inch pipe at an 
estimated cost of $77,585. 

eWork to be performed at two air- 
fields —construction of roads and hy- 
draulic works at an approximate cost 
of $148,595; transformation of an ex- 
isting structure into a telephone ex- 
change at approximately $4,997; con- 
struction of a traffic control tower at 
approximately $24,590; and electrical, 
heating, and ventilating installations 
at an approximate cost of $3,682. 

Firms wanting to bid on these proj- 
ects should report their interest be- 
fore May 23 to De Directeur Gebouwen, 
Werken en Terreinen, Bagijnestraat 
40, The Hague, Netherlands. 

Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the Netherlands Govern- 
ment office regarding comparable 
work done for U. S. Government agen- 
cies. 

One project in Italy calls for supply 
and installation at Pisa of 3 electric 
water pumps—vertical axle, capacity 
3,300 liters per minute, average de- 
livery head 3.10 meters, powered by 
diesel motor, 260 kilowatts, 380 volts, 
50 cycle, 600 r.p.m.—and miscellaneous 
electromechanical accessories. Esti- 
mated cost not given. 

Firms wanting to bid must submit 
their applications for invitations be- 
fore May 31 to Ministero Difesa Aero- 
nautica, Direzione Generale Demanio, 
Ufficio Studi, Viale Castro Pretorio, 
Rome. The number 009 must be 
shown conspicuously on the applica- 
tion and envelope. 





partial reconstruction of the Vari- 
cella pier at La Spezia at an estimated 
cost of $232,000. 

The third project calls for the con- 
struction of walls for underground 
fuel storage facilities located near La 
Spezia and near Augusta. Estimated 
cost not given. 

Firms wishing to bid on the latter 
two projects must submit their appli- 
cations for bid invitations before May 
28 to Ministero Difesa Marina, Dire- 
ziones Generale Del Genio Militare, 
via Flaminia, Rome. 

Information to be submitted by ap- 
plicants should include the following 
details: Name and address of con- 
tractor; form of enterprise—corpora- 
tion, partnership, or other; statement 
of financial capacity—amount of 
largest contracts for work or deliveries 
recently handled by contractor; state- 
ment of technical capacity—nature of 
contracts for work or deliveries for 
which contractor is specialized or 
equipped; date; and signature. 

Copies of these resumes should be 
sent to the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., to permit prompt 
certification of interested firms. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program may be 
obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, or from 
any U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Office. 


Iran Seeks Markets for Silk 


Piece Goods and Raw Silk 


Sherkat Sahami Abrisham va Nog- 
han (Silk and Cocoon Co.), an agency 
of the Iranian Government, is inter- 
ested in exporting direct or through 
U. S. agents 765,800 yards of unfin- 
ished natural silk piece goods, 1.53 
yards in width; also, 6,000 kilograms 
of raw silk, 20-22 denier, A quality, 
in white and natural. 

Samples of the silk piece goods and 
raw silk are available on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C, 

Interested importers should address 
correspondence to Sherkat Sahami 
Abrisham va Noghan (Silk and Cocoon 





The second Italian project involves Co.), Avenue Pahlavi, Tehran, Iran. 








WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Pakistan To Expand 
Telephone Exchanges 


The Government of Pakistan is in- 
viting bids for supply of the following 
equipment for the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department: 

eExpansion of Multan automatic ex- 
change from 600 to 1,000 lines. No. Pur 
6-2/55/VII. Bids will be accepted un- 
til June 6. 

eExpansion of Chittagong exchange 
from 2,000 to 3,000 lines. No. Pur 
6-3/55/VIII. Bids will be accepted un- 
til June 6. 

eTrunk-exchange equipment for ex- 
pansion of Chittagong exchange. No. 
Pur 6-5/55/X. Bids will be accepted 
until June 6. 

eTrunk-exchange equipment for 
Hyderabad Sind. No. Pur 6-6/55/XI. 
Bids will be accepted until June 7. 

eExpansion of Karachi telephone 
exchanges. No. Pur 6-7/55/XII. Bids 
will be accepted until June 7. 

eEquipment relating to zonal meter- 
ing system in Lahore telephone ex- 
change area. No. Pur 6-8/55/XIII. Bids 
will be accepted until June 7. 

eExpansion of Dacca automatic ex- 
change from 3,000 to 4,000 lines. No. 





Passenger Cars Needed 
For Pakistan Railways 


The Government of Pakistan is 
inviting bids until July 5 for the 
supply of 121 broad-gage and 85 meter- 
gage light-weight steel passenger cars 
for the Pakistan Railways. 

A copy of the bidding documents is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

American firms wanting to bid for 
the supply of this equipment should 
obtain copies of the pertinent docu- 
ments from the Office of the Director 
General (Railways), Railway Division, 
Ministry of Communications, Room 
342, 2d Floor, Multi-Storeyed Building, 
Kingsway, Karachi, for 200 rupees 
(1 rupee=US$0.30). 

Bids should be sent in sealed covers 
bearing the superinscription “Tenders 
for All Steel Light Weight Carriages” 
to the Joint Director, Procurement and 
Development, Railway Division, at the 
address just given. 


Bid Deadline Extended 


The Committee on American Eco- 
nomic Aid, Egyptian Ministry of Fi- 
nance and Economy, has extended 
until June 14 the deadline for re- 
ceipt of bids for the supply of pipes 
and accessories. 

Details concerning the call for bids 
were published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 2, 1955, page 13. 
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Pur 6-4/55/IX. Bids will be accepted 
until June 6. 

The Pakistan Government requests 
that tenderers quote prices in pounds 
sterling only, f. 0. b. port of dispatch 
as well as c. and f. Karachi. 

One copy of specifications and draw- 
ings covering each of these items is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Requests should specify the 
item of interest. 

Bids should be sent in duplicate, ad- 
dressed to Mr. F. Rizwi, Purchase Co- 
ordinating Officer, Posts and Tele- 
graphs Directorate, Block 25, Pakistan 
Secretariat, Karachi, Pakistan. 


Bids on Medicines To 
Be Opened for Congo 


Bids for the supply of certain medi- 
cines in ampoules and solutions will 
be opened on June 8 at 9 a. m., G. m. t., 
simultaneously in Brussels at No. 1, 
rue de la Regence and in Leopoldville 
at the offices of the 6eme Direction 
Generale du Gouvernement General, 
Batiments Administratifs. 

This lot is described in List of Spe- 
cifications (Cahier special des charges) 
No. 18-722-55, on sale for 50 francs (ap- 
proximately US$1) at the offices of the 
Direction des Finances, Secretariat 
Permanent du Conseil des Adjudica- 
tions, Leopoldville-Kalina, and at the 
offices of the Service des Finances of 
each Province. 

Information concerning this lot, on 
which the value is estimated at 16 
million francs (US$320,000), may be 
obtained from the Section des Appro- 
visionnements Medicaux, Teme Direc- 
tion Generale, DCMP, N’Dolo, B. P. 
777, Leopoldville-Est, Belgian Congo. 








Greece Needs Tree Sprayers, 


Sowing Machines, Molasses 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the supply and delivery of the 
following: 

e70 engine-driven tree sprayers. Bids 
will be accepted until June 8 by the 
Permanent Supplies Committee of the 
Agricultural Bank of Greece, 23 Elef- 
theriou Venizolou Street, Athens. 

e20 animal-drawn sowing machines 
suitable for alfalfa sowing. Bids will 
be accepted until June 7 by the Per- 
manent Supplies Committee at the ad- 
dress just given. 

e4,000 tons of molasses made from 
sugar cane. Estimated value, $166,670. 
Bids will be accepted until May 31 by 
the State Procurement Service of the 
Ministry of Finance, 29 Churchill 
Street, Athens. 

Specifications are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 








New Zealand To Purchase 
Logging Hauler 


The New Zealand Forest Sery- 
ice is inviting bids until June 7 
for one four-drum logging hauler 
required for the Waipa Sawmill, 

A copy of the specifications— 
Tender No. F. S. Q. 597—is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Diyij- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the New Zealand Govern- 
ment Trade Commissioner, Du- 
pont Circle Building, 1346 Con- 
necticut Avenue, Washington 6, 
D. C. 

United States manufacturers 
should send bids direct to the 
Stores Officer, New Zealand 
Forest Service, P. O. Box 1028, 
Wellington, New Zealand. 











Tangier Invites Bids 
For Pipes, Joints 


The Regie des Services de ]’Eau et de 
l’Electricite, Tangier, has called for 
bids to supply 4,560 meters of cast-iron 
pipe, 366 coupling pieces, and 48 valves, 

Principal characteristics are as fol- 
lows: Length of pipe sections, 5.5 or6 
meters; inner diameter, 60, 80, 100, 
and 400 millimeters. Pipes and joints 
are to be tarcoated, inside and outside, 

A provisional guaranty of 200,000 
Moroccan francs (372.5 Moroccan 
francs=US$1) must be deposited. 

A copy of the announcement and 
conditions for bidding, in French, & 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bids should be submitted prior 
July 28 and addressed to M. L’Inge- 
nieur de la Regie des Services de l’Eau 
et de l’Electricite, rue Foucauld 89, 
Tangier, Morocco. 


Madras Extends Bid Deadline 


On Water Works Project 


The Madras Corporation—munici- 
pal government—in India has ex- 
tended until June 8 the deadline for 
receipt of bids covering the supply 
and installation of rapid mechanical 
filters at the city’s water works pump- 
ing station. 

Details concerning the call for bids 
and previous extension of bid deadline 
were published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 21 and April 18, 1955, 
pages 12 and 14, respectively. . 
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Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Re- 
quests should specify the item of in- 
terest. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 


firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able to firms domiciled in the United 
States in specific instances as indicated 
by symbol (*), on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Foodstuffs: 

Netherlands—P. van Steenwijk, N. V. 
(manufacturer of bakery raw ma- 
terials, such as coatings, flavors, sea- 
sonings, jellies, emulsifiers, mixes, 
extracts, syrups, and dough condition- 
ers), 197-199 Prinsengracht, Amster- 
dam, C., is interested in exchanging 
formulas with U. S. manufacturers 
of bakery raw materials. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Bird Cages: 

Germany—Ernst Strauss, 
und Holzwarenfabrik (manufacturer, 
exporter), Ittling-Straubing/Ndb., 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent chrome or nickel-plated metal 
and wooden bird cages. Catalog avail- 
able.* 

Building Materials: 

Netherlands—Joan Kolff (commis- 
sion merchant, sales agent), 154 ’s 
Gravendijkwal, Rotterdam, wishes to 
export direct or through agent first- 
grade wooden doors of fiber-core and 
wood-core construction. Price infor- 
mation available.* 

Clothing: 

Denmark—A. Bjergstrom (manufac- 
turer), 21 Rundforhivej, Trorod, pr. 
Vedbaek, wishes to export direct ladies’ 
handknitted woolen sweaters and car- 
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digans, and childrens’ woolen knit- 
wear. 

Foodstuffs: 

Egypt—Egyptian Food Processing & 
Essential Oil Factory (export mer- 
chant and producer of dehydrated 
garlic), 3 Baehler St., Cairo, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 
fresh and dehydrated garlic. 


England—Danegoods (London) Ltd. 
(export merchant), 8 Aldgate High 
St., London, E.C. 3, wishes to export 
direct or through agent smoked and 
frozen fish, such as cod, haddock, 
bream, halibut, flounder, plaice, and 
herring, packed by curers in Aber- 
deen, Scotland, under name of “Coro- 
nation Brand.” Photos and descriptive 
information available.* 

Morocco—Denis S.A. (commission 
merchant, broker), 1, rue du Fumey, 
Tangier, wishes to export direct first- 
quality granulated, refined sugar. 

Handicraft: 

British East Africa—B.S. Mohindra 
& Co. (export merchant, broker, in- 
dent agent), P. O. Box 1932, Nairobi, 
Kenya, wishes to export direct or 
through agent first-grade African 
handicrafts. 

Lighting Fixtures: 

Spain—IMEX, S.A. (exporter, im- 
porter), Ronda Universidad 12, Bar- 
celona, wishes to export direct orn- 
amental electric lamps and fixtures. 

Minerals: 

British East Africa—Shah Vershi 
Devshi & Co. Ltd. (manufacturer), 
P.O. Box 36, Thika, Kenya, wishes to 
export direct or through agent the 
following grades of graphite: Crucible 
grade, standard flakes, 85/90% C, 
maximum ash 12%; medium flake, 
80/85% C, maximum ash 17%, fine, 
75/80% C, maximum ash 22%; high 
carbon flakes, 93/95% C, maximum 
ash 5%. 

Sporting Goods: 

India—The Calcutta Fishing House 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
156-157 Bowbazar St., Calcutta 12, 
wishes to export the following sport- 
ing goods; Bamboo fishing poles, tele- 
scopic fishing rods, ski poles, vaulting 





Egypt Wants To Rebuild 


Sluice, Lock Gates 


The Egyptian Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works is inviting bids until 
July 5 for the rebuilding of sluice 
gates and lock gates at Esna 
Barrage. 

Bidding conditions, specifica- 
tions, and drawings are obtain- 
able, at $57.40, from the Bureau 
of the Egyptian Commercial 
Counsellor, Embassy of Egypt, 
2310 Decatur Place NW., Wash- 
ington 8, D. C. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 


poles, garden poles, canes, polo requi- 
sites, footballs, badminton rackets, 
and shuttl@ocks. 

Tools: 

Italy—Hans Pfister (manufacturer, 
exporter, importer, wholesaler), Leu- 
mann, Turin Province, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent high- 
grade carpenter’s hand tools, vine 
shears, and shoemaker’s knives. List 
of items, in Italian, and price infor- 
mation available.* 

Toys: 

Spain—Tiburcio Suarez Guerrero 
“Colombina” (manufacturer, export- 
er), Fuencarral 119, Madrid, wishes to 
export direct or through agent (pre- 
ferred) stuffed plush toy animals with 
felt and other trimmings, 1,000 units 
monthly. Catalog available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Cotton: 

Spain—Juan Barri (cotton commis- 
sion merchant) , Jovellanos 3, Interior, 
Barcelona, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for raw cotton. 

Foodstuffs: 

Belgium — Societe Industrielle et 
Commerciale “Peamill” S.A. (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler) , 12 Cana] 
des Vieux Lions, Antwerp, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for canned fruits, such as pineapple, 
peaches, apricots, and fruit cocktail. 

British West Indies—Cecil de Cor- 
dova & Co., Ltd. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent, commission 
merchant), 146 Harbour St., Kings- 
ton, Jamaica, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and obtain agency for flour, maxi- 
mum 1% ash. 

Canada—Noren Industries, Ltd. 
(food packagers and distributors), 935 
Tudor Ave., North Vancouver, B. C., 
wishes to purchase direct instant 
chocolate in bulk, and other foods or 
semiprocessed foods suitable for in- 
stitutional and/or grocery trade, either 
in bulk as a completed food, or in a 
semimanufactured state which can be 
completed by the buyer. 

Grain: 

Germany—Wilh. Schenkel KG. (im- 
porter, wholesaler), 569 Neusserstrasse, 
Koeln-Weidenpesch, wishes to pur- 
chase direct sound, dry corn free from 
dust. 

Hides: 

Germany—Richard Hoffmans KG. 
(importer, manufacturer), 50 Fongern, 
Breyell, wishes to purchase direct ap- 
proximately 2,000 cattle hides monthly. 
Firm also is interested in representing 
U. S. firm on a commission basis. 

Industrial Equipment: 

Cuba—Homer W. Parker (importer, 
commission merchant), Calle 24 No. 
405, Vedado, Havana, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and obtain agencies for 
additional industrial instrument lines, 
particularly pressure controls, and 
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various types of process controllers, 
recorders, and flow apparatus. 

Machinery: & 

Indonesia—Galoeh Trading Co., Ltd. 
(importing distributor, potential man- 
ufacturer of pharmaceuticals), 53 Dja- 
lan Raya Timur, Nillmij Bldg., Ban- 
dung, wishes to purchase direct the 
following machinery for a pharmaceu- 
tical plant: Automatic rotary tableting 
machine, complete with sugar-coating 
barrels and glazing machine, capacity 
one million tablets per 8-hour day; 
emulsion machine, capacity 500 kilo- 
grams per 8-hour day; automatic vial 
washing, sterilizing, filling and stop- 
pering machine, capacity 100,000 vials 
per 8-hour day. Interested U. S. man- 
ufacturers should submit c. and f. 
offers and blueprints of the machines 
offered; and machines should be 
ready for operation. 

Singapore—Lim Eng Siang (con- 
tractor to the Government of the 
Colony of Singapore, surplus materials 
merchant, importer, exporter), 65 
Chulia St., Singapore 1, urgently re- 
quests quotations for one toffee-mak- 
ing machine, with the following spec- 
ifications: Output capacity not more 
than 1-cwt. toffee per working hour; 
electrically-operated boiling plant, of 
a capacity to suit the required output; 
contents to be emptied automatically; 
cooling table; cutting machine; and 
wrapping machine. Electrical charac- 
teristics: 240 volts, single-phase, or 
440 volts, 3-phase, a.c. Motor should 
be suitable for operation in tropical 
climate having a high degree of hu- 
midity. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Paper Products: 

Belgium—Carton Prime, SPRL (im- 
porting distributor), 44 Clmentina- 
straat, Antwerp, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for paste- 
board for making boxes, such as 
bleached folding box board, chip board, 
and Kraft liner. 

Plant Equipment: 

India—Indian Battery Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd. (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter, importer), 1-A Lower 
Circular Road, Calcutta 20, is inter- 
ested in obtaining estimates from U. 8S. 
firms for the installation of a new 
plant to manufacture 2,000 to 3,000 
storage batteries per month. 

Some of the items required are as 
follows: Container molding plant with 
various types of molds; plate grid 
molding plant with various types of 
molds; “Plante” type battery-plate 
manufacturing plant and equipment; 
antimonial lead-melting equipment; 
red lead- and _  Ilitharge-producing 
plant; distilled - water - producing 
plant; acid-refining plant; micropo- 
rous rubber-separator manufacturing 
plant; connector, post, bus bars, bush, 
and such other molding plant with 
molds, etc.; ventilator plug, top covers, 


22 





Salvadoran Highway 


To Be Built 


The Proveeduria Especifica De 
Obras Publicas—Public Works 
Procurement Office—of the Sal- 
vadoran Government has pub- 
lished a circular specifying the 
information required to be sub- 
mitted by contractors interested 
in bidding on the construction 
of the 190-mile Littoral High- 
way. 

On the basis of information 
received by the Proveeduria, a 
list of qualified contractors who 
will be invited to bid will be 
prepared from information sub- 
mitted by interested parties. 

A copy of the announcement, 
with an English translation, is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











etc., molding plant; and testing equip- 
ment of batteries and battery failures. 

Estimate should include cost of in- 
stallation and technical assistance to 
train workers to operate the plant. 

Scientific Instruments: 

Germany — Wolfgang Zeh (im- 
porter), 12 Salmstrasse, Duisburg- 
Meiderich, wishes to purchase direct 
spectographs, spectrophotometers, and 
mass spectrometers. 

Sporting Goods: 

India—The Calcutta Fishing House 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
156-157 Bowbazar St., Calcutta 12, 
wishes to purchase direct fishing reels, 
lines, hooks, and spoons. 

Vessels: 

Ecuador —Gustavo Nieto, Calles 
Manabi No. 317 y Eloy Alfaro, Guay- 
aquil, wishes to purchase direct a 
small used seagoing vessel, about 250 
tons, which could be used for trans- 
portation of both cargo—mainly ba- 
nanas—and passengers between Guay- 
aquil and other parts of Ecuador; he 
wishes any data, such as photographs, 
drawings, specifications, condition of 
vessel, and other pertinent details 
from interested sellers of such vessel. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Building Materials: 

Canada— William N. Thomson 
(manufacturer’s agent), 2649 Bloor St. 
West, Suite 208, Toronto, Ontario, 
wishes to obtain agency for best qual- 
ity building and construction mate- 
rials, including specialty products and 
equipment. 








Chemicals: 

Denmark—N. Thuesen (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 6 Serridslevvej, Copen- 
hagen, wishes to obtain agency for 
chemicals for soap manufacture, ex. 
cept soda ash and caustic soda; chem. 
icals for paint and varnish industries: 
plastic raw materials; and other 
chemicals. 

Compressed Air: 

Italy—E. A. Pollicante (importer 
wholesaler), 1 r. Lungo Bisagno ; 
Genoa, wishes to obtain sole agency 
in Italy from U. S. manufacturer of 
compressed gas for refrigerators, such 
as Freon 12, and similar products, 

Cotton: 

Israel—L. Kardos (manufacturer’s 
agents for textile and raw materials), 
3 Frug St., P.O. Box 3045, Tel Aviv, 
wishes to obtain agency for raw cot- 
ton, strict middling 1-1/16”. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Films: 

Canada — William N. Thomson 
(manufacturer’s agent), 2649 Bloor St., 
Suite 208, Toronto, Ontario, wishes to 
obtain agency for feature and short 
films suitable for television. 

Metal (Scrap): 

Italy—ACIE-Azienda Commission- 
aria Italia Estero (importing distribu- 
tor), Via Brera 4, Milan, wishes to 
obtain agency for approximately 100,- 
000 metric tons annually of first-qual- 
ity pig-iron scraps for furnaces weigh- 
ing from 50 to 70 kilograms per piece. 

Railroad Equipment: 

Egypt—Middle East Industrial Trad- 
ing Office (Dr. M. K. Tantawi) (man- 
ufacturer’s agent, and consultant and 
contractor for supply of equipment 
to Egyptian Government on the basis 
of tenders), 22 Kasr el Nil St., Cairo, 
wishes to obtain agency for all types 
of railway equipment and supplies, in- 
cluding machine tools, locomotives, 
wagons, bolts and nuts, rails, and fish 
plates. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Argentina—Eduardo A. Chamorro, 
representing Forcherio, Chamorro é 
Iturri, S.R.L., Rosario 702/10, Buenos 
Aires, wishes to contact American 
firms interested in importing casein 
and dairy products, and in exporting 
packaging machines and dairy ma- 
chinery. Scheduled to arrive May 31, 
via Miami, for a visit of 1 month. U.S. 
address: 2269 Cathedral Ave., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Itinerary: New York, Bos- 
ton, and Washington, D.C. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Belgian Congo—Maurice Wyvekens, 
representing Industrial Agencies De- 

partment CHANIC (Chantiers Navals 
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et Industriels du Congo) (importer, 
wholesaler), B. P. 1976, Leopoldville, is 
interested in earth moving, electrical, 
and industrial equipment. Scheduled 
to arrive the first part of June, via 
New York, for a visit of 1 month. U.S. 
address: c/o Caterpillar Tractor Co., 
1937 Walker St., Peoria, Ill. Itinerary: 
New York; Chicago; Lorain, Ohio; and 
Peoria, Ill. 

Belgium—Anton A. M. Bauwens, rep- 
resenting Theo. Bauwens, PVBA 
(cooked ham packers), 55/59 Van Lup- 
penstraat, Antwerp, is interested in 
exporting canned cooked hams; pur- 
chasing phosphates and other chem- 
icals for meat packing industry; and 
in vacuum packing. Scheduled to ar- 
rive May 30, via New York, for a visit 
of 10 days. U.S. address: Mayflower 
Hotel, Central Park West at 61st St., 
New York, N. Y., Itinerary: New York 
and Chicago. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Belgium—Michel Borzer, represent- 
ing Ets. Borzer, 46 avenue des Martyrs, 
Hasselt, is interested in importing coal 
stokers, bathroom installations, and 
kitchen furniture. Scheduled to arrive 
the latter part of May, via New York, 
for a visit of 15 days. U.S. address: 
c/o Belgian Consulate General, 630 
Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York. 

France—Antonin Lagier, represent- 
ing Etablissements Lagier (manufac- 
turer, retailer, exporter, wholesaler), 
2 Place General Ferrie, Marseille 
(Bouches-du-Rhone), is interested in 
electronics; radio; television; machine 
tools; garage administration, organi- 
zation, and services. He is in the 
United States until June 11. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/o Sassoon Sopher, 630 Fifth 
Ave., New York 20, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Lake Placid, Chicago, De- 
troit, Niagara, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, 
Philadelphia, Washington, and New 
York. 

Germany—Kurt Boehning, Chile- 
haus C., Hamburg, is interested in 
contacting U.S. producers and packers 
of crude edible and inedible oils and 
fats, lard, fatbacks, slaughterhouse 
offall, packing materials for slaugh- 
terhouse products, canned vegetables, 
fruits, and fruit juices. He is in the 
United States until the middle of June. 
U.S. address: c/o Karl Hardach Travel 
Service, 11 W. 42d St., New York 36, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Boston, 
Chicago, and Cleveland. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Germany—Werner Ehret, represent- 
ing Automaten-Gesellschaft Ehret & 
Co., 26 Aderstrasse, Duesseldorf, is in- 
terested in visiting manufacturers of 
vending machines and in purchasing 
them for the German market. He 
wishes to obtain technical informa- 


_ tion pertaining to the sales possibili- 


ties of plastic toys and gift articles. 
Scheduled to arrive June 1, via New 
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York, for a visit of 8 to 12 weeks. 
U. S. address: c/o Fritz Reinhold, 1074 
Summit Ave., Bronx 52, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
and San Francisco. 

Germany—Hermann Mueller, repre- 
senting Hermann Mueller, Geblaese- & 
Maschinenfabrik, 54 Waldemarstrasse, 
Berlin SO 36, is interested in studying 
the production and operation methods 
of ventilators, exhaust fans, air-con- 
ditioning and air-heating plants in 
the United States. Scheduled to ar- 
rive June 1, via New York, for a visit 
of 5 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Franz 
Granzow, 110/18 223d St., Queen’s 
Village 29, Long Island, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and Boston. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Germany—Friedrich Schubert 
(wholesaler and exporter of furniture) , 
7 Albrechtstrasse, Wuppertal-Elber- 
feld, is interested in visiting furni- 
ture wholesalers and large department 
stores, and in obtaining information 
pertaining to sales possibilities of his 
products in the United States. Sched- 
uled to arrive May 28, via New York, 
for a visit of 4 weeks. U.S. address: 
c/o August Hoelterhoff, 12 Liberty Pl., 
Weekhawken, N. J. Itinerary: New 
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 


Pakistan—Badrul Islam, and Ronald 
B. Jessop, both representing Buckwell 
& Co., Spencers Bldg., McLeod Road, 
P. O. Box 437, Karachi, are interested 
in importing agricultural and farm 
equipment, as well as earth-moving 
and construction equipment. Sched- 
uled to arrive June 1, via New York, 
for a visit of 6 weeks. U.S. address: 
c/o Caterpillar Tractor Co., 1937 
Walker St., Peoria, Ill. Itinerary: Peo- 
ria, Washington, New York, and Mo- 
line. 


Peru—Jorge Y. Abugattas, repre- 
senting Y. Jorge Abugattas e Hijos, 
S. A. (importer of textiles) , Mercaderes 
145, Arequipa, is interested in contact- 
ing U. S. manufacturers of cotton and 
nylon fabrics, men’s and women’s fur- 
nishings, tapestry, and rugs. Sched- 
uled to arrive May 31, via Miami, for 
a visit of 3 months. U. S. address: 
c/o International Hosiery Corp., 200 
Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Boston, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and 
Dallas. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Scotland—William D. Thompson, 
representing James D. Smellie & Co. 
(importer, exporter, broker), 94 Hope 
St., Glasgow, C. 2, is interested in 
import and/or export of animal and 
vegetable oils and fats, oilseeds and 
allied materials; and in the export of 
crude palm kernel oil. Scheduled to 
arrive May 25, via Montreal, for a visit 
of 2 months. U.S. address: c/o Harold 
Howes, Murray Rd., (R. F. D.), Mont- 
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pelier, Vt. Itinerary: New York, 
Boston. 

Sweden—Rolf Fredriksson, repre- 
senting AB. Moderna Kok, 26-30 Teng- 
dalsgatan, Stockholm So, is interested 
in obtaining exclusive agencies for 
modern kitchen appliances, and in lo- 
cating a U. S. firm to produce under 
license a newly-patented Swedish 
combination adjustable utility table- 
ironing board. He is in the United 
States until the middle of June. U. 8. 
address: Vischer Products Co., 2815 
West Roscoe St., Chicago, Ill. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Sweden—Hans Pedersen, represent- 
ing Allmanco Aktiebolag (importer, 
wholesaler), 8 Fabriksgatan, Boras, is 
interested in textile goods, haberdash- 
ery, toys and leather goods, as well 
as large mail order houses. Sched- 
uled to arrive May 25, via San Fran- 
cisco, for a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. 
address: c/o Axel W:m Schonbom, 572 
Wilder St., Lowell, Mass. Itinerary: 
San Francisco, Chicago, Boston, and 
New York. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
|g amen copies may be obtained 

y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in the 
course of compiling each list. Brief 
extracts from these data follow 
each title for which such data are 
available. 


Automobile Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Portugal.— 
This country is entirely dependent 
upon imports for passenger and com- 
mercial automotive vehicles. Some 
automotive replacement parts and ac- 
cessories—such as storage batteries, 
piston and piston rings, fog lamps, 
springs, electric wires and cables, and 
tires and tubes—are produced locally, 
but these items also are imported. 

Passenger vehicles in operation at 
the end of 1954, numbered 89,766, of 
which 17,221 were American; and of 
the 37,792 commercial vehicles, 8,263 
were American. Only 561 new Ameri- 
can cars were registered in 1954. The 
United States stands fifth—after the 
United Kingdom, Germany,. France, 
and Sweden—in registration of new 
commercial vehicles. 


American automotive vehicles may 
be imported freely if financed through 
third countries. Automotive replace- 
ment parts and accessories are im- 
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ported from the United States under 
quota allocations. Dollar import li- 
censes are granted freely for agricul- 
tural tractors. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Tunisia.— 
Automotive equipment and motor 
vehicles are not manufactured do- 
mestically. Motor vehicles in opera- 
tion on January 1, 1954, numbered 
27,798 passenger cars, 12,723 trucks, 
and 642 buses. French products domi- 
nate the market and France supplied 
80 percent of the vehicles and equip- 
ment, followed by the United States 
with 10 percent, Italy with 5 percent, 
and Germany with 3 percent. 


Imports of automotive vehicles were 
valued at $7,483,436 in 1954 but im- 
ports from the United States 
amounted to only $66,602 of this total. 
Of the 3,519 passenger cars imported, 
only 19 were American. Of the 918 
trucks imported only 8 were American. 
Imports of automotive equipment 
were valued at $1,710,299, of which 
the United States supplied $373,358 
worth. 


Chemicals Importers and Dealers— 
Mexico.—The chemical producing in- 
dustries have expanded rapidly but 
have not kept pace with consump- 
tion. Important local industries 
utilizing large amounts of chemicals 
are manufacturers of paints, plastics, 
pharmaceuticals, vitamins and hor- 
mones, soaps and detergents, and 
toilet preparations. 

Imports of chemicals and chemical 
products for the period January 
through September 1954 totaled 339,- 
875,000 pesos (1 peso=US$0.08) not in- 
cluding serums, antibiotics, medicinal 
drugs, or pharmaceutical specialties. 
Imports from the United States in the 
same period were valued at 247,313,000 
pesos, or approximately 73 percent of 
the total. Principal imports in order 
of value were chemicals of organic 
origin; insecticides and germicides; 
gums, waxes, and colorings; and in- 
dustrial chemicals. 


Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Norway.—The Norwegian economy has 
expanded in recent years, providing a 
growing market for chemicals and re- 
lated products. 


Imports of chemicals in 1953 
amounted to about $31.6 million, the 
bulk of which came from Western 
Europe. Principal items were in- 
organic chemicals ($10.97 million); 
organic chemicals ($3.51 million); 
fertilizers, principally phosphates and 
potash ($6,906,703); miscellaneous 
chemical products ($5,536,923); dye- 
ing, tanning, and coloring materials 
($3,779,000); and mineral tars and 
crude chemicals from coal, petroleum, 
and natural gas ($895,804). 

The United States supplied ap- 
proprixmately 3 percent of the organic 
and inorganic chemicals; 10 percent 
of the miscellaneous chemical prod- 
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Jamaican Coffee Mission 


To Visit U. S. 


A mission, headed by William 
Nelson Henry, Chairman of the 
Coffee Industry Board of Ja- 
maica, will visit the United 
States to contact coffee import- 
ing firms with a view to appoint- 
ing an agent for Jamaican cof- 
fee; also, to obtain information 
on marketing prospects for Ja- 
maican coffee. 

Mr. Henry will be accompanied 
by Frederick A. Briscoe, the 
Board’s Secretary; Keble A. 
Munn, a representative for Ja- 
maican planters; and Harold A. 
Waite, a produce merchant. 

The group was to arrive in 
New York on May 12, for a visit 
of approximately 20 days. 

Interested firms may contact 
the group in care of C. A. Mackey 
& Co., 111 Wall Street, New York, 
N. Y. 











ucts; and 20 percent of the dyeing, 
tanning, and coloring materials. Im- 
port licenses are required when dollar 
payments are involved. 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft 
Manufacturers and Exporters—Fin- 
land. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—El Salvador.—Dry goods 
and clothing imports in recent years 
have increased steadily with rising 
coffee prices and resultant domestic 
prosperity. Imports of dry goods and 
clothing in 1953 totaled $8,744,759. Ap- 
proximately 83 percent originated in 
the United States; 12 percent in 
Japan, Mexico, Germany, and Great 
Britain; and the remaining 5 percent 
in other countries. Imports from 
Japan are increasing steadily. Import 
licenses are not required and foreign 
exchange, including dollars, is readily 
available . 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
New Zealand.—Hardware items such 
as handles, abrasives, locks, cutlery, 
and wire and wire products are im- 
ported on a large scale. Most of these 
imports are obtained from nondollar 
sources, but the United States is a 
large supplier of handles, hand tools 
and locks, and in smaller proportion, 
of builders’ and household hardware 
and plumbing supplies. With the ex- 
ception of items classed as EE in the 
import licensing schedule, all goods 
from the United States require an im- 
port license. The EE list has been ex- 
tended to cover 90 items in 1955 and 
includes machinery and artificers’ 
tools. 


Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Bolivia.—Production of machin- 
ery is negligible, with only a minor in- 
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dustry producing hand-operated ma. 
chinery mostly for agriculture. Im. 
ports of machinery in 1953 amounteg 
to $4,711,588, of which approxim: 

80 percent ($3,672,930) was from the 
United States. All imports are subjegt 
to a prior import permit. 


Machinery Importers and Distribg. 
tors—Thailand.—Domestic production 
of machinery is insignificant and lim. 
ited to small-scale production of ip. 
numerable articles. U.S. products ep. 
joy an excellent reputation and ae. 
count for roughly 30 percent of ma- 
chinery imports. The remainder is dj. 
vided approximately as follows: Ja 
35 percent; United Kingdom, 20 per. 
cent; Sweden, France, Czechosloyv 
Germany, and others, 15 percent. Im- 
port licenses are required for machin- 
ery. However, most machinery jg 
classified as essential and not subject 
to quota limitations on quantity. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Mexico.—In- 
ports of medicinal preparations in- 
cluding only drugs, serums, capsules, 
pills, antibiotics, and pharmaceutical 
specialties from January through No- 
vember 1954 amounted to 1,830,197 
kilograms valued at 182,467,256 pesos 
(1 peso—US$0.08). Imports from 
United States in this period accounted 
for 83.8 percent of the volume and 
87.4 percent of the value of these 
products. Antibiotics accounted for 
approximately 40 percent of the prod- 
ucts. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refin- 
ers, and Exporters—Cuba.—Commer- 
cial production of fats and oils & 
limited almost exclusively to peanut 
oil and soap tallow. Imports of edi- 
ble and inedible fats and oils in 1951 
totaled 217 million pounds, exclusive 
of butter. Lard and rendered pork 
fat comprised 67 percent of this total. 
Other edible fats and oils amounted 
to 14 percent. Virtually all lard im- 
ports originated in the United States. 
Spanish olive oil made up nearly one- 
half of the other edible oil imports, 
and soybean oil from the United 
States most of the remainder. 

Physicians and Surgeons—Tunisia. 

Provisions Importers and Dealers— 
Cuba.—In the list of foreign markets 
for U. S. agricultural products, Cuba 
occupies first place for some items 
and a very high place for numerous 
others, notably lard, rice, wheat, 
wheat flour, dairy products, beans, 
and potatoes. Foodstuffs in 1953 ac- 
counted for about $140 million of the 
$425 million worth of imports from 
the United States. Imports represent 
virtually 100 percent of the national 
consumption of lard; some 60 percent 
of that of rice; 53 percent, of beans; 
44 percent, eggs; 27 percent, canned 
milk; and 23 percent, potatoes. Wheat 


(Continued on Page 35) 
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Ship Lines May Impose W/. German Tourism Continues Up 


Surcharge on Freight 


The shipping-conference lines, 
which operate services on the India- 
pakistan- United Kingdom -European 
continental routes, have issued a warn- 
ing to the port authorities in India 
that they may be obliged to impose a 
surcharge on all freight shipments to 
Bombay and Calcutta because of seri- 
ous delays encountered in loading and 
unloading operations in these ports. 

This warning came close on the 
heels of a 10-percent increase in 
freight rates, effective February 1. The 
delays, which result in exorbitant de- 
murrage charges, are attributed prin- 
cipally to the go-slow tactics adopted 
py port labor in unloading and loading 
cargo. 

An official of the Directorate Gen- 
eral of Shipping, Government of India, 
Bombay, indicated that efforts were 
being made to reduce the inconven- 
ience to shipping companies. Accord- 
ing to this official, the surcharge con- 
templated by the shipping companies 
might be as high as 25 percent. 

The Indian shipping companies, 
which operate services along the In- 
dian coasts are considering, according 
to a report in the Bombay Times, a 
general increase of 10 percent in 
freight rates on cargo, effective June 
1. The increase reportedly is due to 
increased operational costs and the 
general rise of freight rates in the 
overseas trade. 


New Television Station 
Established in Tokyo 


Japan’s fifth television station began 
telecasting April 1. The new station 
JOKR-TV, privately owned by Radio 
Tokyo, transmits an average of 5 hours 
a day, operating on a frequency of 
183.24 mc. at 10 kw., video and 187.75 
me. at 5 kw., audio. 

Three of the stations are in Tokyo 
and one each in Osaka and Nagoya. 
The Japan Broadcasting Corporation 
(NHK) also is planning to construct 
transmitters in Fukuoka and Sapporo 
in 1955. 

More than 50,000 television receivers 
are estimated to be in use in Japan. 
New registrations in January in- 
creased from a monthly average of 
3,000 sets to 4,500 sets. Sales undoub- 
tedly are inhibited by the present high 
prices of domestic receivers, the 30- 
percent commodity tax on 17-inch 
receivers, a 12-percent tax on smaller 
receivers, and a duty of 30 percent on 
all imported receivers. Despite the 
high cost, there appears to be a ready 
market for all available sets. 
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Receipts of foreign exchange from 
tourists in Western Germany in 1954, 
totaled approximately 775 million Ger- 
man marks (US$186 million) as com- 
pared with 600 million German marks 
(US$144 million) in 1953. 

In 1954, the volume of foreign tour- 
ist traffic in Western Germany, as 
measured by the number of overnight 
stops, exceeded that of 1953 by ap- 
proximately 20 percent. The bed ca- 
pacity in commercial establishments 
available to tourists in 1954—not in- 
cluding beds available in youth hostels 
and in licensed private homes— 
amounted to 449,362, as compared with 
408,358 in 1953. 

As in 1953, the United States was 
Western Germany’s most important 
customer, U. S. nationals accounting 
for approximately 15 percent of the 
total number of overnight stops by 
foreign guests. 

In 1954, 763,454 U. S. nationals en- 
tered Western Germany as compared 
with 646,986, entering in 1953. The 
heaviest volume, 164,246, occurred in 
the last 3 months of 1954. This in- 
crease was undoubtedly the result of 
the promotional campaign, “Wieder- 
sehen mit Deutschland,” undertaken 
by the Central German Tourist Office 
to attract tourists in the compara- 
tively quiet October-March season. 

Advance information. from Ameri- 
can travel bureaus and carriers, re- 
ceived by the Central German Tourist 
Association, indicates that tourist 
travel from the United States to West- 
ern Germany in 1955 may be expected 
to increase by approximately 15 per- 
cent over the 1954 level. 

To facilitate tourist travel in West- 
ern Germany, the Federal Republic 
eliminated on March 1 the temporary 
visitor-visa requirements for nationals 
of 33 additional countries, bringing 
the total of such countries to 55. Na- 
tionals of these countries now may en- 
ter Western Germany without a visa, 
if they are in possession of a valid 
passport and the intended length of 
their visits does not exceed 3 months. 

New investment in the hotel indus- 
try amounted to approximately 70 
million German marks (US$16.8 mil- 
lion) in 1954. Bed capacity in all im- 
portant tourist areas now is consid- 
ered adequate and the Association of 
German Hotels and Inns has recom- 
mended to the Federal Ministry of 
Economics that loans from _ public 
funds be granted only for modernizing 
existing establishments rather than 
for adding bed capacity. 

The West German Federal Govern- 
ment allotted 3.75 million German 
marks (US$900,000) to the Central 
German Tourist Association; 480,000 
German marks (US$115,200) to the 
Federation of German Tourist Asso- 


ciations; and 96,000 German marks 
(US$23,040) to the Association of Ger- 
man Health Resorts, making a total of 
4,326,000 German marks (US$1,038,240) 
for the 1954-55 fiscal year. 

According to the Central German 
Tourist Association, the West German 
Federal Government probably will al- 
lot the same amount for the 1955-56 
a year for the promotion of tour- 





KLM Schedules More 


Flights for Summer 


The new summer timetable of KLM 
(Royal Dutch Airlines) effective 
April 17-October 1, will provide a 
thrice-daily service from Amsterdam 
to New York; a number of higher fre- 
quencies on the European network, 
particularly to Bremen and Hamburg; 
and a new service from Karachi to 
Kandahar and Kabul in Afghanistan. 

A DC-3 flight is scheduled to fly 
twice a week from Karachi to Kanda- 
har and Kabul and will be timed to 
connect with KLM services on Far 
Eastern routes. 

Several European flights will be run 
in cooperation with other European 
carriers. Those between Amsterdam 
and London are operated by KLM in 
a pool with British European Airways 
(BEA); while the Amsterdam-Dublin 
four-times-a-week service is jointly 
operated by KLM and Aer Lingus. 

Other cooperative KLM services in- 
clude those with Scandinavian Air- 
lines System (SAS); Sabena (Belgian 
Air Lines); the Spanish airlines, Iberia 
and Aviacion y Comercio; Swissair; 
and the Italian carriers, LAI and Ali- 
talia. 

This summer KLM again will oper- 
ate a thrice-weekly all-cargo service 
between New York and Amsterdam, in 
addition to a weekly all-cargo service 
to Teheran from Amsterdam. Plans 
to double the frequency of the Amster- 
dam-London cargo service are being 
considered, so that this service may 
be operated with a frequency of 5 
flights a week by night and 5 a week 
by day. 

Operation of the twice-weekly Am- 
sterdam - Nuremberg - Basle _ service, 
with additional frequency, as well as 
2 all-cargo flights a week on the Am- 
sterdam-Frankfurt-Stuttgart-Nurem- 
berg route, also is being planned. | 





U. S. cotton imports in February 1955 
for consumption amounted to 17,000 
bales of 480 pounds net, including 6,000 
bales each from Egypt and Peru, 3,000 
bales from Mexico, and 1,000 bales 
from India, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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Trans-Canada Airlines inaugurated 
on April 1 daily Viscount service be- 
tween Montreal and Winnipeg via 
Toronto and Fort William, Port 
Arthur. TCA is the first commercial 
operator to use turboprop aircraft 
in North America. 





The use of helicopters on estab- 
lished inland routes in Norway is im- 
practical because of high initial and 
maintenance costs relative to pay- 
loads, according to the Norwegian 
Minister of Transportation. 

Herons—4-engined, 15-passenger 
craft—he pointed out, cost only half 
as much initially and carry twice as 
many passengers; consequently, the 
Government is unwilling to bear the 
cost of added subsidies in order to 
keep down prices for passengers and 
freight on helicopters. 





Indian Airlines Corporation (IAC) 
may discontinue carrying passengers 
on night airmail flights as a result 
of recent fatal crashes. 

Reports to this effect are corisidered 
acknowledgment by authorities of the 
lack of adequate navigational aids in 
India for night flying and the obso- 
lescence of existing equipment. After 
a recent DC-3 crash, crew changes on 
the Bombay-Delhi run were made in 
order to avoid pilot fatigue. 





“Air-Brousse,” a new aviation serv- 
ice, has been established in Leopold- 
ville, Belgian Congo. 


Flying of fresh food, parts, and 
other urgently needed items to small 
up-country communities in Leopold- 
ville Province; aerial advertising and 
dropping of advertising material; 
and, later, aircraft spraying of in- 
secticides, forest prospecting, pipe- 
line and high-tension line patrolling, 
and the like, are planned. 





Cuban national airlines holding mail 
contracts from the Government have 
been granted indirect subsidies, under 
terms of a law-decree enacted Jan- 
uary 27. 

The subsidies consist of exemption 
from such payments as customs duties 
and consular fees on imports of fuel 
and lubricants, spare parts, and all 
types of equipment used in the air- 
lines’ operations. Mail carriers are 
also exempted from payment of prop- 
erty-transfer and transaction taxes. 





The contractor on the Artibonite 
irrigation project in Haiti has an- 
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dam, which is the largest, flying but- 
tress type in the world, will be 75 
meters high and 300 meters long, and 
the reservoir will have a capacity of 
500 million cubic meters of water. 
Irrigation for some 85,000 acres will 
be supplied through the dam.—Emb., 
Port-au-Prince. 





Construction work on various im- 
portant feeder roads in Haiti has been 
undertaken by the Public Works De- 
partment in the southern peninsula 
and northern tip of the northern pe- 
ninsula where roads were damaged 
by the hurricane winds and flood 
waters. A part of the emergency 
grant aid which has been made avail- 
able to Haiti through the Foreign 
Operations Administration (FOA) will 
be used to finance reconstruction work 
on Haiti’s road network.—Emb., Port- 
au-Prince. 





Construction work begun on the 
water supply project for Port-au- 
Prince at Diquini, Haiti, is financed 
in part by the U. S. Government 
through the Foreign Operations Ad- 
ministration. The tunnel will be 6% 
kilometers in length. An additional 
10 million gallons of water will be 
supplied to the city through this 
project and will be carried by 24-inch 
concrete pipes.—Emb., Port-au-Prince. 





The 17,362 - gross - ton SS. Olympia 
of the Greek Line will depart from 
Naples on the inaugural voyage of a 
new service to Halifax and New York. 
Prior to arriving at Naples the ship 
will call at Piraeus, Malta, and Mes- 
sina and, on the return voyage, will 
call at Lisbon, Naples, and Piraeus. 
Sailings from Naples will be made 
every 3 weeks. Gastaldi & Co. is the 
Naples agent for.,the Greek Line. 


The ship has accommodations for 
1,169 tourist and 138 first-class pas- 
sengers. 





The opening of the modern Grand 
Hotel in Beira in July will be a sig- 
nificant advance toward increasing 
tourism in Mozambique. 

The hotel, which has 120 rooms, is 
booked solidly for July and also for 
August, when an international labor 
conference on native productivity will 
be held. A Lisbon company will op- 
erate the hotel. 


The new hotel and completion next 


year of a highway from the Rhodesian 
frontier at Umtali to Beira, are ex- 
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Dial Phones Limited 
In French Eq. Africa 


Telegraph, telephone, and 
facilities in French Equatorial 
are owned and administered by the 


Government’s Service des Postes, Tele. © 


phones et Telegraphes. 


A modern radio-telephonic system, 
comprising 94 stations, connects 
French Equatorial Africa direct with 
Paris, London, Douala, Bamako ij 
French West Africa, Dakar, Tannana- 
rive, and Leopoldville; and indirectly, 
through Paris, with the rest of the 
world. 

Direct radio-telegraphic communi- 
cations also are available between 
Pointe-Noire and Luanda; Adre, 
Tchad, and El Gueneina, Sudan; Fort- 
Lamy and Khartoum, Zander, Kano, 
and Maidugari. 

The modern radio-telephone system 
in service connects Brazzaville, Pointe- 
Noire, Libreville and Bangui, with one 
another and also with Europe, Douala, 
and French North Africa. 


Two-Way Radio-Teletype in Use 

Two-way Government radio-tele- 
type exists between Brazzaville-Paris 
and Brazzaville-Bangui. Plans for 195§ 
include a two-way radio-teletype to 
connect Brazzaville with Libreville, 
Pointe-Noire, and Fort-Lamy. A one- 
way private radio-teletype also is 
available from Paris to Brazzaville for 
Radio-Brazzaville and for the Agence 
France Presse. 

The only telegraph line in French 
Equatorial Africa runs for 510 km 
(317 miles) between Brazzaville and 
Pointe-Noire, servicing 7 intermediate 
stations. On January 1, there were 
4,470 telephones in French Equatorial 
Africa, of which 2,282 were extensions. 
The total length of telephone lines on 
the same date was 6,120 km. (3,803 
miles), of which 3,060 km. (1,901 
miles) belonged to the Congo-Ocean 
railroad. 

Nine of the principal cities have 
local telephone exchanges. Brazza- 
ville has the only dial system. The 
capitals of the 4 territories have 4 
common battery manual exchange and 
the other 4 towns have a magneto 
system. 

The only inter-town telephone 
services are in Brazzaville, Pointe- 
Noire—four direct circuits and one by 
way of Dolisie, exclusive of railroad 
lines—and Brazzaville-Leopoldville by 
under-river cable, with five circuits— 
Cons. Gen., Leopoldville. 


—ih, 





pected to draw an increased number 
of tourists from that area. 

The new Central African Airways’ 
weekly flight between Salisbury and 
Beira, inaugurated April 2, is expected 
to increase business for the Grand 
Hotel and tourism in general. 
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U. S. Exports... 
(Continued from Page 16) 

in 1953, and a peak of $553 million in 
Piteoer, the principal import coming 
mainly from Chile, showed successive 
annual decreases of 13 percent and 
7 percent in quantity in this period, 
and lower prices last year brought the 
latest reduction in value to 19 per- 
cent. Lead imports, largely from 
Mexico and Peru, fell off by much 

ater percentages, and those of 
ferroalloying metals and tin, which 
had continued to rise through 1953, 
also were down in 1954. Imports of 
jron ore, however, continued to rise 
steeply. 

Imports of raw wool from Latin 
America have fluctuated greatly from 
year to year since the collapse of the 
extraordinary demand stimulated by 
the Korean war. After showing an 
increase of $42 million in 1953, they 
fell off nearly $60 million last year. 
About one-fourth of the decrease was 
in Uruguayan wools and nearly three- 
fourths in those from Argentina. The 
total quantity imported from Latin 
America in 1954 was 77 million 
pounds, only a little more than half 
as much as in the preceding year and 
about a third of the total for 1950. 


Decreases in other commodities also 
contributed to the overall decline in 
the volume of imports. These in- 
cluded raw cotton and linters, queb- 
racho, meat products, sugar, and cof- 
fee. 


Coffee Prices Up; Volume Down 


As prices of coffee moved upward to 
unprecedented heights last year, U. S. 
imports of coffee decreased in volume. 
The Brazilian types, which led the 
price advance, decreased from 1,187 
million pounds in 1953 to 840 million 
pounds, or by 30 percent; and coffee 
from Colombia and the less important 
sources declined about 15 percent. Im- 
ports from the entire Latin Ameri- 
can area fell from 2,582 million 
pounds to 2,045 million pounds, or 21 
percent. Their value, however, be- 
cause of the higher prices, remained 
Within 1 percent of the 1953 total. 

Aside from iron ore, previously men- 
tioned, crude petroleum and fuel oil 
and cacao beans were the principal 
commodities received from Latin 
America in larger amounts last year 
than in 1953. The total value of the 
petroleum products, reflecting an in- 
crease in price as well as quantity, 
rose by over $50 million. Cacao beans 
Tose about 5 percent in quantity and, 
With sharply higher prices, about 175 
percent in value. 





Spain’s milk production in 1954 
amounted to 5.9 billion pounds, an in- 
crease of about 13 percent over 1953, 
according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 
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Telephone Service Between 
Cyrenaica, Egypt Increased 


Telephone service between Cyre- 
naica and Egypt was to be increased 
from a 5-hour service to a 24-hour 
service on April 15, according to the 
Official newspaper Barqa al-Jadida. 
This additional service was made pos- 
sible by utilizing lines originally laid 
by the British Army just after the war. 

The American Embassy at Benghazi 
states that this increased service 
points to the significance the Libyans 
place on their commercial ties with 
the Egyptians. It also will give Cyre- 
naica access to full international tele- 
phonic service. 

The present radio-telephone service 
between Cyrenaica and Tripolitania 
will remain the same, with the line 
open daily between 8 am. and 12 
noon. An increase in this service is 
not being planned, although the Govy- 
ernment reportedly is considering a 
full 2-way telephonic land-line service 
between Cyrenaica and Tripoli, with 
a tie-in to the Egyptian line and a 
radio-telephone line from Tripoli to 
Italy. Such a plan, however, would 
need parliamentary approval. The 
present service between Cyrenaica and 
Tripoli is extremely poor and unde- 
pendable. 





Pakistan Railway Reduces 
Rates on Tinned Fruits 


Pakistan’s North Western Railway 
has been persuaded to reduce freight 
rates on area-produced tinned foods 
by about 60 percent. Tinned foods 
produced in and near Peshawar by a 
number of small industries has been 
classed in Category VII and so charged 
at the rate of about 6/- rupees a 
maund for shipment from Peshawar 
to Karachi (1 rupee=US$0.30 and 
1 maund=82.3 pounds.) 

The railway company now has re- 
duced the rate to that of Category-II 
items so that charges will be under 
3/- rupees a maund. 


This reduction should have some 
effect upon the selling price of the 
commodity in the market not only in 
Karachi, but also in Lahore and other 
cities where Pakistan-produced tinned 
foods have been considered a luxury 
and have not been widely popular. 


Contributing to the high cost of the 
finished product are: Freight rates, 
the high price of sugar, and the cost 
of importing tin for making the con- 
tainers. 

The railway company also indicated 
it may reduce the freight rate on tin 
at some later date, if a formula can 
be devised to separate raw tin meant 
for canning from tin intended for 
other purposes. 





World Trade Week, May 22-28. 


Carinthia, East Tyrol 
Get Dial Telephones 


The conversion to automatic tele- 
phone service in Carinthia and East 
Tyrol in Austria was completed in 
March, when St. Lorenzen, Carinthia, 
received a central dial office, with a 
capacity to serve 40 stations. 

On December 31, 1953, only 168 tele- 
phone exchanges existed in the area. 
Of this number, 149 were manually 
operated, with a capacity sufficient to 
serve 4,500 stations. The 19 dial ex- 
changes then in operation had a ca- 
pacity of 12,840 stations. Subscribers 
actually served by the 168 exchanges | 
of Carinthia and East Tyrol then 
numbered 11,657. 

By the end of March, the 149 man- 
ually operated central offices were re- 
placed by 45 central dial offices and 
86 tributary dial offices, with a total 
capacity to serve 6,057 stations. Carin- 
thia and East Tyrol now have a total 
of 64 central dial offices, with ca- 
pacity sufficient to serve 19,340 sta- 
tions, and 86 tributary dial offices, 
with capacity to serve 1,357 stations. 


Exchanges Cover 20-Mile Radii 


On December 31, 1954, the telephone 
system of Carinthia and East Tyrol 
served 12,517 subscribers. Of this 
number, 12,475 were served by central 
dial offices and their dial tributaries. 

Twelve central dial offices were 
equipped to serve as automatic tan- 
dem exchange units, each covering 
central dial offices within a radius of 
approximately 20 miles. The 12 tan- 
dem exchange units are located at 
Klagenfurt, Villach, Spittal/Drau, 
Lienz, Greifenburg, Obervellach, and 
Huben. 

Control-switching points have been 
established at Klagenfurt, Wolfsberg, 
Spittal/Drau, and Lienz. These points 
also accommodate manual switch- 
boards for long-distance connections 
with points outside the area, served by 
toll-dialing facilities. They also serve 
conservative telephone users who do 
not wish to make their own long-dis- 
tance connections by dialing 

In the Province of Vorarlberg, com- 
pletion of the telephone-conversion 
project has been delayed seriously by 
the post-office construction program. 

The construction of a post-office 
building at Rietzlern has not been 
started because of the isolated posi- 
tion of the community, which can 
only be reached by mountain trails. 
This project may not be completed 
until 1956—Emb., Vienna. 





The United States has “agreed in 
principle” to the request of the Italian 
Government for the purchase of 10 
tons of heavy water to be used in 
Italy’s first research reactor, the 
Atomic Energy: Commission has an- 
nounced. 
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SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its new WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION SERVICE. 

The new publication series, which 
supplants the World Trade Series and 
the International Trade Statistics 
Series of the Business Information 
Service, is designed to provide world 
traders with a broader, more efficient 
reporting service. 

WTIS reports are presented in an 
improved format and printed in easy- 
to-read types. They are arranged in 
five convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
foreign, $8.50); Part 2, Operations Re- 
ports ($6 a year; foreign, $8.50); Part 
3, Statistical Reports ($6 a year; for- 
eign, $7.50); Part 4, Utilities Abroad 
($3 a year; foreign, $4); Part 5, Fairs 
and Exhibitions ($6 a year; foreign, 
$8). 

Subscriptions for the new WORLD 
TRADE INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be placed with U..S. Department 
of Commerce Field Offices or with the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Remittances payable 
to the Superintendent of Documents 
should accompany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents.. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 

Company Law of Egypt. WTIS, Part 
1, No. 55-39. 18 pp. 10 cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of Cam- 
bodia. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-40. 11 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Uruguay, 





1954. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-41. 5 pp. 
10 cents. 
Economic Developments in Hon- 


duras, 1954. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-42. 
11 pp. 10 cents. 

Establishing a Business in Belgium. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-43. 8 pp. 10 cents. 
Operations Reports 

Preparing Shipments to Canada. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-59. 17 pp. 10 
cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Cuba. WTIS, 
Part 2, No. 55-60. 14 pp. 10 cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 


Greece. WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-61. 3 
pp. 10 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Turkey. 
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WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-62. 7 pp. 10 cents. 
Baggage and Travel Regulations of 
Hong Kong. WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-63. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 
Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Yugoslavia. WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-64. 
3 pp. 10 cents. 





Oil Agreement .. . 

(Continued from Page 5) 
quarter about 0.6 percent above the 
average for 1954, but at the end of 
March was 1 percent below the De- 
cember 31 figure. The quarter ended 
with the wholesale price index down 
about 3 percent from December. In 
partial recognition of high living costs, 
but more in celebration of the term- 
ination of the Anglo-Iraqi treaty, 
the Government granted, effective 
March 31, bonuses of up to 1 month’s 
pay to Government civilian, military, 
and police personnel and to employees 
of quasi-Government agencies, which 
with other grants and alms to the 
poor amounted to 786,000 dinars. 

The 1955-56 national budget was 
approved in January, more than 2 
months earlier than usual. Expendi- 
tures were 51,512,160 dinars compared 
with 57,604,500 dinars for the preced- 
ing fiscal year. The principal changes 
were an increase for the Ministry of 
Education and reductions for the Min- 
istries of Defense and Finance and for 
the economic projects category, which 
in 1954-55 included 2 million dinars 
for flood relief. Income for 1955-56 
was budgeted at 50,973,000 dinars, 
compared with 48,512,000 dinars in the 
preceding year. Income, customs, and 
excise taxes were expected to provide 
the higher receipts. The budget defi- 
cit was to be covered by previous 
budget surpluses. 

The regular 1955-56 expenditure 
budgets of the autonomous Govern- 
ment agencies also approved in Jan- 
uary were as follows, in dinars: The 
Iraqi State Railways, 5,490,050; Basra 
Port Administration, 2,800,100; To- 
bacco Monopoly, 3,051,500; Fao Bar 
Dredging Project, 943,100; total, 12,- 
284,250, compared with 10,976,500 for 
the preceding year. 

The unused portion of the 1950 Wadi 
Tharthar loan from the International 
Bank, amounting to about 2,300,000 
dinars, was turned back to the bank in 
January, and during the last week of 
March the National Bank of Iraq an- 
nounced the termination of this loan 
transaction by the repayment, before 
maturity, of the approximately 2,300,- 
000 dinars borrowed. : 

Preliminary figures available during 
the quarter on foreign trade in 1954 
indicated that imports totaled 74,135,- 
808 dinars and exports, exclusive of 
petroleum, 17,975,853 dinars, compared 
with $8,708,907 and 19,068,502, respec- 
tively, in 1953. Imports from the 
United States were valued at 10,339,847 


eS 


Commercial, Industrial 
Data on Kenya Issued 


The Ministry of Commerce and In- 
dustry in Nairobi has published the 
1954 edition of “Notes on Commergs 
and Industry in Kenya,” a bookie 
designed to provide background infor. 
mation and basic statistics to persons 
contemplating some form of industria} 
or commercial] enterprise in Kenya, 

The booklet discusses the climate 
and population of Kenya, communig¢a. 
tions systems, development and re 
construction programs, commerce ang 
industry, imports and exports, indy. 
trial development, agriculture, mip. 
ing, forestry, currency and ba 
labor, company laws, and chamber 
of commerce. 

Another publication, the industria] 
supplement to the “Kenya Weekly 
News” contains articles on industria] 
development, transportation, power, 
coffee, pyrethrum, tourism, and re 
views on many industries. 


Copies of each of the publications 
are available upon request from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or any Department of 
Commerce Field Office. 





dinars and exports, 743,391, down 
about 2 percent from 1953. Trade with 
the United Kingdom was about @ 
percent lower, imports amounting to 
20,978,523 dinars and exports, 1,893,851. 

The Iraq-West German trade agree- 
ment was extended in mid-January 
for another year, and the Iraqi ratifi- 
cation of the Arab League Trade and 
Payments Agreements became opera- 
tive on January 25. Two Belgian tariff 
experts arrived in January to make 
a general revision of the customs 
tariff, originally considered a 4-month 
task, but subsequently estimated to 
take longer. The U. S. S. R.-Iraqg 
agreement of September 1954, barter- 
ing 4,000 tons of dates for Russian 
products was canceled by Russia in 
February after the Iraqi suspension 
of diplomatic relations. 

Communications abroad were im- 
proved with the extension on April 1 
of airmail service to all countries 
of the world—previously 74—and with 
reductions in airmail surcharges 
ranging from 24 to 85 percent. The 
Iraqi ratification of the Arab Postal 
Union Agreement became effective 
March 17 when domestic postal rates 
became applicable to mail to other 
members of the Arab Postal Union— 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, 
Saudi Arabia, and Yemen. 

The Iraq-Swiss aviation agreement 
signed in March 1952 and the Iraq- 
Jordan aviation agreement signed in 
November 1953 were ratified by Iraq 
effective in mid-March. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





—_— 


Trade Conference 


Held in New Orleans 


The Tenth Mississippi Valley World 
e Conference was held at the 
velt Hotel in New Orleans, Loui- 

siana, May 4-7. 

The theme of the conference was 
“Foreign Trade Policy and You.” The 
event was sponsored by the Export 
Managers’ Club of New Orleans in 
cooperation with International House; 
the International Trade Mart; New 
Orleans Board of Trade, Limited; the 
Board of Commissioners, Port of New 
Orleans; and the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the New Orleans area. 

The 4-day program featured two 
“eemmodity” breakfasts—one on oil, 
and the other on cotton and coffee— 
and four forums on the following sub- 
jects: Imports, Agriculture, and Con- 
sumers View Our Foreign Economic 
Policy; Manufacturers, Industry, and 
Labor View Our Foreign Trade Policy; 
Foreign Policy Implications; and 
Other Countries View Our Foreign 
Trade Policy. 

Participants in the forums were 
prominent business and Government 
leaders whose remarks tied in closely 
with the impact of U. S. foreign trade 
policy on individuals and organiza- 
tions. 

The last day of the program fea- 
tured the opening of the International 
Motor Exhibition, which was held in 
the International Room of the Roose- 
yelt Hotel. This marked the first event 
of this type to be held in New Orleans. 
Various makes of foreign sport cars, 
regular passenger cars, and motor 
scooters were displayed in consider- 
able quantity. 

Nine resolutions passed by the con- 
ference included a recommendation 
for the passage of H. R. 1, as passed 
by the House of Representatives; 
favorable consideration and passage 
of H. R. 5550, approving participation 
by the United States in the Organiza- 
tion for Trade Cooperation; and other 
matters pertaining to tariffs and cus- 
toms and the “Buy-American Act.” 





An Antique Dealers’ Fair and Exhi- 
bition will be held in London, Eng- 
land, June 8-23. Antiques being as- 
sembled for sale in this exhibit include 
furniture, gold, silver, jewels, porce- 
laius, clocks, glass, paintings, and 
prints. A regulation of the fair states 
that every object for sale must be au- 
thentic of the period represented and 
must have been made before 1830. 





The Bath and West Agricultural 
Show, to be held at Launceston, Eng- 
land, June 1-4, will include equipment 
of particular interest to farmers, such 
as engines, pumping sets, and electri- 
Cal equipment. 


May 23, 1955 


‘Main Street-U. S. A.’ Shown at Paris Fair 


Forty-nine U. S, firms were sched- 
uled to display hundreds of American 
consumer and industrial products at 
the U. S. industry-Government cen- 
tral exhibit at the Fair of Paris, May 
14-30, the Office of International 
Trade Fairs, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce has announced. 

Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks was to be on hand for the 
colorful ceremonies marking “Amer- 
ican Day” at the fair, May 18. Secre- 
tary Weeks has previously visited 
Milan, Hannover, Liege, Brussels, and 
the British Industries Fairs at London 
and Birmingham. 

Sections of the American exhibit at 
the Fair of Paris will be devoted to 
electronic equipment, modern pack- 
aging design, and a representation of 
“Main Street-U. S. A.” Items in each 
of these sections have appeared at 
other European spring trade fairs, as 
part of the new Commerce Depart- 
ment program to stimulate two-way 
international trade. 

A portable instructional television 
system, used by universities, research 
groups, and Government agencies for 
training, education, and demonstra- 
tion purposes, and an_ electronic 
“Juggler” will be features of the elec- 
tronic display. The “Juggler,” an elec- 
tronic device complete with brain, 
eyes, nerves, arms, and muscles, will 
entertain spectators with a scientific 
“vaudeville act.” 

The “Main Street-U. S. A.” part of 
the exhibit will consist of a home, 
factory, school, and farm. Fairgoers 
will see a house typical of those in a 
small New England manufacturing 
town. They also will be escorted 
through a full-scale furnished kitch- 
en, dining room, and living room, to 
which life-size models of supposed 
occupants have been added for a 
touch of realism. 

The central exhibit will be housed 
in a new rectangular pavilion of mod- 
ern design occupying 12,000 square 





Australian Wool Show 
To Open June I 


A wool show intended to por- 
tray all aspects of Australian 
wool growing and utilization will 
be held in conjunction with the 
Australian Sheep Breeders’ As- 
sociation at the Royal Agricul- 
tural Showground in Sydney 
from June 1 to 8, 1955. 

Exhibit materials should be 
sent air express and may be con- 
signed to the U. S. embassy for 
appropriate customs clearance 
and delivery. 











feet. Its facade will be almost entirely 
glass, as will be the adjoining one- 
third of each side wall. The remain- 
der of each side and the back wall will 
be covered by sheets of aluminum. 

In addition to the main exhibit, the 
United States will have a trade in- 
formation center, staffed by special- 
ists from industry and the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. These men have 
been part of a trade mission operat- 
ing in France since the close of the 
Lyons and Brussels fairs. They have 
been meeting with various French 
business associations and talking to 
individual businessmen to facilitate 
contacts between American and for- 
eign buyers and sellers. 


Last year, some 3 million persons 
visited the Paris fair, the second 
largest international trade fair in 
Europe. In 1954 a total of 12,501 ex- 
hibitors, 17 of which were foreign 
governments, participated. 





U. S. Design and Packaging 
Praised at Frankfurt Fair 


Approximately 70,000 people viewed 
the joint industry-Government exhibit 
displayed at the International Spring 
Fair in Frankfurt, Germany, March 
6-10. 

The trade information center at the 
fair, manned by U. S. industry special- 
ists and Commerce Department of- 
ficials, gave over 275 personal inter- 
views and received 1,300 general in- 
quiries. Most of the inquiries came 
from Germany, Switzerland, and Hol- 
land, with some from other countries 
in Western Europe and the Near East. 
About a third of them were concerned 
with selling to and the remainder with 
buying from the United States. 


A representative of a large German 
department store chain said: “We are 
anxious to buy and introduce Ameri- 
can products of all kinds to the Ger- 
man market. We like American de- 
sign and packaging methods.” 


The Frankfurt fair was the first ap- 
pearance of the U. S. Government in 
a European trade fair, thus indicat- 
ing its interest in the promotion of 
international trade. East-bloc country 
participation this year was limited to 
three Hungarian stands, compared 
with 16 Hungarian and 51 East Ger- 
man stands last year. 


U. S. sales were estimated at more 
than $700,000. American businessmen 
were impressed by the design and high 
quality of German-made goods and 
did considerable buying. In demand 
by American buyers were toys, musi- 
cal instruments, costume jewelry, ce- 
ramics, glass and chinaware, pottery, 
furniture, and chemical products. 
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Food Processing Show To Be Held at Parma 


The Parma Fair, which will include 
the “International Exhibit of Proc- 
essed Food and Packaging” and the 
“International Salon of Food Equip- 
ment,” is scheduled to be held Sep- 
tember 20-30, in Parma, Italy. 

The fair, reportedly, has been ac- 
corded the exclusive right to display 
food-processing machinery in Italy 
and, as a result, it is said to be the 
sole regularly scheduled trade show 
in Europe to display the entire range 
of the processed-food industry, in- 
cluding the raw materials themselves, 
the processing machinery, the fin- 
ished products, and the packaging 
devices required to place the products 
on sale. 

U. S. industry participation in the 
past has been substantial, as evi- 
denced by the fact that, in the 1954 
fair, 21 exhibitors displayed American 
products. Only West Germany sur- 
passed the United States in its vol- 
ume of representation, with a total of 
39 participants. 

Other country participation, by vol- 
ume of exhibitors, included Spain, 16; 
the United Kingdom, 10; Denmark, 6; 
France and Sweden, 4 each; Brazil, 
Japan, and Switzerland, 2 each; and 
Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, and 
Egypt, 1 each. Over 31,000 different 
items were displayed and viewed by 
some 67,000 visitors. 





World Technical Exhibition 
To Open September 28 


An International Technical Exhibi- 
tion will be held in the Exhibition 
Palace, Turin, Italy, from September 
28 through October 9. 

The exhibition will include displays 
of equipment used in the metallurgi- 
cal and mechanical industries; agri- 
cultural; the plastics industry; mo- 
tion-picture, photographic, and opti- 
cal-equipment industries; and the 
electrical household-appliance and 
television industries. 

Space is available for private com- 
panies, and the official deadline for 
reservations is given as July 31. Rent- 
als range from 3,500 to 6,500 lire a 
square meter, depending on the loca- 
tion (at the official rate, 625 lire= 
US$1). 

At the 1954 exhibition, held Sep- 
tember 29 through October 10, there 
were more than 1,300 exhibitors from 
15 countries; and the show was seen 
by an estimated 260,000 visitors. 
Countries represented, with the num- 
ber of exhibitors therefrom, were as 
follows: Italy, 785; the United States, 
155; Western Germany, 144; England, 
122; France, 60; the Netherlands, 35; 
Switzerland, 23; Austria, 13; Sweden, 
6; Belgium and Norway, 4 each; 
Japan and Denmark, 3 each; Saar, 2; 
and Czechoslovakia, 1. 


The volume of business transacted 
at the 1954 exhibit reportedly 
amounted to $3.2 million. Display 
space will be increased to 57,000 
square meters for the 1955 exhibit, 
and a new building is to be con- 
structed for displays of food process- 
ing machinery. Rental rates in 1954 
were assessed at $6.40 a square meter. 





German Aviation Club To 
Hold Air Show at Bremen 


The German Aviation Club, in cele- 
bration of its anniversary, will hold 
an air show in Bremen, Germany, 
July 8-10. 

An international aviation day is 
planned for July 10. This show re- 
portedly will be of special significance 
“on account of the expected return 
of German air sovereignty to the Fed- 
eral Government.” 


In a few months, Western Ger- 
many anticipates a considerable de- 
mand for airplanes which cannot be 
met by Germany industry. Therefore, 
all firms of the European and North 
American airplane industry engaged 
in the manufacture of sporting, train- 
ing, and passenger planes will be in- 
vited to participate in the show and 
demonstrate their planes in actual 
flight. 

Further reports indicate that Ger- 
man economic groups, interested in 
the rehabilitation of the German air- 
craft industry, are looking forward to 
this program and hoping for oppor- 
tunities to negotiate the building of 
airplanes and airplane motors under 
license. 





50 Israel Firms Exhibit 
At New York Trade Fair 


Israel will participate in the New 
York International Trade Fair, May 
15-19, at the Lexington Armory. 


Fifty Israel firms will participate in 
the exhibit. For the first time, phar- 
maceuticals developed by Israel scien- 
tists, plastic products, sewing ma- 
chines, and decorative wall clocks will 
be shown. 


Items that have found a steadily 
increasing market in the United States 
during the past few years will also 
be exhibited. Among these are wines 
and beverages, sweaters and rain- 
coats, chocolates and candies, plywood 
and other building materials, arts and 
crafts, and jewelry. 


The Israel exhibit will remain in the 
United States for some time after the 
New York fair, and probably will be 
shown at various other fairs. It will 
move temporarily to Canada, and may 
later be displayed in Chicago, Los 
Angeles, and other cities. 


Benelux Fairs Offer 


U. S. Market Media 4" 


International trade fairs of 


Benelux countries—Belgium, the 


Netherlands, and Luxembourg 


American businessmen a wide choles 4 
of markets in which to display thei” 


products, according to a new report 
released by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce. 


Each of the 40-some internationgj : 
fairs and exhibits generally held an. 


nually in the 3 countries serves g 
particular market from which the 
potential American exhibitor may 
choose the one best suited to his 
requirements, the report points out 
In Belgium, the Brussels and Ghent 
fairs are mostly consumer-goods mar- 
kets. Liege and Charleroi events are 
principally markets for capital prod- 
ucts, while the trade fairs of Utrecht 


and Luxembourg combine both capital ‘ 


and consamer goods. 
Other events, such as the Inter. 
national Textile Exhibition of Brug- 


sels, and the International Packaging 


Exhibition and the International Com- 
mercial Vehicles Exhibition of Am- 
sterdam, deal with special lines of 
products. 

These fairs are valuable media for 
quick market surveys, the report 
states. For example, the number of 
visitors at general fairs in 1954 was: 1 
million at Brussels, nearly 460,000 at 
Ghent, 300,000 at Charleroi, 280,000 at 
Luxembourg, 200,000 at Liege, and 
140,000 at Utrecht. Visitors to special- 
ized fairs numbered 1 million at the 
last Brussels textile fair held in 1961, 
400,000 at the 1954 Brussels auto show, 
and 160,000 at the 1954 Brussels agri- 
cultural products show. 

In addition to providing means of 
advertising products and expediting 
sales, Benelux fairs furnish American 
exhibitors with an excellent oppor- 
tunity to select and appoint agents 
to handle their line of goods in that 
market, or to make arrangements for 
foreign manufacture of their products, 


Entitled “International Trade Fairs 
and Exhibitions of the Benelux Coun- 
tries,” the bulletin gives a detailed ac- 
count of the most important trade 
fairs regularly held in the 3 countries, 
including the type, object, and organ- 
iza.ion; area and buildings occupied; 
cost of exhibit space; services for ex- 
hibitors and buyers; and regulations 
governing entry of exhibits as well as 
fair dates scheduled for this year. In 
addition, over 25 other fairs and exhi- 
bitions of interest to U. S. business- 
men are listed. 

Published as No. 55-5 in the Fairs 
and Exhibitions series, Part 5 of BFC’s 
WORLD TRADE INFORMATION 
SERVICE, the 19-page report may be 
obtained from Department of Com- 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





———— 


Portuguese Refinery 
Output Rises in ‘54 


The SACOR petroleum refinery com- 
in Portugal processed 741,000 
metric tons of crude oil in 1954, com- 
with 110,287 tons in 1953 and 
474,484 tons in 1952, according to its 
operations report. This company is a 
yate firm which has an exclusive 
goncession for refining petroleum 
ucts in Portugal. 

The refinery was closed during sev- 
eral months of 1953 for the installation 
of new facilities which now have been 
yirtually completed. Many technical 
problems had to be solved, including 
a tendency of the new cracking plant 
to give off objectionable smog and 
odors forcing the plant to operate be- 
low capacity levels most of the year. 

The refinery is expected soon to be 
producing higher octane gasoline, jet 
fuel sufficient for Portuguese needs, 
butane gas, asphalt, and lubricating 
oils 


The overall consumption of petro- 
leum products in Portugal in 1954 is 
estimated at 772,000 metric tons, com- 
pared with 731,000 tons in 1953. A rise 
of 15 percent in the consumption of 
gas oil was chiefly responsible for the 
increase. 

The report stated that arrangements 
have been completed for construction 
ofa new tank farm on a 165-acre area 
in Sacavem, near Lisbon, which will 
raise the company’s storage facilities 
to over 400,000 cubic meters.—Emb., 
Lisbon. 





Japan Sets Motion Picture 
Import Quota for Fiscal ‘55 


The Japanese Government again 
has set the quota for imports of fea- 
ture films at 180 in fiscal year 1955- 
56. Although the same number was 
authorized in fiscal year 1954, there 
has been a slight change in the 
breakdown of import permits. 

For fiscal year 1955 the regular 
quota is fixed at 164 films, including 
122 from the dollar area—103 from 
the major U. S. companies and 19 
from the independents—16 from the 
sterling area, and 26 from other coun- 
tries, or the open-account area. Also, 
16 bonus permits are to be awarded 
in 1955 as rewards for outstanding 
films or granted as aw&rds for ex- 
porting Japanese films. 

In fiscal year 1954, this 180-feature 
film quota was broken down as fol- 
lows: 121 to the dollar area, 15 to 
the sterling area, 24 to the open-ac- 
count area, and 20 as bonus permits. 





Oilseed imports into the Netherlands 
will amount to about 386,000 short tons 
in 1954-55, an increase of about 30,000 
tons over 1953-54.—Emb., The Hague. 


May 23, 1955 





W. German Production of Motor 
Vehicles. Shows Increase in '54 


The Federal Republic of Germany became the second largest Euro- 
pean producer of motor vehicles in 1954, increasing production about 39 


percent over 1953. 


Output in 1954, with figures for 1953 in parentheses, totaled 518,190 


(369,140) passenger cars, 42,982 
(96,046) trucks, 6,104 (6,391) buses, 
and 175 (249) wheeled tractors—in- 
cluding only certain types of tractors 
manufactured for road traffic. Of the 
680,597 units manufactured, 298,154 
were exported, an increase of 68 per- 
cent over the 177,493 units exported in 
1953. 

Imports into Germany totaled 4,658 
passenger cars and 84 trucks in 1954, 
compared with 4,846 and 174, respec- 
tively, in 1953. Leading countries of 
origin in 1954 for passenger cars were 
Italy, 1,826 units; France, 1,431; Bel- 
gium, 898; United Kingdom, 285; Unit- 
ed States, 66; and Czechoslovakia, 44. 


Volkswagen Largest Producer 


Germany exported 43.8 percent of 
production in 1954, compared with 36.2 
percent in 1953. Exports numbered 
246,537 passenger cars and 51,617 
trucks and buses in 1954. Export ship- 
ments in 1953 totaled 143,313 passen- 
ger cars and 34,180 trucks and buses. 
Of the 1954 exports of motor vehicles, 
principal purchasing countries were 
Sweden, 44,194 units; Belgium, 43,510; 
Netherlands, 31,053; Denmark, 26,745; 
Switzerland, 25,560; Austria, 18,710; 
United States and Alaska, 10,211; 
Brazil, 6,296; Argentina, 4,335; Colom- 


bia, 2,910; Venezuela, 1,565; and 
Chile, 1,076. 
The Volkswagen plant, Western 


Germany’s largest producer of passen- 
ger vehicles, had reached an output of 
1,100 units per day by the end of 
1954. Total Volkswagen production 
in 1955 is estimated at 300,000 units. 
Approximately 55 percent—170,000 
units—is scheduled for export. 

Volkswagen is constructing an addi- 
tional plant in Stoecken, near Han- 
over. The new plant will make delivery 
wagons only, and the main plant at 
Wolfsburg will be dedicated com- 
pletely to the production of passenger 
cars. About 160 Volkswagen delivery 
wagons were produced daily in 1954, 
of which more than 50 percent were 
exported. 


Despite the relatively heavy tax- 
ation of vehicle owners in Western 
Germany, vehicle manufacturers ex- 
pect the domestic demand for pas- 
senger vehicles to remain strong 
during 1955. 


The cutting off of imports of pas- 
senger vehicles by Belgium—effective 
January 1, 1955, after a gradual de- 
crease beginning October 1, 1952— 


(18,755) station wagons, 113,146 


resulted in the establishment of as- 
sembly plants in West Germany by 
most leading West German automobile 
manufacturers in 1953 and 1954. 

Borgward in 1954 established a 
truck-motor manufacturing plant in 
Argentina, Hanomag concluded an 
agreement whereby it will assemble 
3,600 tractors per year in Argentina, 
and Daimler-Benz established firms 
in Brazil and Argentina which will 
assemble and eventually manufacture 
4¥%4-ton trucks; and Volkswagen re- 
portedly made arrangements to con- 
struct assembly plants in both Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 

West German automobile manufac- 
turers announced further price cuts, 
averaging approximately 5 percent, 
in 1954. These reductions, made de- 
spite slightly higher wages and mate- 
rial costs, were the result of heavy 
purchases of producers’ goods by the 
industry in 1953, which resulted in 
lower unit costs in 1954. The quality 
of production also improved during 
the year. 

Vehicles registered in Western Ger- 
many as of January 1, 1955, totaled 
4,892,704—including 2,341,795 motor- 
cycles, 1,512,029 passenger cars, 571,282 
trucks, 412,135 tractors, 30,598 special 
vehicles, and 24,865 buses and station 
wagons. Trailers registered as of 
January 1, 1955, numbered 324,339. 


Pakistan Steel Mill To 


Be Built by German Firm 


The German firm, Fried-Krupp, has 
signed an agreement with the Pakis- 
tan Development Corp. to construct a 
steel mill in Pakistan with an initial 
capacity of 55,000 metric tons a year, 
which can later be expanded to 355,000 
tons. 

Initial construction, to be completed 
by 1957, will cost an estimated 100 mil- 
lion German marks (US$23.8 million). 
The mill will be built in West Pakistan 
near a dam, now under construction, 
located 400 miles north of Karachi. A 
Krupp-Renn installation will be built 
at the mill so that low-grade Pakistan 
iron ore may be used. 

A pipe line, 200 miles long will con- 
nect the mill with a natural gas field. 
The gas will be used as fuel by a 
power plant with a capacity of 127,000 
kw. to be built at the site—Cons., 
Duesseldorf. 
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Imports of W. German 
Chemicals Drop 


' The sale of West German chemical 
products in the U. S. market fell in 
1954 by about one-third from 1953 
levels. 

The United States has been the most 
important single market for these 
West German chemical products, and 
this reduction in sales, to US$32,368,- 
000, combined with losses in the Cen- 
tral American market, resulted in a 
slightly larger share of the industry’s 
exports being shipped to Western Eu- 
rope than had been the case in 1953. 

Total chemical exports for 1954 are 
reported by the West German Asso- 
ciation of the Chemical Industry to 
have been 2.98 billion German marks 
(US$709,240,000), as compared with 
2.32 billion German marks (US$552,- 
160,000) in 1953. 

European markets accounted for 
about US$428.4 million, or 61 percent 
of total exports. Sales were expanded 
in Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
and Austria, while exports to Great 
Britain, ,US$44 million, and France, 
US$36 million, remained steady. Scan- 
dinavian countries, excluding Finland, 
purchased US$78 million worth of 
chemical products and it is believed 
that demand for German goods in this 
market will increase further. 

In South America, Brazil and other 
markets increased imports to US$62.3 
million, a rise of nearly US$18 million 
over 1953. The Argentinian market, 
however, showed little expansion. 

Exports to Japan fell by US$1 million 
to US$16 million in 1954. Despite this, 
the Asian market as a whole showed 
an increase of 16 percent, with total 
exports amounting to US$92 million in 
that year. Exports to Australia almost 
doubled, and reached US$13 million in 
1954. Sales to African markets rose by 
about $5 million to US$32 million. 





Air-Cooled French Renault 
Completes Sahara Trip 


A trip of approximately 4,650 miles 
over the Sahara desert, from Gao to 
Tanesrouft and return, by a 1949 
French Renault, which used air in- 
stead of water for cooling the engine, 
has been completed without difficul- 
ties, according to the Paris Press. 

Without making any changes in the 
mass-produced motor, except install- 
ing a rocker-arms cover and an oil 
pan of larger dimensions, the inven- 
tors used water jackets as “air jack- 
ets.” Air was driven under high pres- 
sure by a turbine turning two times 
faster than the camshaft, through a 
dual transmission into the block and 
cylinder head. Thus effective cooling 
Was assured when the vehicle was 
stopped as well as in motion. 


The system has several advantages: 
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It was silent at no matter what speed. 
It increased the performance of the 
motor by about 15 percent, since it 
permitted the motor to attain an op- 
timum temperature of 100 degrees C., 
while water cooling allegedly will not 
permit the temperature to exceed 85 
degrees C. It solves the problem of 
heating the vehicle in cold weather, 
and cooling the motor sufficiently in 
tropical temperatures. 


According to the press, the system 
is to undergo official tests and, de- 
pending on the results, may be adapted 
to the 4-hp. Renault, at the option of 
the buyer.—Emb., Paris. 





Movie Theater Attendance 
In France Rises Slightly 


France has approximately 5,300 mo- 
tion-picture theaters, with a total 
seating capacity of about 2.6 million. 

The estimated total number of 
spectators in 1953 was 365,700,000, or 
a weekly movie-theater attendance of 
about 7 million. In the first 9 months 
of 1954, the total number of specta- 
tors was 264.4 million or a weekly at- 
tendance average of 6,770,000. Total 
attendance for 1954, however, is ex- 
pected to be slightly higher than in 
1953. 

Admission prices were frozen at 
their August 31, 1952, level. Admis- 
sion prices in Paris generally range 
from 125 to 400 francs (350 francs—=US 
$1) according to the type and loca- 
tion of the theater. 

The major complaint of motion- 
picture theater owners is the low 
price of admissions. More than 60 
percent of the admission prices in 
France are 100 francs or lower. 
Theater owners have begun to press 
for decontrol of prices and although 
prices probably will not be unfrozen 
in the near future, a general upward 
revision is expected. 


As to the type of film preferred by 
theater audiences, a recent survey 
concluded that 57 percent of the spec- 
tators go to the theater to be enter- 
tained and prefer detective stories, 
light romances, and musical comedies; 
13 percent preferred historical films. 
These conclusions, however, are based 
on average audiences throughout 
France. The appeal of high-grade his- 
torical, dramatic, and psychological 
films in cities, where audiences are 
more sophisticated, should not be 
minimized. 





Benelux Fairs .. . 
(Continued from Page 30) 


merce Field Offices or from the Super- 
intendent of Documents, U.S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C., at 20 cents a copy. The entire 
series is available on subscription at 
$6 a year, domestic, and $8 a year 
foreign. 








French Fabrics, Rugs To Be 
Shown in U.S. 


Arrangements have been made 
for the showing of French up- 
holstery fabrics and rugs in New 
York City this spring, accor 
to the American Embassy in 
Paris. 


This display is being presenteg 
by nine French firms, and wil} 
take place in the Assembly Suite 
of the Waldorf Astoria from May 
16-20. 


Additional information on the 
exhibit may be obtained from 
French Expositions in the United 
States, Inc., 610 Fifth Ave., New 
York City. 











Movie Business in Tunisia 
Up; U. S. Films Popular 


Both motion-picture theater at 
tendance and box-office receipts ij 
Tunisia have shown steady gains ip 
the last 3 years, according to a report 
of the Tunisian Statistical Service. 

The returns from the city of Tunis 
show an increase in box-office receipts 
from 480 million francs in 1952 to 65 
million francs in 1954 (350 franes 
=US$1). Theater attendance alg 
has steadily increased from 3,388,000 
in 1952 to 3,839,000 in 1954, some 700,- 
000 less than the peak year of 1949. 
The increase in receipts is largely at- 
tributed to increased admission 
charges. 

Tunisia now has 71 motion-picture 
theaters, with a total seating capacity 
of 43,886. Of the total, 22 theaters 
with a seating capacity of 16,936 are 
in Tunis, all equipped for 35-mm, films. 
Sixteen theaters in the interior of Tu- 
nisia also are included in the total, 
although they are equipped with 16 
mm. projectors only. 


U. S. films continue to hold thelr 
popularity in Tunisia. Figures for 19% 
list 331 U. S. films shown, compared 
with 295 French films, out of a grand 
total of 811 films. This total includes 
327 short subjects and newsreels, of 
which France supplied 201 and the 
United States 125. Film distributors 
report a wane in the former popular- 
ity of “Westerns” and “period” films. 





Some 200 West German manufac- 
turers expect to begin production of 
aircraft parts soon. 

Now that civil aircraft production 
is no longer under control of the Allied 
Authorities these manufacturers hope 
to develop export markets for German 
aircraft and parts. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





——— 


Farm Surplus Funds 


Authorized by FOA 


The Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has announced authorizations for 
the United Kingdom, Demark, Italy, 
Turkey, and Vietnam to finance pur- 
chases and shipping of surplus agri- 
cultural commodities under the pro- 
yisions of section 402 of the Mutual 
Security Act of 1954. 


The United Kingdom authorizations, 
totaling $45,413,000, are to cover pro- 
curement of raw cotton to a value of 
$185 million; corn, $15 million; cot- 
tonseed oil, $5 million; linseed oil, $1 
million; lard, $5,163,000; and ocean 
transportation, $750,000. Turkey also 
received an authorization for ocean 
transportation, to a value of $1,075. 


Denmark was granted an authoriza- 
tion of $560,000 for purchase of coarse 
grains; and Italy, $6 million for raw 
cotton and $500,000 for ocean trans- 
portation. 

Vietnam has been granted $2.3 mil- 
lion for wheat fiour, $2.1 million for 
evaporated and condensed milk, $125,- 
000 for dried whole milk, and $105,000 
for dried milk—normally classified as 
infants and dietetic foods, chiefly milk 
base—and sterilized whole milk con- 
taining not less than 3.5 percent 
butterfat. 


Section 402 provides that not less 
than $350 million of the funds author- 
ized for the mutual security program 
shall be used to finance the sale 
abroad of U. S. surplus agricultural 
commodities for foreign currencies. 

Authorizations announced by FOA 


under section 402 totaled $389,309,900 
as of May 5. 





Supplemental Farm Surplus 
Pact Signed With Turkey 


Under an agreement with Turkey 
signed April 28, the United States is 
to supply that country approximately 
$15 million worth, about 9,000 metric 
tons, of greasy wool in barter for met- 
allurgical chrome and manganese ore 
of Turkish origin; and $3.77 million 
worth of cottonseed oil, approximately 
11,900 metric tons (basis once-refined 
oil) will be made available for sale 
for Turkish currency. 

As under other agreements in this 
series, the transactions are to be car- 
ried out through private U. S. traders. 

This agreement is supplementary to 
the agreement entered into last No- 
vember for the supplying to Turkey 
of wheat and feed grain from U. S. 
surplus holdings. Both agreements 
were concluded under the Agricultural 
Trade Development and Assistance Act 
of 1954, P. L. 480. 


May 23, 1955 





Program for Settlement of Japanese, 


U. S. War Claims To 


Conversations between representa- 
tives of the Governments of Japan and 
the United States on Japanese vested 
assets in the United States and re- 
lated matters, which began March 15, 
have been concluded. 

The conversations also presented 
the opportunity to inform the Japa- 
nese Government of a proposal to be 
submitted to the U. S. Congress for 
legislative consideration, involving the 
limited return of Japanese vested as- 
sets. The object of the discussion was 
not to arrive at bilateral agreements 
with binding effect for both sides, 
but to exchange views on these mat- 
ters. 

The U. S. representatives informed 
the Japanese representatives that the 
proposal to be submitted to the Con- 
gress on the limited return of vested 
assets will be applicable to both Ger- 
man and Japanese assets. (See For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 21, 1955, 
p. 31.) 

Under this proposal German and 
Japanese assets vested in consequence 
of World War II, or the proceeds of 
their liquidation, would be returned, 
as a matter of grace, to natural per- 
sons up to a limit of $10,000 per owner. 
This includes persons whose assets ex- 
ceed $10,000. Costs of administration 
would be deducted before determining 
the amount subject to return. 


Philippines To Hold Property 
Vested property in the Philippine 
Islands would be excluded from re- 
turn, since it was vested by the U. 8S. 
Government for the benefit of the 
Philippines and either has already 





Tariff Cork Inquiry 


Dismissed 


The U. S. Tariff Commission 
has discontinued the investiga- 
tion on cork insulation, wholly 
or in chief value of cork, cork 
waste, or granulated or ground 
cork, in blocks, slabs, boards, or 
planks, under the provisions of 
section 336—comparative cost of 
production—of the Tariff Act of 
1930. 

Accordingly, the public hear- 
ing on this product scheduled 
for June 1, has been cancelled. 
(See Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Apr. 1, 1955, p. 27.) 

The foregoing action was 
taken by the Commission upon 
request of the Cork Institute of 
America, who were the appli- 
cants for the investigation. 











Go to Congress 


been transferred, or is subject to 
transfer to the Republic of the Philip- 
pines under existing law. 

Copyrights and trademarks would 
be returned, irrespective of their 
value, subject to existing licenses. 
Cultural property also would be re- 
turned under the proposal. 

The proposed limited return of 
Japanese assets would not affect com- 
pensation provided, pursuant to U. 8S. 
legislation, to American nationals who 
suffered losses as a result of the war 
with Japan. Such legislation provides 
compensation to American prisoners 
of war, to civilian internees captured 
in U. 8S. territories, to Americans who 
sustained property losses in the 
Philippines, and to other groups of 
claimants. Compensation also is pro- 
vided by the Japanese Government, 
pursuant to the Japanese Peace 

(Continued on Page 35) 


Filing Dates Set for 
Copper Export Quotas 


Filing dates for applications to ex- 
port copper-base alloy scrap against 
the supplementary export quota es- 
tablished for the second quarter are 
June 1 through June 15, the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has announced. 

This supplementary quota of 3,000 
short tons, copper content, announced 
by BFC on May 9, will be limited to 
shipments for consumption in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Li- 
censes issued under this quota will 
not be valid before July 1. 

BFC also has announced that the 
May 31 deadline for submission of ex- 
port license applications against the 
5,000-ton quota for copper scrap and 
the 7,000-ton, copper content, quota 
for copper-base alloy scrap previously 
established in the second quarter now 
applies only to materials containing 
40 percent or more copper. These 
quotas cover shipments to all destina- 
tions except Canada. 

Applications to export scrap ma- 
terials, containing less than 40 per- 
cent copper, may be submitted at any 
time. 

Export license applications, cover- 
ing copper scrap that contains less 
than 40 percent copper, now must 
show the copper content, BFC said. 
This requirement is already in effect 
for all copper-base alloy scrap. In ad- 
dition, the nickel content must be 
shown for both types of material. 

These announcements were pub- 
lished in the Federal Register dated 
May 18, and will appear in a forth- 
coming Current Export Bulletin. 
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=e. S 
Fine. 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced the authoriza- 
tion of 4 credit lines to assist U. S. ex- 
porters in financing the sale abroad of 
productive capital equipment and re- 
lated services. 

Lines of credit have been established 
for the following firms: 

eThe E. J. Longyear Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn., for $240,000 to help 
finance its export sales of diamond 
core drills and accessory equipment. 

*Infilco, Inc., Tucson, Ariz., for 
$300,000 to help finance its export sales 
of water, sewage, and industrial 
waste-treating equipment. 

®The Denver Equipment Co., Denver, 
Colo., for $350,000 to help finance its 
export sales of ore-dressing equip- 
ment. 

®The Four Wheel Drive Auto Co., 
Clintonville, Wisc., for $700,000 to help 
finance its export sales of trucks and 
truck equipment. 

These actions bring to 69 the num- 
ber of exporter credit lines estab- 
lished by the bank since this program 
was inaugurated in November 1954. 
Lines of credit, authorized to date 


Firms Granted Credit Lines To Help 
e Export Sales of Capital Equipment 


under the program, total $117,770,000, 
and will support the export of $196,- 
280,000 of U. S. industrial equipment 
for promoting economic development 
in friendly countries. 

Under these lines of credit the ex- 
porter is required to obtain payment 
in cash of not less than 20 percent 
of the invoice value of each export 
sale to be financed and to participate 
by carrying not less than 25 percent 
of the deferred payments. The Ex- 
port-Import Bank then will guarantee 
against default, without recourse to 
the exporter, up to 75 percent of the 
deferred payments on each sale. 

Thus the exporter is enabled to 
carry the obligations of the foreign 
importer with assurance or to sell 
them to commercial banks or other 
financial institutions in the United 
States designated by him. Interest 
rates on obligations purchased or 
guaranteed by the Export - Import 
Bank under exporter credit lines are 
to be not less than 5 percent per an- 
num payable not less frequently than 
semiannually. 





Britain To Get Farm 
Surplus From FOA 


A package agreement for the sale 
of $73.9 million worth of U. S. surplus 
agricultural commodities to the United 
Kingdom, with payment in sterling, 
has been announced by the Foreign 
Operations Administration. 


The program, which covers the en- 
tire fiscal year ending June 30, pro- 
vides for shipment of the following 
commodities to the United Kingdom 
over the next several months: $14.9 
million worth of fruit, $5 million of 
lard, $5 million of cottonseed oil, $1 
million of linseed oil, $20 million of 
corn, and $25 million of cotton. 


Also included is $3 million to pay 
doliar costs of ocean freight, since ex- 
isting legislation requires that at least 
half the commodities must be shipped 
in U.S. bottoms. 


The agreement, recently concluded 
after several months of negotiation, 
was made under section 402 of the 
Mutual Security Act of 1954, which 
provides that at least $350 million of 
mutual security funds for the current 
fiscal year shall be used to finance 
sales of surplus farm commodities 
produced in the United States. 


Proceeds To Help Bolster NATO 


Most of the sterling proceeds of the 
commodity sales in the United King- 
dom will be used by the U. S. Govern- 
ment to strenthen the U. K.’s defense 
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effort and thus bolster the NATO 
forces against the danger of com- 
munist aggression in Europe. 


The remainder of the proceeds, 
amounting to the sterling equivalent of 
nearly $14 million, will be used to pur- 
chase military weapons and equip- 
ment in the United Kingdom for other 
nations receiving military assistance 
under the mutual security program. 


Commodity shipments under a por- 
tion of this program already have be- 
gun; others will follow shortly. 


In addition to the above, an under- 
standing has been reached with the 
Government of the United Kingdom 
on the terms of a program under title 
I of the Agricultural Trade Develop- 
ment and Assistance Act of 1954, Pub- 
lic Law 480, for the financing of $15 
million worth, approximately 22 mil- 
lion pounds, of unmanufactured to- 
bacco for British currency. The for- 
mal agreement is expected to be 
signed shortly. 


This tobacco already has been pur- 
chased or contracted for out of the 
1954 crop, and will represent a net 
increase in U. K. purchases over and 
above the dollar allocation for to- 
bacco imports by the United Kingdom. 


The sterling proceeds from the sale 
of this tobacco will be used by the 
United Kingdom for the construction 
of housing for the use of U. S. military 
personnel anu their dependents in 
that country. 


—— 


President Lifts Quota | 


On Peanut Imports 


The President issued a Pr 


tion on May 16 permitting unlimited - 


quantities of shelled peanuts of 
sizes to be imported into the United 
States or withdrawn from warehouse 
from now until July 31. 


Entries of such peanuts will be sub. 
ject to a $0.02-a-pound fee in addition 
to the basic fee of $0.07 a pound, pre 


scribed by the Tariff Act of 1930, 
The expansion in permissible im. 


ports of peanuts has been necessitated 


by last year’s drought, which 
reduced the size of the domestic peg. 
nut crop. The basic peanut impor 
quota of 1,709,000 pounds was exhaust. 
ed at an early date, making additional] 
imports essential if U. S. peanut re. 
quirements were to be met. 

The President’s action was based 
upon the U. 8S. Tariff Commissions 
second report on peanuts. The Com. 
mission’s first report was submitted 
to the President on February 18, and 
was the basis for the President’s proc- 
lamation of March 9. 


The President’s Proclamation of 
March 9, applicable only until June 
30, limited additional imports in that 
period to 51 million pounds of peanuts, 
and restricted the size of such addi- 
tional imports to peanuts averaging 
more than 40 kernels an ounce. The 
Proclamation of March 9 also imposed 
a $0.02-a-pound fee in addition to the 
basic $0.07-a-pound fee. 


Shortage Larger Than Expected 


The Commission’s second investiga- 
tion into peanuts was necessitated by 
new information, which became avail- 
able shortly after March 9, indicating 
that the current peanut shortage was 
much larger than originally estimated 

The President accepted the recom- 
mendations of the Tariff Commission 
with one exception. The Commission 
had recommended that imports of un- 
shelled peanuts be permitted; but the 
President’s proclamation applies only 
to shelled peanuts, blanched, salted, 
prepared, or preserved — including 
roasted peanuts, but not including 
peanut butter. 

Other Tariff Commission recom- 
mendations, accepted by the Presi- 
dent, are: That the current quota year 
for peanuts be extended through July 
31; that the quota year for peanuts be 
changed to commence hereafter om 
August 1 in any year; and that there 
be no limitation either as to quantity 
or as to size on imports of peanuts 
through July 31. 

The Tariff Commission’s second in- 
vestigation into peanuts was made 
pursuant to section 22 of the Agricul- 
tural Adjustment Act, as amended, at 
the request of the Secretary of Agri- 
culture. 
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(Continued from Page 33) 


treaty, to American nationals who 
property losses in Japan as @ 
qesult of the war. 

The Japanese representatives ex- 
pressed a strong desire for full return 
of vested assets. The U. S. representa- 
tives acknowledged this desire, but 

ed the Japanese representa- 
they also had informed the 
ntatives of the Federal Repub- 

fie of Germany at the conclusion of 
on the return of German assets 
=that while the future could not be 
predicted, a broader plan for return 
of vested assets is not envisaged by the 


administration. 





Japanese Economy... . 


(Continued from Page 3) 
Tokyo wholesale commodity index 
(1952—100) rose only slightly to 98.4 in 
January and 98.9 in February, com- 

with 98.1 in December and 103.9 
in February 1954. The rise in iron and 
steel prices was generally due to in- 
creasing oversea demand. 


The Tokyo consumers’ price index 
(1951—100) , after a decline in Decem- 
ber to 115.6, advanced in January to 
116.7 and 117 in February. This Feb- 
ruary level was slightly below the cor- 
responding period of the preceding 
year. 

January employment declined sea- 
sonally. Employed persons in that 
month totaled 36.8 million. This was 
pmewhat higher than in January 
1954, but because of the steady increase 
in population and in the labor force, 
total unemployment rose from 390,000 
in January 1954 to 630,000 in January 
1955 —Emb., Tokyo. 
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World Trade .. . 
(Continued from Page 24) 


flour comes almost entirely from the 
United States and Canada. 

Provisions Importers and Dealers— 
Egypt.—Egypt is an agricultural coun- 
try and produces a wide range of food 
crops. However, imports of wheat, 
tea, and coffee are substantial. A 
limited demand also exists, principally 
from consumers in the higher income 
brackets, for imports of fish, pulses, 
nuts, fruits, and dairy products. 

Few food products have been im- 
ported in recent years from the United 
States, except for wheat and wheat 
flour. Early in 1955 the Government 
authorized the import of goods from 
the United States on the basis of pay- 
ment with dollars bought at a pre- 
mium. It is expected that provisions 
such as canned fruits, juices, and 
vegetables, meat products, fish prod- 
ucts, dried and fresh fruits, certain 
dairy products, and nuts will again 
find their way into this market in in- 
creasing quantities. 


Provisions Importers and Dealers— 
Trinidad, British West Indies.—For 
several years a sustained campaign 
has been waged to increase food pro- 
duction. Nevertheless, many food- 
stuffs cannot be produced in this 
Colony at all or cannot be produced 
sufficiently to satisfy local demands. 

Food imports in 1954 totaled about 
$27 million, or 18 percent of all im- 
ports. Major categories of imported 
foodstuffs are wheat flour, canned and 
powdered milk, rice, fresh and dry 
vegetables, and meat. Among the 
items for which importers are no 
longer required to obtain an import li- 
cense are processed fish, onions, pota- 
toes, cheese, powdered and canned 
milk, split peas, and meat. 


Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers— 
Morocco. 


French Zone.—Receiver sets im- 
ported in 1953 numbered 49,787, 
valued at $2,076,000. Principal sup- 
pliers were France, 63 percent; Ger- 
many, 13.5 percent, the Netherlands, 
6 percent; the United States, 4.5 per- 
cent; and Belgium-Luxembourg, 4.5 
percent. Imports of radio tubes were 
valued at $311,300; and imports of 
radar, sonar, fathometers, and similar 
equipment at $42,130. Imports of 
aerials were valued at $41,200, and 
loudspeakers and diaphragms at $25,- 
730. The sale of American radios is 
limited almost entirely to portable 
and automobile radios. Television op- 
erations began in February 1954 and 
are limited to the Casablanca and Ra- 
bat areas. 


Spanish Zone.—Import of radio re- 
ceiving sets in 1952 amounted to $28,- 
700, 80 percent of which came from 
Spain, 17 percent from Great Britain, 
and 3 percent from the United States. 
Imports of telecommunications equip- 


U. S., Finland Sign 


Farm-Surplus Pact 


An agreement for the sale to Fin- 
land of U. 8. surplus agricultural com- 
modities valued at $5.25 million with 
payment to be made in Finnish cur- 
rency, was signed by representatives 
of the twa Governments in Helsinki on 
May 6. 

The commodities to be furnished 
Finland under this agreement are ap- 
proximately as follows: Cotton $3 
million, 16,000 bales, and tobacco $2.25 
million, 3.7 million pounds, inclusive 
of the ocean freight for one-half of 
the tonnage on U. S.-flag vessels. 

As in the case of other agreements 
under Public Law 480, 83d Congress, 
sales will be made by private U. S. 
traders. 

This transaction is additional to a 
$5-million sale of U. S. cotton-and to- 
bacco to Finland in February 1954 and 
a sale this year of about $2 million 
worth of U. S. coal. 

These commodities also were sold 
for Finnmarks. The proceeds of last 
year’s sale were set aside for the pur- 
chase of Finnish forest products, and 
the equivalent in Finnmarks of $1.2 
million already has been expended for 
Finnish lumber products, which were 
sent to Greece for reconstruction in 
the Ionian Islands to repair earth- 
quake damage. 


With regard to the sale of coal, ship- 
ments are in progress and the proceeds 
from this sale also will be used to 
purchase Finnish forest products. 


The United States has expressed its 
intent to utilize the major portion of 
the available Finnmarks for the pur- 
chase of Finnish prefabricated build- 
ings. With these funds, the United 
States expects to be able to provide 
a temporary cushion of assistance to 
the Finnish prefabricated housing in- 
dustry, which has suffered sharp cur- 
tailment of its exports due to a large 
reduction in Soviet purchases. It is 
anticipated that prefabricated build- 
ings purchased from Finland will be 
utilized to meet housing needs arising 
in connection with U. S. Government 
programs in other countries. 





ment amounted to $55,700, 76 percent 
of which came from the United States 
and 20 percent from Spain. Tele- 
vision reception is not available. 


Tangier International Zone.—Im- 
ports of radio receiving sets for the 
first 6 months of 1954 were valued at 
approximately $8,934. Of these im- 
ports, 30 percent ($2,682) came from 
the United States; 19 percent ($1,693) 
from the Netherlands; 18.6 percent 
($1,668) from Germany; and 11 per- 
cent ($980) from Great Britain. Tele- 
vision reception is not available 
although importers may handle in- 
transit transactions. 
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President Defers Tariff Decision 
On Bicycles Pending New Data 


The President on May 11 asked the U. S. Tariff Commission for 
further information before deciding the escape clause action with 


respect to imports of bicycles. 


In a letter to the Chairman of the Tariff Commission, the President 
said that after the most careful consideration he had concluded that 


he should not attempt to resolve the 
issues involved in the bicycle case 
without having at hand the most re- 
cent information and fullest analysis 
obtainable. 

The President asked the Tariff Com- 
mission to consider certain specific 
questions and to report to him not 
later than July 15. 

As a result of their investigation 
into imports of bicycles, three mem- 
bers of the Tariff Commission found 
injury to the domestic bicycle indus- 
try and recommended increased tariff 
protection. A fourth commissioner con- 
curred in the finding of injury but 
dissented, in part, in recommending 
increased protection in accord with 
the present tariff structure, which im- 
poses a lower rate of duty on certain 
imported lightweight bicycles. A fifth 
commissioner found no injury to the 
American bicycle industry because of 
imports resulting in whole or in part 
fromm the trade agreement concessions 
on bicycles. 

Only five commissioners participated 
in the report, there being a vacancy 
on the Commission at the time. 

Chairmen of the Senate Finance 
Committee and of the House Ways 
and Means Committee have been ad- 
vised by the President of his action. 

In his letter to the Chairman of 
the Tariff Commission, the President 
made the following requests: 

My first request is for additional data ex- 
tending as far as possible into 1955. This in- 
formation is essential in order to gain a 
clearer idea as to whether the decline in 
domestic bicycle production in 1954 was the 
beginning of a persistent trend or only a tem- 
porary variation, such as the Commission's 


report indicates the industry has experienced 
in the past. 

In this regard, I also would like the Com- 
mission to give me its considered Judgment 
as to the industry's prospects for the remain- 
der of the year as well. The rising level of 
economic activity, which the United States 
is enjoying, has given a sharp boost to many 
segments of our economy that were lagging 





a year ago. It will be important to know 
whether the American bicycle industry has 
been able to share in this upturn 

For purposes of comparison, the most re- 
cent import figures also will be necessary. 
Here again I would like the Commission's 
estimate for the remainder of the year. 

I also would like the Commission to evaluate 
the extent to which anticipation of the de- 
cision in this case may have influenced the 
volume of imports that has been entered. It 
would be helpful to know, for the first part 
of 1955, the status of inventories of imported 
bicycles in the hands of dealers and importers 
and comparable figures for the preceding 5 
years, broken down possible. by types of 
bicycles. Similar comparative data for inven- 
tories of domestically produced bicycles also 
would be helpful, if they are available. 

Consideration of this case also would be 
facilitated by a comparison which would show 
for the last 5 years, and for the first part of 
1955, quantities and unit prices of imports 
and domestic production of each major type 
of bicycyle, lightweight; or balloon tire, in 
each standard size. 

Finally, I would like the Commission to 
give further consideration to the causes un- 
derlying the shift in consumer demand in the 
United States from balloon tire to lightweight 
bicycles. Purther facts should be developed 
as to the extent to which this shift has been 
occasioned by price differentials attributable 
to the tariff reductions on lightweight bicycles, 
as opposed to the relative appeals of the 
lightweight and balloon-tire bicycles to the 
American consumer. 

Likewise, in the face of this growing Ameri- 


ee 


can demand for lightweight bicycles, fy 
facts should be developed as to why de 
manufacturers have continued to p 
predominantly balloon-tire bicycles and ag 
the steps they are taking to adjust their o 
ations to this change in the character of de 
mand. In this connection I would lke 
Commission to evaluate the prospective 

of technological changes now und fo 
the domestic bicycle industry, including par 
ticularly the development of the 

weight bicycle and new types of 

gears. 





Surplus Wheat Program 
For Yugoslavia Expanded 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
announced on May 13 that the pm 
gram under P. L. 480 for the sale of 
surplus agricultural commodities t 
Yugoslavia, with payment in Yugo 
slavian currency, has been expanded 
to include an additional 100,000 tons 
of wheat, approximately 3.7 milliog 
bushels, valued at about $8,166,000 
Included in the dollar authorization 
are funds to finance ocean tran 
port. 

The additional wheat is expected 
to be of major benefit to Yugoslavia 
in meeting the emergency created by 
its crop difficulties. 

A purchase authorization covering 
the additional wheat is expected to be 
issued shortly. 


Conclusion of the earlier agreement 
with the Yugoslavian Government, for 
the delivery of approximately #1 
million worth of wheat and cotton, 
was announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, January 24, 1955, page 23. 
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